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Parent Consultations Many thanks to everyone who came along to the meetings before half term. We were delighted 
that 95% of pupils had a parent at one of the meetings (or made an alternative appointment), which is very encouraging 
indeed! Obviously we want the children to be happy and enjoy school but we must also make certain that they are doing 
their very best to ensure they make as much progress as possible. There are times when all children need challenging so 
we can ‘demand the best’ from them as they move through the school and get ready for the challenges of secondary 
school. Your help with this is really useful and the turn-out at the consultation meetings is much appreciated by all of us at 
the school. Please remember we want all children to read at home 4 times every week and studies tell us that children 
who regularly read at home do much better at school and beyond. We are also having a focus on multiplication tables as 
not knowing them can really slow children's mathematical progress. Learning multiplication facts is vital and, once rapid 
recall of multiplication facts becomes possible, a whole host of mathematical activities will seem easier.  

Attendance & Lateness We would like to remind you that school starts each day at 8.50am. 
Children arriving after this time will be marked as late until 9.05am when registers close.  Any child 
arriving after 9.05am should be brought in via the school office; this will be recorded as an 
unauthorised absence. We require a reason for all absences which can be left as a voicemail or by 
letter on the first day of absence. It is important that pupils are not late for school as this can not only 
impact on them but also the rest of the class as the teacher has to repeat messages and the start of 
the lesson. 

Individual Photographs – Monday 13
th

 November  The photographer will take every child’s photograph but, as always, 
there is no obligation to buy any photographs once you have seen the proof. On this day it may be worth packing a 
hairbrush if pupils want to brush their hair ready for the photograph and it is also important they are in full school uniform. 
A letter is coming home today with further details, including the option to have sibling photographs. 

Art Week We had a great art week before half term with lots of art, music, dance and drama taking place throughout the 
week. Many thanks to all the staff for arranging such an exciting week but special thanks to Miss Southway and Mr 
Hession, who helped to plan the week.  

Year 3 /4  Football  Postponed - Thursday 2
nd

 November  A note went home to all Year 3 and 
4 football club members on Monday to say that  club is cancelled on Thursday. Notes should be 
in bags so please check if you haven’t seen it. 

Clubs Please remember that clubs carry on as normal this week (except for Year 3 /4 football 
club) and most finish week ending 2

nd
 December. Some clubs may go on a little longer if they are 

involved in Christmas performances and they will be informed if this is the case. 

Parent vs Child Challenge Evening – Wednesday 15
th

 November There is a letter coming home today about a 
challenge evening, which takes place on Wednesday 15

th
 November. Please make sure you see it but there will be a 

copy on the website as well. 

Poppy Appeal 2017 Poppies are now available for children to buy at breaktime every day until Friday 10
th
 November. It 

would be useful if any poppy money is brought to school in an envelope clearly marked with child’s name and ‘Poppy 
Money’ so that it doesn’t get mixed up with dinner or tuck money. Thank you. 

Harvest  - Wednesday 8
th

 November Please don’t forget to bring in donations next Wednesday for our Harvest. All the 
details are on the back of the newsletter but, along with the infants, we are supporting the Bridge Centre in Andover and 
they only want certain items. They are asking for tins of spaghetti hoops, beans, beans and meatballs, soups, macaroni 
cheese, jams, marmite, marmalade and chocolate spread. Donations are gratefully received and should be brought into 
school on Wednesday 8th. We did an assembly this week all about it and it was based on the themes of empathy and 
thinking about others.  

And finally… We have some double good news to share! Mrs Poonia and Mrs Clarke are both expecting a special arrival 
next year! I am sure you will join me in sending our congratulations to them and their families on their news. 

            Tim Deery 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

 

Year 3: Bray Jones, Lili Bierut, Ben Alvarado, Randen Whiley-Mayers, Amber Hart, James Noble, Lucy Bedwell, Lily Selvey, Ashley Wisnieski,  
 Abigail Gray 
Year 4: Hannah Salter, Natan Reczuch, Lily Cook, Owen Cook, Erin Underhill, Harley Travell, George Hendrick, Sudip Rai, Molly Grindley 
Year 5: Bobby Davis, Reyo Stather, Hayden Burt, Charlie Bond, Leticia Randall, Callum Cramer, Josie Roper, Taryn Gray, Josh Winter 

Year 6:  Ruby Clark, Caleb Earl, Albie Head, Archie Anderson, Ciara O’Riordan, Aurelia Rungen, Ryan Farmer, Kye Yates, Briana Osman 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 
 

Mon 13
th

 Nov  Individual Photograph Day 
Wed 15

th
 Nov Parent vs Child Challenge Evening 

Fri 17
th
 Nov Children in need - Dress Down in Spots Day £1 

Fri 17
th
 Nov Glee Singing at Christmas Lights Event (5:00) 

Wed 29
th

 Nov Year 4 Residential to Hooke Court (back Fri) 
Wed 6

th
 Dec PSA Christmas Fayre 

Tues 19
th

 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 carol Service – all welcome 
Wed 20

th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 carol Service – all welcome 

Thur 21
st 

Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 
Thurs 4

th
 Jan New Term Starts 

 

 

PSA NEWS  
Wednesday 6th 
December 5:30  
Christmas Fayre  

 

Contact can be made with the 
PSA on their email  

portway.psa@outlook.com 

 

Harvest – NEXT WEEK  
Along with the infant school, we are partnering with The Valley 

Church this year; they run the Bridge Centre in town. Our harvest 
donations will support their work with the homeless in our town 

and providing food for individuals who use their ‘drop in’ facilities. 
Because of the nature of their support, we would like specific 
foods to be donated please. We will send further information 
nearer the time, but we would love donations of the following 

brought to school on Wednesday 8
th

 November.   
Donations of: Tins of spaghetti hoops, beans, beans and 

meatballs, soups, macaroni cheese, jams, marmite, 
marmalade, chocolate spread. Pot noodles are also welcome 

as these are easy food for people living on the street. 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 
The new school lunch menus started this week. A copy can be found on our website at 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/images/files/Lunch%20Menu%20A4%20Oct%2017%20-%20Mar%2018.pdf   

or on the HC3S website at 

 www.myschoollunch.co.uk/hampshire/ 

Please can we remind you that school lunches should be paid for before or at the time of ordering.   If 
you think you may be entitled to free school meals then visit www.hants.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or 

ask in the office. 

 

Sports News – Sports News – Sports News – Sports News - Sports News - Sports News – Sports News 

Andover School League Football Report 
Balksbury 6 – Portway 0   

After a really positive win in the 1
st
 round of the Hampshire Cup, the A football team came down to earth with a bump after losing 6-0 

to Balksbury this week. To be fair to Balksbury they played very well but the lack of match experience in the Portway side showed. 
Balksbury were league and cup winners last year and they also got to the Hampshire FA final last year so it was always going to a 
tough match. The good news is that Portway A team have another match on Friday in the second round of the Hampshire Cup and it 
will be a chance to return to winning ways. 
 

Team: Alfie Head, George Chubinidze, Oliver Williams, Bradley Kane, Jamie Hill, Jamie Field, Matthew Cooke,  

Alfie Franke, Joe Brown 

 
 

 

Featuring Portway Glee Club at 5:10 PM! 

££  OLD £1.00 COINS  ££ 
Unfortunately, we can no 

longer accept the old £1.00 
coins and will have to return 
any that are used for school 
lunch or trip payments (but 

they can be used for poppies!)  
We apologise for any 

inconvenience this may cause. 

Year 6 Mexican Activity Day 
Thursday 2nd November 

This Thursday year 6 will be taking part in a range of Mexican-
themed activities, coinciding with the Mexican celebration Dia de 
Muertos.  
This Native American festival is a joyous, colourful and festive 
occasion, where families come together to celebrate loved ones 
and remember those who have passed. Our day will focus on life 
in Mexico in general.  
Children in year 6 are encouraged to come to school in non-
uniform but are encouraged to wear bright, colourful items of 
clothing. They may also wear flowers in their hair or paint their 
faces in the style of the Dia de Muertos celebrations in Mexico. 

 

  

School Council - Children in Need 
Friday 17

th
 November 

The School Council have decided to 
support Children in Need on Friday 17

th
 

November. They have agreed on a 
non-uniform day with a theme of spots! 

Usual minimum donation of £1 
 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/images/files/Lunch%20Menu%20A4%20Oct%2017%20-%20Mar%2018.pdf
http://www.myschoollunch.co.uk/hampshire/

