
Harvest Assembly 10
th

 October 
Once again this year, we are supporting the work of The Bridge, run by The Valley Church, in town. They 
do some valuable work with the homeless and would be very grateful for any donations of the following: 
jars of jam, marmite, chocolate spread, instant coffee, bottle of ketchup or brown sauce, teabags, sugar 
and tins of beans, soups, spaghetti hoops. Donations should be brought in on Thursday 10th October – 
the day of our Harvest Assembly – in order for staff from The Bridge to collect them.  
Thank you for your support. 
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Year 6 Graduation Date Change We have been informed that the graduation date for Year 6 has changed to 
Wednesday 15th July at 10:00am. Further details will come out nearer the time. 
 

Book Fair At the same time as our Parent Consultation meetings, we are hosting a book fair. It will 
take place in the hall and will be open during the meeting times (and possibly at some other 
days/time, which will be announced.) Once again, we are using the Book People as the prices of 
books are very competitive. We also get a commission for every book sold, which we use for 
reading books for our library. Please come along and have a browse and buy – books make great Christmas gifts!  
 

Paid Music Lessons: We currently have some space for Clarinet/Flute/Saxophone lessons. We also may be 
able to lend an instrument if we have one available. Further details can be obtained from Miss Brenland in the 
office (please note that she works during mornings only.) 
 

Residential Trips The Year 4 residential takes place at the end of November and year 6 have their 
residential in January. We believe that residential trips are a really important part of growing up and 
give children a chance to interact with the outdoors and have several adventures. It also gives them a 
chance to try activities that they may not have had an opportunity to do so otherwise. It is often one of 
the first times that children are away from their parents for any length of time. Children need to 

overcome this challenge and it’s a good way for them to become closer to their peers and teachers. They get to 
take responsibility for themselves with help from an adult. This gives a child a chance to be independent, develop 
new friendships and, ultimately, make their own decisions. Although the ‘sign up’ dates have passed there still 
may be a chance to add pupils to the list. Please get in contact with Mrs Staff in the office ASAP and if you have 
any worries or concerns which are preventing you from signing your child up (or worrying them) please do pop in 
to see us. Chances are we have already encountered and overcome that worry in previous years  
 

Football Clubs If your child is coming to either football clubs please can you make sure they can tie laces and 
have shin pads and long socks with them (and can put them on themselves). Many thanks! 

PTA Our PTA do great work to raise money for school. Their newsletter is coming home with the Press so please 
do take time to read it and note key dates and fundraising opportunities to get involved with. 

Regular Bedtimes  Everyone who works with children know that those who come to school tired are far less 
likely to be able to concentrate and, therefore, make good progress. Regular and consistent bedtime routines are 
vital for children and this includes clear rules on any TV/games machines, etc in bedrooms and when they can or 
cannot be used. This is, of course, an area that can cause conflict at times so it’s not always easy but we owe it to 
our children to set clear routines. There is a dedicated charity and details can be found at  
www.thechildrenssleepcharity.org.uk but there is lots of good advice on the internet and the BBC website is 
particularly good, although is no longer being updated. It can be found at 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/sleep_matters  

The Positive Note As part of our changes in our work on behaviour we have introduced 
Portway’s Positive Postcard as well as phone call home. This is all part of our sincere 
recognition for those pupils who have gone ‘over and above’ consistently in the last few days 
or during a series of lessons. Both of these strategies give us a way to mark the moment with 
the child. We get to frame the child with their very best behaviour, their most determined 
attitude and their greatest show of resilience. When these phone calls and notes come home, our intention is that 
they enable you to share our pride in that pupil’s achievement. We get to communicate that good news home to 
you and you get to reward your child in the way that you see fit. There have been lots of positive calls and 
postcards used already this term and we know that many more will be given over time. Keep a look out!  

 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross                             
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Year 6 Highlights so far… 

 Year 6 has been really fun so far and we have 
been learning about life in America and 
particularly South America. We have learned that 
it is a continent and that there are different 
countries there. Some of us have learned that 
Brazil isn’t actually anywhere near Spain! 
Bikeability was exciting and amazing. We were 
able to ride out on the local roads and some of us 
were able to do extra practise in the school 
grounds to continue to improve our confidence. 
Everyone could ride a bike by the end of the 
sessions and everyone knew how to keep 
themselves safe. This is a really important skill! 
We have already had some good visits from 
secondary staff and pupils from Harrow Way – 
even Mr Serridge, the Headteacher came! We 
learned that at secondary school there are lot 
more opportunities and that we move around the 
school for every lesson. We are looking forward 
to the new challenge of timetables and a new 
school when we start Year 7. All in all it has been 
a great start to Year 6; we think we are going to 
have a busy year!  

Natan and Harri 6JM  

 

  

 

Sept Bikeability Week for Year 6 
Tues 10

th
 

Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 4 & 6) 
Thur 12

th
 

Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 3 & 5) 
Mon 23

rd
 
 

Sept   Clubs start 
Tues 22

nd
 

Oct Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30)  
Thur 24

th
 

Oct
 

Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30)  
Thur 24

th
  

Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at 3:20pm 
Fri 25

th
 Oct 

 School closed for staff training  
Tues 17

th
 

Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 
Wed 18

th
 

Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 
Fri 20

th
 

Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 
Coming home today is a school photograph letter.  

Please only return the letter to school if you would like 

sibling photos or if you do not wish your child to be 

photographed.  Many thanks. 

Key Dates for your Diary 

Thur 17
th
 Oct Individual Photographs 

Tues 22
nd

 Oct Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30)  
Thur 24

th
 Oct

 
Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30)  

Thur 24
th
  Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at 3:20pm 

Fri 25
th
 Oct  School closed for staff training  

Tues 17
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 

Wed 18
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 

Fri 20
th
 Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

 

 RESIDENTIAL TRIPS 
If you would still like to sign your children onto either trip then 

we may be able to add them. Please get in touch with Mrs 
Staff in the office asap. 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential – Nov 2019 
Year 6 Calshot Residential – January 2020 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE: Please be aware that dogs are not allowed on school grounds (except assistance dogs).  We are 
also a non-smoking site.  Bikes and scooters are not to be ridden on site and the play equipment is for the use of Portway Junior 
School pupils only whilst under staff supervision.  Children should not be using the play equipment before or after school.   

Governor Vacancy 
We currently have a vacancy for a community 
governor. These are normally somebody from the local 
area who would like to get involved in a school. Often 
they come from local businesses or organisations. We 
hold all our meetings on Wednesday evenings starting 
at 5:30pm. There is normally one main meeting every 
half term, which lasts about 1½ hours. These are 
supplemented with three committees of which 
governors normally join one. These also meet once per 
half term (on Wednesdays). If you know anyone from 
around the area who might be interested then please 
encourage them to get in touch via the  
school office. 

JG Tennis are holding Sports Camps at Andover Tennis club on most inset days throughout the academic 

year 2019-2020. Camps run 9am-3pm.  

School Inset Day Camps are a great way to keep your kids entertained during the day when they would 
usually be at school.  

During the day children will be taking part in a number of different sports and team games. The morning 

session is 9-12 and afternoon is 12-3pm (lunch taking place 12-1pm) or you can book all day at a reduced 

price. There is also an option of early drop off and late pick up. 

 

To book in please follow the link below, all camps have minimum and maximum numbers so please book 

early to avoid disappointment 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/AndoverCoaching/Coaching/Camps   

 

For more information please contact Jodie on info@jgtennis.co.uk 

Many Thanks 

 

Reading at Home Many thanks to everyone who has been reading with their children at home over the 

summer and at the start of term. Despite all of the technology changes in our society, reading is more 
important than ever. When children see adults reading and writing in everyday life – reading for pleasure, 
sharing a story with them, using a recipe, making a shopping list, writing a birthday card, browsing the 
web, reading street signs or reading and writing emails – it teaches them that reading and writing are 
important skills. We know finding time is difficult these days, but it really does make a huge difference if 
you can find time to read with your son or daughter. Actually, just the fact of spending ‘quality time’ 
together when reading helps the parent/child bond and children love to know you are interested in them 
and want to spend time with them. The primary years slip by very quickly indeed but those times reading 
with them will stay with them forever. Please try and find the time if you possibly can. 

 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/AndoverCoaching/Coaching/Camps
mailto:info@jgtennis.co.uk

