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Calshot Residential We would like to pay tribute to all of the year 6 pupils who went to Calshot last week. The pupils did themselves, and 

the school, proud, and impressed all of the staff at Calshot. It was particularly pleasing to see the way they all overcame challenges and 
achieved a great deal – whether it was stepping off the 50 foot climbing wall backwards, being away for the first time, trying new food or 
organising themselves in a shared room. During the week the pupils took part in a variety of activities including the very popular skiing, 
abseiling, climbing and archery. Next year’s visit has already been booked and there will be an information meeting for year 5 parents next 
term. We would also like to thank all of the staff who went on the trip. They gave up a whole week to be away from families, etc. and are on 
the go from early in the morning until late at night. Without their commitment the residential could not have taken place. There are still some 
photos and videos on our website if you would like to have a look. We are also proud of those pupils who stayed behind (The Magnificent 7 
as they were known!) – they were absolute stars and really helped the school to run smoothly with lots of staff away. They had a very busy 
week including some cooking and visits to Keyhaven and Lepe as well as Charlton Activity Centre. There are some pictures of them on the 
website as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs All clubs start this week (except gardening which starts after half term). They will run until the week beginning 27th March. If your 

child cannot attend a club for any reason it is important that they let the teacher who leads the club know, so they are not expecting them to 
turn up. Please be aware that staff give their own time to run these clubs and if there is any misbehaviour in a club then pupils will not be 
allowed to attend. Please note that there will be no clubs after-school on 2

nd
 March as we have our Pupil-Parent-Teacher meetings (There 

will also be no Coding Club on Friday 3
rd

 March as this is a day closure, also for Pupil-Parent-Teacher meetings). 

Parent volunteers Our Year 3 team would welcome some parent help with hearing children read. The slot would be from 9:00-9:30 and 

could be on any day and would really help us out. If you are interested, please pop into the office to let them know. You will need to have a 
DBS check, which we can arrange for you without charge, you will just need to pick up a Volunteer Pack from the school office. This is a 
simple procedure so please don’t let it put you off if you would like to help us out.  

Hooke Court Meeting for Year 3 Parents Don’t forget that next Wednesday (8th February – 6:00 PM) is the meeting for all Year 3 parents 

about the Year 4 residential trip. Please fill in the slip at the end of the newsletter if you would like to attend 

World Book Day - Monday 6th March To celebrate World Book Day we are inviting everyone to dress up as a book 

character. Due to our PPT meetings we have decided to celebrate on Monday 6
th

 March (rather than Thursday 2
nd

 
March) It is still a few weeks away but it is time to get your thinking caps on! It can be ANY character from ANY book. 
The only rule is you must know what book it is if from when asked! We are also going to repeat the book swap we did 
2 years ago. The idea is that pupils bring in a book they have read and don’t mind giving away and they get to choose 
a different book to take home. It is a very simple idea and costs nothing!  So if children pick a book from home and 
bring into school on Monday 6

th
 March, they can then pick up a book to take home. 

Vicky Windross & Tim Deery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Some Key Dates for your Diary (see website for all dates) 
Thur 16th Feb Y4 drop in for parents to look at pupils’ work (before school 8:30-9:00) 

 Y3 Exhibition for parents (after school 3:20pm) 

  Y5 showcase for parents (after school 3:20pm) 

Fri 17th Feb End of ½ Term 

Thu 2nd March  Pupil/Parent/Teacher meetings (evening) 

Fri 3rd March  Day Closure (for Pupil/Parent/Teacher meetings) 

Mon 8th May  Year 6 SATs Test Week 

Fri 23rd June  Day Closure 

Tues 25th July  1:15 School finishes for the year 

 

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3:  Janelle Charlot, Harry Baker, Marly Spry, Chloe Pollard, Finn Crawford, Maya Knight, Jonathan Monteiro, Freddie Burnell, Vincent Santi, Daniel Field 
Year 4:  Erin Franks, Jacob Hand, Lucas Watkins-Head, Harry Hewlett, Jess Brown, Willow Turner, Michael Hammerton, Bella Hall-Cooper, Dominic Jephcott 
Year 5:  Alfie Franke, Harry Low, Jessica Axam, Brooke Shelton, Maddison Spry, Jamie Field, Ruby Clark, Charlie Hopgood 
Year 6:   Izzy Todd, George Smallbones, Lily-May Rheeder, Viniana Niubaleirua, Mya Hards, Kira Small, Nicholas Lopez 

 

Day Closures 

Friday 3rd March – for Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Friday 23rd June 

 

Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) Meetings - Thursday 2nd & Friday 3rd March 

With this week’s Portway Press you should receive a letter about the PPT meetings after half term. 
These are very important meetings at the midway point of the year to discuss progress so far and 
targets for the second part of the year.  Please consider booking an appointment on Friday during 
the day as this helps us to be able to offer a full 15 minute meeting to each parent (rather than 5-10 
minutes common to most schools.)  Please complete and return the slip to school as soon as 
possible. There is a spare copy of the letter in the Portway Press section of the website. The 
teachers will send a note confirming the day and time of your appointment in the following few days.  

 

 



 

Year 3 Hooke Court Residential Meeting – Wednesday 8 February 6:00  
After another very successful year 4 residential to Hooke Court we are planning to repeat the experience in November this year. On 

Wednesday 8th February there will be a meeting for all year 3 parents to find out about next year’s trip. So come along and find out 

all about it!  

Just so we have an idea about numbers please fill in the slip below and return to school if you are hoping to come along to the 

meeting.  

 

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 (Please cut off and return to school) 

Meeting for Year 3 Parents about Hooke Court Residential for Year 4 (Nov 2017) 

Wednesday 8th February 6:00 

I/We would like to attend the Hooke Court Meeting. 

Number of adults attending  

Child’s Name: ______________________________Class:_________Signed: ______________________________________ 

 

Bedtimes & Sleep 
 Is your child getting enough sleep? 

 

 
 
 
We all know that a bedtime routine is the best way to 
ensure that your child gets enough sleep and 
recently we have seen a few children looking tired in 
school. As well as the role it plays in brain 
development, sleep also plays an important role in 
our brain’s day-to-day ability to function. Lack of 
sleep makes it much harder for us to concentrate, 
and we become forgetful, irritable and prone to being 
clumsy and making mistakes. Furthermore,  
evidence shows that the right amount of night-time 
sleep is just as important for children’s development 
as healthy eating and regular exercise. 
 

Studies have suggested that it is important to devise 
a bedtime routine that lasts 30-40 minutes, and might 
include a bath and the chance to read a story (or 
stories) together. It is also recommended that a 
child’s use of the internet, games consoles and TV is 
limited in the hour before they go to bed – and ideally 
don’t allow your son or daughter to have a computer, 
console or a TV set in their bedroom. 
 

Sleep requirements obviously differ from individual to 
individual, but in general a younger child needs more 
sleep than an older one. Between the ages of five 
and 11, your child generally needs 10-12 hours of 
sleep a night. 
 

If you would like some help and advice on bedtime 
routines then why not pop in to see our Family 
Support Worker, Gemma Sacree. She runs Portway 
Pop-In sessions every Thursday between 8:40 and 
9:15 in the Infant Community Room (enter via main 
door).  Free Tea & Coffee – no need to book – just 
pop in! Alternatively she can be contacted via the 
main office. 

 

Year 3 Egyptian Day 
On Wednesday 25

th
 January all of Year 3 had a special day called 

Egypt Day. The first thing we did was a fantastic fashion show to 
show off our magnificent costumes. We strutted down the hall, three 
people at a time, with Egyptian music playing. It made us feel very 
proud. After that we were split into our house teams (lightning, ice, 
fire and earth) to do Egyptian activities. The activities were: cooking 
with Mrs Rist, tomb painting with Mrs Walker, hieroglyphics with 
Miss Southway and Nefertiti heads with Mrs Clarke. Cooking with 
Mrs Rist was really fun and messy! We made Egyptian pastries with 
caraway seeds and honey on top. Tomb painting was brilliant 
because all of our pictures looked great – we liked the peace and 
quiet too! It was our favourite activity! Thank you to our teachers for 
organising such a good day!  

Molly Grindley and Jasper Fry 3AW.  

The Magnificent Seven go adventuring at 
Charlton 

We went to Charlton Activity Centre where we met Ben, our 
instructor, and were challenged with some activities that were 
designed to get us to work together as a team and listen and 
communicate well together. There were some problem solving 
activities, as well as games where we really did need to get on 
together so we could succeed. There was also an archery 
session when we learnt to place arrows on the bows correctly 
and had a go at shooting to the target. Both Nicci and Lily-
May managed to get bulls eyes! It was another cold day but 
we managed to be pretty tough and we all had lots of layers 
on! We’d like to say thank you to Mrs Norton and Mrs 
Seymour for organising everything and taking us down there. 
It was a lot of fun! There are photos on our website. 
Kira Small, Izzy Todd, Lily-May Rheeder, Viniana Niubaleirua, 

Mya Hards, Nicholas Lopez and George Smallbones 

 

 
PSA NEWS – meeting tonight  (Wednesday) 

6:45pm in the Junior school hall. All welcome. 

SPORTS REPORT: New Age Kurling  

Portway were represented in the recent New Age Kurling competition at Harrow Way. New Age Kurling is a team 
event played on a polished floor, with stones on wheels. We had three teams in the competition and they all 
demonstrated excellent team working skills and resilience during the competition and came 2

nd
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 in their 

heats.  
Squad: Janelle Charlot, Charlie Franke, Darcy Wincott, Dominic Jephcott, Josie Roper, Imogen Bremner, Ayden 

Dolan, Alfie Franke, Albie Head, Megan Wilson, Ruby Clark and Kyle Smith  

 


