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Parent Consultations Many thanks to everyone who came along to the meetings before half term. We were delighted that 95% of 

pupils had a parent at one of the meetings (or made an alternative appointment), which is very encouraging indeed! Obviously we want 
the children to be happy and enjoy school but we must also make certain that they are doing their very best to ensure they make as 
much progress as possible. There are times when all children need challenging so we can ‘demand the best’ from them as they move 
through the school and get ready for the challenges of secondary school. Your help with this is really useful and the turn out at the 
consultation meetings is much appreciated by all of us at the school. Please remember we want all children to read at home 4 times 
every week and studies tell us that children who regularly read at home do much better at school and beyond. We are also having a 
focus on multiplication tables as not knowing them can really slow children's mathematical progress. Learning multiplication facts is 
vital and, once rapid recall of multiplication facts becomes possible, a whole host of mathematical activities will seem easier.  

Attendance & Lateness We would like to remind you that school starts each day at 8.50am. Children 

arriving after this time will be marked as late until 9.05am when registers close.  Any child arriving after 9.05am 
should be brought in via the school office; this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence. We require a 
reason for all absences which can be left as a voicemail or by letter on the first day of absence. It is important 
that pupils are not late for school as this can not only impact on them but also the rest of the class as the 
teacher has to repeat messages and the start of the lesson. 

House Non-Uniform Day – THIS Friday (4
th

 November) As you may have heard, Earth House (Green) won the Housepoint Cup for 

last half term. The prize is that this Friday (4th November) children in Earth are allowed to come to school in ‘normal’ clothes for the 
day. Please remind children that this is only for those children in Earth house and everyone else wears uniform as normal! 

Individual Photographs – Monday 14
th

 November PM The photographer will take every child’s photograph but, as always, there is 

no obligation to buy any photographs once you have seen the proof. On this day it may be worth packing a hairbrush if pupils want to 
brush their hair ready for the photograph and it is also important they are in full school uniform.  

Challenge Evening – Wednesday 16
th

 November There is a letter coming home today about a challenge evening, which takes place 

on Wednesday 16
th
 November. Please make sure you see it but there will a copy on the website as well. 

Science Week We had a great science week before half term culminating in the visit of The Space Odyssey Dome on the Friday, 

which was amazing. There is a report below from some pupils about some of the activities. Many thanks to all the staff for arranging 
such an exciting week but special thanks to Miss Patterson, our science coordinator, who planned it. There are some pictures and 
reports on the website.  

Musical.ly App We have heard of a few pupils using this app, which helps share musical performances but also has a social 

networking element to it. It might be worth noting that the age limit appears to be 13 (although it also says 18 at another point.) This is 
similar to Facebook, Twitter, etc. and aims to keep children safe online. If parents think their child may be using it on their phone or 
other device it might be worth checking to see before a problem arises.  

Poppy Appeal 2016 Poppies are now available for children to buy at breaktime every day until Friday 11
th

 November. As 

usual we will be taking part in the 2 minute silence at 11:00 on that day. 

Clubs Please remember that clubs carry on as normal this week and most finish week ending 2
nd

 December. Some clubs may go on a 

little longer if they are involved in Christmas performances and they will be informed if this is the case. 

Parking Please can we remind parents/carers that they should not be parking on double yellow lines or in the bus bay outside school 

at any time.  An incident where a car parked on double yellow lines in front of the bus bay recently made it very difficult for coaches 
returning from a trip to manoeuvre and park appropriately where the children could leave the vehicles safely.                                           

                  Vicky Windross & Tim Deery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 
Mon 31st Oct School Re-Opens (Clubs back as normal) 

Tues 1st Nov Year 5 to Winchester Visit 

Thur 3rd Nov 7:00 PSA Meeting at The Lunar Hare 

Mon 14th Nov Open Morning for Year 2 Parents 

Mon 14th Nov Individual Photograph Day 

Wed 16th Nov Year 4 Roman Day 

Wed 16th Nov Challenge Evening 

Fri 18th Nov 5:00 Glee Club at Christmas Lights Event 

Wed 30th Nov Yr 4 Residential to Hooke Court begins 

Thur 8th Dec PSA Christmas Fayre (& Dress Down day) 

Wed 14th Dec Carol Service for Years 3 & 4  

Thur 15th Dec Carol Service for Years 5 & 6 

Fri 16th Dec School Council Christmas Jumper Day 

Fri 16th Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last half term … 
   

Year 3: Aayan Talukdar, Jasper Fry, Lily Davis, Ashlee Plant, Grace Trussler, Lola Maskell, Hannah Salter, Emily-Jane Swetmore, Harley Travell 
Year 4: Logen Harper, Mason Perren, Ollie Potter, Joshua Winter, Callum Cramer, Oliver Hicklin, Charlie Mumford, Morgan Berrington-Evans,  
 Bella Hall-Cooper 
Year 5: Kacey-Leigh Jones, Jessica Axam, Bradley Kane, Alfie Head, Bethany Peachey, Albie Head, Sophie-Mae Spinks, Oliver Williams, Ruby Clark 
Year 6:  Lucy Barker, Kaisha Monteiro, Georgia Dickins, Freddie Randall, Joe Rowland, Sam McRae, Katlyn Smith, Joe King, Paul Price 

 

D E A D L I N E S 
Year 6 Calshot Residential 

All money to be paid by Wednesday 30
th
 November 

 

Perseverance This is our new value this half term. 
We will be learning what it means to show persistence 
in our work and in all the challenges we face. This 
could include managing our friendships and 
relationships with each other, improving our sports 
and music skills, as well as showing perseverance in 
our academic work.  

 

 



  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Super Smashing Science week 
This was the last week of the autumn half term and was a great week in school! Everyone was engaging in lots of scientific activities 
and discussions. In Year 6 pupils were learning about Charles Darwin and genetics; they studied the theory of evolution and worked 
particularly hard to understand the effects of cross-breeding in dogs. The week began in Year 5 with the discovery of a frozen hand 
which pupils had to devise a way of keeping frozen! As the week went on, pupils were able to complete their investigations and 
extract the DNA which told them the hand had come from the planet Uranus. The Year 5 research was therefore, sent straight to 
NASA! In Year 4 James Trotter, from James and the Giant Peach (by Roald Dahl) was without electricity. Pupils had to work out the 
crucial elements needed for circuits and design their own in order to get James’s source of electricity back. The Year 3 Science 
study was all about the human body and health and fitness. Pupils had a visitor who taught them about the jobs of muscles and 
bones and how to keep the body healthy. The grand finale of the week was that everyone got to go to the Space Dome on Friday! In 
the dome we travelled around the planets and the solar system. We saw the constellations in the night sky and learnt what it would 
be like to live on the International Space Station. It was a brilliant week and everyone really enjoyed learning all the Science topics! 
Thank you to our teachers for organising a great week and especially to Miss Patterson for arranging the Space Dome!  There is a 
blog and some photos on our website – please have a look!          

The Science Squad  

Are you a graduate and interested in training to teach with a group of excellent Primary schools in Hampshire 
Information Evening – Tuesday 29

th
 November 6:00 Anton Junior School 

You may be aware that as a school we are very committed to training the next generation of teachers. We are now involved in a more recent 
teacher post-graduate training programme, which is called School Direct. 

Rather than the traditional programmes, where trainees spend the majority of their time in university and do placements in schools, School Direct 
trainees spend the vast majority of their time in the classroom and the training is largely school-based. We are a key strategic partner in a 
consortium to deliver the programme locally and have been doing so for several years. 

We are always looking for quality graduates who are interested in working with children in order to train to become a primary teacher. These might 
be young people who are completing a degree or equally could be mature individuals who are looking for a career change or who are returning to 
work 

If you know of someone who has a degree and you think might be interested in finding out more about School Direct (it might even be you!) then 
either leave a message for Mr Deery in the school office or attend the information evening on Tuesday 29th November at 6:00 at Anton Junior 
School. Places can be booked by visiting www.teachaa.co.uk 

 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 
The new school lunch menus, started this week. A copy can be found on 
our website at www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uncategorised/lunch-menus-1  

or on the HC3S website at 
 www.myschoollunch.co.uk/hampshire/ 

Please can we remind you that school lunches should be paid for before or at the 
time of ordering.   If you think you may be entitled to free school meals then visit 

www.hants.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or ask in the office. 

 

YEAR 5 VISIT TO WINCHESTER 
On Tuesday 1st November Year 5 went to Winchester Cathedral 

and City Museum. We had a great time. We did three activities: a 

tour of the Cathedral, including the cathedra - the Bishop’s throne; 

a Saxon workshop, making illuminated letters and circular 

brooches; and finally discovering artefacts in the City Museum - we 

even got to handle a real Anglo-Saxon clay pot! We would like to 

say a MASSIVE thank you to Mrs Bryan for all her interesting 

facts, especially about King Alfred! Thanks also to Mr Iles at the 

museum.         By Robert Sawyer 5DI 

 

Year 6 Dia de Muertos! 
Our day began with a year group photo of everyone in their fabulous 
Mexican themed costumes. We were learning about the Americas and 
we were celebrating the Dia de Muertos – or the Day of the Dead. We 
did four activities which were cooking, Mexican themed games, Sugar 
Skulls and Mexican dancing. We baked cookies with raisins as these 
are a traditional Mexican food which is left out for the spirits who return 
if you leave good things out for them. Mexicans see death as also 
joyful because they believe the spirits come back to visit them; this is 
what the sugar skulls represented as they’re all brightly coloured to 
symbolise happiness. We learnt Flamenco dancing as this is part of 
the parade that happens in Mexico City. We liked to learn this through 
a dress up day because it felt like you were really there and really part 
of the experience. Thanks to all the Y6 teachers for planning such a 
great day for us.                                    Taylor Wilding & Sophia Powell  

Christmas Fayre – Thursday 8th 
December! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please join members of the PSA at The Lunar 
Hare on Thursday 3

rd
 November at 7pm to 

start preparations for this year’s Christmas 
Fayre. Whether you have an idea for a stall, 
can help out with wrapping presents or folding 
raffle tickets, please come and help! Any input 
is greatly appreciated.  

We can’t do it without you! 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uncategorised/lunch-menus-1
http://www.myschoollunch.co.uk/hampshire/

