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Welcome to the 2018-19 School Year! 
Welcome back! The pupils have started back today full of enthusiasm and looking very smart indeed. 
We are particularly proud of our new pupils this morning, who came into school beautifully. (Also a big 
thank you to Mums and Dads who coped very well!) We welcomed a number of new staff to the school 
as well and we hope they enjoy their time with us.                    
As in previous years, the Portway Press will be published every Wednesday and will always be added to 
the school website. Today you should also receive a list of provisional dates for the year and we will add 
these to the online diary on the website. We try to keep the school website up-to-date with letters we 
send out so it is always worth checking on www.portwayjunior.co.uk if you have mislaid something.  

As we mentioned last term, next week we are holding some meetings for parents to meet the staff in a year group and find 
out about the plans for the year. The meeting for parents of children in year 4 and 6 will take place at 6:00 on Tuesday 11th 
September and the Year 3 & 5 meetings take place on Thursday 13th September, also at 6:00. There is a letter with all the 
details coming home today so please return the slip if you are able to come. 

Parking We know parking around the school is very challenging but please do everything to ensure that you park 
considerately around the school and do not block any of our neighbours’ driveways, etc. We encourage parents & children 
to walk, where possible, or to park and walk the last few minutes into school. Parking is available on the East Portway 
Industrial Estate road and there is a path that leads through to the Upper Drove and is a few metres from the gate at the 
bottom of the school field. Please remember that parents must not park in either the junior or infant staff car parks at any 
time or use these as pedestrian entrances. 

Attendance If your child is ever ill we ask that you leave a message on the school’s answer phone to inform us of your 
child’s absence, and this should be followed up with a signed and dated note on their return. We now have to note on the 
school record when we have not heard from a parent. As you will be aware, holidays during term time can now only be 
authorised under very exceptional circumstances so please put as much detail as possible on the form if you are asking for 
your child to be away from school. (The forms can be collected from the school office.)  The guidelines are clear in that we 
are not allowed to authorise holidays in term time because of work commitments or due to financial reasons. Under the 
Hampshire County Council Code of Practice we are legally obliged to follow the procedure and inform the local authority, 
which can result in a fine. 

Arriving at School - Breakfast Club A reminder that pupils who are going to breakfast club should not arrive at school 
unaccompanied before 8:15 as there are no staff to supervise them at this time. Breakfast club starts at 8:15 in the dining 
room and costs £1.50 per day. Many thanks.  

Clubs In the next few days you should receive a club list for your child to apply for any of the extra-curricular clubs available. 

Clubs will commence on the week beginning 24th September – please presume your child has been accepted unless you 
receive a note to say they are on the waiting list. All clubs are provided free of charge by our staff who give up their own time 
to run them. There may be some additional clubs, which will be notified separately at a later date.  

New Staff We would like to welcome Miss Abbott and Mr Kirby, who are both teachers based in year 4, to 
Portway. We have also welcomed Miss McSherry (Year 6), Mrs Williams (Year 3) and Mr Clark (Year 5) to 
the school. We hope they all enjoy their time with us. 

            Tim Deery (Headteacher) 

  

  

 

Children vs Parent Challenge Evening 
Thursday 27th September 2018 6:00 

 

Many of you will remember the success (and the hilarity!) of our previous Children vs Parent Challenge Evenings. We are very 
excited to be able to offer another evening at the end of September. It is a chance to try various activities and see whether children 
or parents can win! So if you have ever wondered if you really are smarter than your child this is your chance! 

 
Some reviews from our previous evenings:  “I haven’t laughed so much in ages! What a good evening! “Thanks Portway for yet 

another fabulously well organised event, so much fun had by all! Please do another one!” 

As you can see this is an event not to be missed!  There will be a letter coming home next week with more details so that 
you can sign up but put the date in your diary!  

 

 

Vacancies: We have vacancies in our cleaning team and also for a graduate learning support assistant. 
Details of these posts are on our website at www.portwayjunior.co.uk 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/


 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 
(Full Sheet should come home with today’s Press) 

 

Tues 11
th
 Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 4 & 6) 

Thur 13
th
 Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 3 & 5) 

Mon 17
th
 Sept Bikeability Week for Year 6 

Mon 24
th 

Sept   Clubs start 
Thur 27

th
 Sept Parent vs Pupil Challenge Evening (6:00) 

Fri 19
th
 Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at 3:20pm 

Mon 29
th
 Oct WW1 Theme Week 

Tues 30
th
 Oct Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30)  

Thur 1
st
 Nov

 
Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30)  

Tues 18
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 

Wed 19
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 

Fri 21
st 

Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 
 

 

Don’t forget you can find us on Facebook (Portway 
Junior School Group) and follow us on Twitter 
(@portwayjunior). Both are used regularly to help keep 
everyone up to date with events.  

 

Tuck at Breaktime 
Our kitchen continues to provide a tuck trolley during morning break 
where children can purchase the following items.  
 

 Fruit – 30p  

 Fruit drinks – 30p 

 Fresh bread rolls -25p 

 Small packet of raisins – 25p  

 Chocolate/Strawberry/Plain milk carton – 50p 

 Raisins – 25p 

 Water Bottle – 50p 
 

It is a good idea for pupils to have a snack at breaktime but please 
send only healthy items, such as fruit or vegetable sticks. Please 
remember that no nuts or product with nuts should be brought into 
school. 

 

M U S I C    L E S S O N S 
We are currently processing music lessons and confirming numbers.  It may well be that we have a few spaces 

left so we will let you know via the Portway Press in the next few weeks.  

 

Office/Uniform Reminders 
The office is here to help with any queries that you have and is open from 8:30-4:30 Monday to Thursdays and 8:30-4:00 on 
Fridays.  Uniform is available to buy online from Mapac.com or Happy Fish (hfos.co.uk) and full details can be found on our 
website at www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uniform-suppliers-i-3785.php.  Please can we also remind you that you can pay for 
school dinners, trips, music lessons, etc, online and a letter has already been sent home with instructions on how to register 
if you haven’t already done so.  As most of you will know, we also use Tucasi (Scopay) to send out the Portway Press and 
other messages.  If you haven’t signed up yet, please ask the office for a letter.  Please can we also remind you that any 
medicines should be brought into the office by an adult so that the relevant forms can be completed and signed allowing us 
to administer it. 

  

    

Are you a graduate and interested in training to teach with a group of excellent Primary schools in Hampshire? 
You may be aware that as a school we are very committed to training the next generation of teachers. We are now involved in a more recent teacher 
post-graduate training programme, which is called School Direct. 

Rather than the traditional programmes, where trainees spend the majority of their time in university and do placements in schools, School Direct 
trainees spend the vast majority of their time in the classroom and the training is largely school-based. We are a key strategic partner in a consortium 
to deliver the programme locally and have been doing so for several years. 

We are always looking for quality graduates who are interested in working with children in order to train to become a primary teacher. These might be 
young people who are completing a degree or equally could be mature individuals who are looking for a career change or who are returning to work. 

If you know of someone who has a degree and you think might be interested in finding out more about School Direct (it might even be you!) then either 
leave a message for Mr Deery in the school office or attend one of the information events at  Anton Junior School. Further details at  
www.teachaa.co.uk 

Coffee morning - Wednesday 19th September Anton Junior School at 9am – 
 www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/get-into-teaching-coffee-morning-tickets-48730587499 
Information evening - Wednesday 19th September Anton Junior School at 6pm -
 www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/get-into-teaching-information-evening-tickets-48730623607 
 

 

 

RESIDENTIAL TRIPS 
If you would still like to sign your children onto either 
trip then we may be able to add them. Please get in 

touch with Mrs Staff in the office asap. 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential – Nov 2018 
Year 6 Calshot Residential – January 2019 

 

 

NUTS AND NUT-BASED PRODUCTS 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE – PLEASE READ 

Due to the increasing number of our pupils suffering from 
allergies we have been a nut-free school for a while. This 
year one of our new pupils has a very severe allergy. 
Almost every school in the country now has at least one 
pupil with a nut allergy - compared with a generation ago 
when this would have been a rarity. 

Our greatest fear is that a pupil with such an allergy will 
suffer an acute, sometimes life-threatening allergic reaction, 
which can occur within seconds of exposure to nuts. Given 
the serious risk to pupils with allergies, I am sure you will 
agree that it is prudent to ask parents not to allow their 
children to bring any food to school containing nuts.  
We really appreciate your support with this. 

 

Portway Family Nurturing Programme 
Starts: Wed 26th Sept 9:30-11:00 

Vigo Primary School 
We are running another joint programme with Vigo 
Primary and this time they are hosting. 

To be book a place or find out more then contact 
Gemma Sacree on 017842 or email 
g.sacree@portway-inf.hants.sch.uk 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uniform-suppliers-i-3785.php
http://www.teachaa.co.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/get-into-teaching-coffee-morning-tickets-48730587499
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/get-into-teaching-information-evening-tickets-48730623607

