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Happy New Year from Everyone at Portway Junior 
We hope 2017 has started well for everyone. Most of the children are back fine and 
healthy, although there is the odd bug going around as always at this time of year. 
Although this is our ‘Spring’ term we are sure we will get some challenging weather 
conditions over the next couple of months so please come to school prepared with coats, 
etc as we like to get outside for playtimes whenever we can.  
The new term has started really well and is already very busy! Year 6 are spending 
tomorrow at the University of Winchester (full report next week), Year 5 have launched 
into their new topic ‘Out of this World!’ and began with a virtual trip on Apollo 13. Year 4 
have begun their ‘Crazy Climates’ topic and are looking forward to Jonathan’s Jungle 
Roadshow visiting next week. Not to be left out Year 3 had a mysterious letter and parcel 
from a professor from the USA asking them to create an Egyptian museum!  

 

Carol Services Many thanks to everyone who came along to the services during the last week of term. Having so many 
parents, grandparents and friends join us made it very special indeed. Also many thanks for those who contributed to the 
collection, which raised £175 and was given to our friends at the Andover Food Bank.  

Day Closures / PPT Meetings The next day closure is on Friday 20
th
 January so please make sure it is on your 2017 

calendars! This is followed by a day closure on Friday  3
rd

 March and, together with the evening of Thursday 2
nd

 March, will 
be our annual mid-year Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) meetings. These meetings are the most important ones of the year 
and a good chance to review the first half of the year together and agree on targets for the rest of the year. The 
appointment letter will not come out for several weeks but we thought it might be worth reminding parents now in case they 
can consider the date and arrange to be free at some point during the Friday. We must stress we will be retaining the 
Thursday evening option but the more parents who can do Friday 3rd for their meeting means the more time we can make 
available for each appointment.  

Clubs As usual for this term, clubs will start a little later in the week beginning 30th January. This is partly 
because the evenings are still quite dark & cold but also because we have most of year 6, as well as several 
members of staff, going to Calshot for the week of 23rd January. Please note that, as usual, gardening club 
take a short winter break and will re-start after half term as there is not a lot to do in the garden until then. A list 
of clubs will be sent home in the next few days and, even if you signed up last term, please sign up for the 
clubs that your child would like to attend. As it says on the form, you will only be notified if your child does NOT 
get a place. It is also very important to make a note of the clubs (including day and times) that your child signs 
up for so you know when they will be attending. The only exception is year 6 homework club, which carries on 
from this Thursday and pupils involved were told this last term. 

House Winners & Non-Uniform Day As you may have heard, Ice (Blue) house won the housepoint competition last half 
term. Their prize of a non-uniform day will take place on Friday (7

th
 Jan). Everyone else in uniform as normal please! 

Year 6 Assessment Evening Tomorrow - Thursday 5th Jan  Tomorrow evening at 6:00pm there will be an introduction 
to the Year 6 statutory tests.  All year 6 parents and carers are invited to a short talk with a question and answer session in 
the main hall.  This is a really good way of finding out all about the tests and how they will affect your children.   

Applications for Year 3 September 2017 Applications for next September’s Year 3 places need to be received by 
Hampshire County Council by Sunday 15

th
 January. Any applications received after this date go to the bottom of the list so 

it is very important they are sent in on time. 

Dates for the Diary With this newsletter you should find a list of dates and any changes will be announced via the Portway 
Press as normal. Please don’t forget if your son/daughter is in Year  6 that they are off to the University of Winchester 
tomorrow (Thursday). They need to wear normal school uniform and bring a coat for the day; they do not need a packed 
lunch as this is provided by the University. Pupils can arrive for school as normal and should be back for the end of the 
normal school day – the letter with all the details on can be found on our website. A week on Thursday (12

th
 January) the 

Year 3 & 4 pupils are off to watch The Jungle Book at The Lights Theatre. A final letter with details will come home later this 
week but please remember that pupils won’t be back until after the end of the normal school day. Thank you everyone who 
have already sent in your £10 contributions and it would be good if we could have all money in by next Monday at the latest 
please. There is also still time to visit the Year 5 exhibition at the Andover Museum. Entrance to the museum is free and the 
exhibition will be there for the next 10 days or so.  

 Vicky Windross & Tim Deery 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Hadia Sajjad, Adam Holman, Sophie Smith, Lola Cooper, Riley Smith, Finley Garland, Malia Cooper, Charlie Franke, Paige Walton 
Year 4: Mason Healey, Charlotte Easton, Katie Morgan, Kaitlyn Barrow, Amy Dawe, William Pashley, Levi Adams, Cassius Mitchell, Billie Chivers 
Year 5: Jack Trussler, Ebony Tarrant, Hayley Dawe, Thomas Bedwell, Lydon Machin, Kelvina Rai, Jessica Axam, Zakk Shelton, Melissa Campbell 
Year 6:  Lewis Broe, Poppy Bond, Freddie Randall, Adrian Graham, George Smallbones, Chloe Thomas, Beth Down, Lily-May Rheeder, Alyssia Linham, 
 Kiva Dyer, Kelsey Gibbs, Eva Graham 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Key Dates for your Diary (see website for all dates) 
Thurs 5th Jan  Year 6 visit to University of Winchester 

Thurs 5th Jan  Meeting for Year 6 parents re National Tests 

Thur 12th Jan  Year 3 and 4 Theatre Visit to see Jungle Book 

Fri 20th Jan Day Closure 

Mon 23rd Jan  Year 6 Residential to Calshot 

Fri 17th Feb End of ½ Term 

Thu 2nd March  Pupil/Parent/Teacher meetings (evening) 

Fri 3rd March  Day Closure (for Pupil/Parent/Teacher meetings) 

Mon 8th May  Year 6 SATs Test Week 

Fri 23rd June  Day Closure 

Tues 25th July  1:15 School finishes for the year 

 

 

Year 6 Assessment Evening Thursday 5
th

 January 

On Thursday 5th January at 6:00pm there will be an 
introduction to the Year 6 statutory tests.  All year 6 
parents, carers and pupils are invited to a short talk 
with a question and answer session in the main hall.   

 

 

              School Budget 2017/18 – Can you help? 
We all know that all public services are still facing a tough financial climate. Our overall budget for next April is 
yet to be announced but we already know we are facing a real cut to our budget. A few years ago the 
government introduced a ‘pupil premium’, which means that schools will receive an amount of money in their 
budgets based on the numbers of pupils who are entitled to Free School Meals and also those who have a 
parent in the armed forces. Obviously we want to ensure we maximise the amount we receive so I would urge 
anyone who thinks they may be entitled to free school meals to have a look at the Hampshire County website 
(www3.hants.gov.uk/hc3s/freeschoolmeals.htm) which can help you see whether you qualify. I must stress 
pupils do not have to take the free meals but it will help to increase our budget.  As one supermarket says… 
every little helps! There is also a slip at the end of this newsletter in case we have missed any armed forces 
children off of our list.  
As always, time is very short as the school ‘census’ is on Thursday 19

th
 January and this is the day that the 

government will collect the figures for next year’s budget. 

 

IF YOU ARE A PARENT OF A CHILD IN THE SCHOOL AND A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES PLEASE FILL IN THE SLIP 
BELOW. WE THINK WE KNOW EVERYONE BUT IT IS ALWAYS BEST TO CHECK! 

THIS INFORMATION IS TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL AND WILL JUST BE USED TO CLAIM THE ADDITIONAL FUNDING (THE 
CENSUS DOES NOT COLLECT INDIVIDUAL NAMES) 

 

Pupil Premium - Armed Forces Information 
Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________Class:_________ 

Name of Parent in Armed Forces: ____________________________________________________ 

Signed: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Training to Teach at Portway Junior School 
You may be aware that as a school we are very committed to training the next generation of teachers. We are now involved in a 
more recent teacher training programme for graduates, which is called School Direct. 

Rather than the traditional programmes, where trainees spend the majority of their time in university and do placements in schools, 
School Direct trainees spend the vast majority of their time in the classroom and it is almost entirely school-based. We are a key 
strategic partner in a consortium to deliver the programme locally and have been doing so for several years. 

As a consortium of schools we are always looking for quality graduates who are interested in working with children in order to train to 
become a primary teacher. These might be young people who are currently completing their degrees at university or equally could be 
mature individuals who are looking for a career change or who are returning to work. If you know of someone who has a degree and 
you think might be interested in finding out more about School Direct (it might even be you!) then please leave a message in the 
office for Mr Deery and he will be in touch. 

Day Closures 

Friday 20th January 

Friday 3rd March 

Friday 23rd June 

 

 

School Office Hours: The school office is open 8:30-4:30 during the week (4:00 on Fridays) and the phones are normally answered 

during these hours. Our telephone system also means that messages about pupils being absent can be left at any time. Our school 
telephone number is 01264 352060. Our school website is also a good source of information and we do our best to keep it up-to-
date! It can be found at www.portwayjunior.co.uk. 
We also have a twitter account (@portwayjunior) and facebook group and these are used to let everyone know what we are doing. 
Please be aware that these social media accounts are not monitored regularly so if you have a question or message it is better to get 
in touch in other ways.  

 
PORTWAY POP-IN for PARENTS is back! 

Infant Community Room Thursdays 8:40-9:15 
If you've got tantrums at teatime, bawling at bedtime or stropping when shopping, our Family Support Worker might be able to 
help. Mrs Gemma Sacree will be available to offer a listening ear, an informal chat and free advice over a cup of tea or coffee! 

Free Tea and Coffee              All Infant and Junior parents welcome!  

 

 

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hc3s/freeschoolmeals.htm
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/

