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Year 4 Residential Trip Last week the Year 4 residential visit to Hooke Court took place. We have been going to Hooke 

Court for several years and they are always really positive trips. Last week went really well and the children had lots of things 
to share when they returned. It was really encouraging to hear positive reports about behaviour and manners and the staff at 
Hooke Court made some lovely comments about our pupils.  I also want to thank our staff who attended the visit (Miss 
Windross, Mrs Millar, Miss Abbott, Mrs Ibbotson, Mrs Staff, Miss Nield, Mrs Fettes and Miss Stott). We are very lucky to have 
such a dedicated and professional group of staff. There are still some pictures on our website if you haven’t had a chance to 
have a look. 

PSA Christmas Cake Sale & Raffle - Friday 14
th

 December 3:00 in Infant School Hall Please put the date in your diary! 
This time the PSA are asking for donations of cake from Years R, 3 and 6 (they ask different year groups each time.) Cakes 
can be dropped off in to the community room at the start of the day on Friday 14th. They are still looking for volunteers to 
help on the day so please let them know if you can help.  

Year 6 Calshot Residential Visit – January Please ensure the medical form is returned as soon as possible and by 
this Friday (7th December) at the very latest. There are copies of the letter and the medical form on our website. 

Clubs - Last Dates As already notified, clubs will finish at the end of this week. (Year 4 football and netball are back 
on this week as usual.) The only exceptions are for Glee & Drama Clubs, who will carry on for an extra week to 
continue rehearsals for the Christmas production.  

Christmas Gifts As we approach Christmas, I would urge families to consider a couple of things if purchasing presents for 
children (I have already had a word with Father Christmas about the gifts that he brings!) Most people will remember I have 
mentioned before about my concerns over pupils playing video games with a 15 or 18 age restriction. While many video 
games are entirely appropriate for children, there are some that are clearly not and can have some very mature themes. It is 
clearly not appropriate for children to play, or to watch others playing, games rated 18 and therefore suitable only for adults 
aged eighteen or over as they contain content that is very unsuitable for children, including extreme and intense violence, 
strong sexual content, inappropriate language and use of drugs and alcohol. Please don’t buy these games for primary-aged 
children and remind others not to do so as well. 
I would also urge all parents & carers (and Grandmas, Uncles, friends!) to consider buying a book for children this Christmas. 
We believe that every child should receive at least one book at Christmas as it is a great present. There are lots of excellent 
books around, including comic-style ones, but a few of our favourite authors/poets are Helena Pielichaty, James Carter, Anne 
Wan, Sarah McIntyre, Nicky Dee, Steve Clifford, the Etherington brothers and Tom Palmer, who have all visited Portway over 
the years. Of course there are lots of great books for children available so please consider one for Christmas. 

                                                Tim Deery 

 

 

  

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Alfie Taylor, Grayson Wells, Siraj Rai, Liana Rodrigues, Amelia Kerr, Timothy Morgan, Freya Norton, Ralphie Faye, India Elliott 
Year 4: Scarlett Bowden-Tarrant, William Gibbs, Lucas Judd 
Year 5: Jessica Johnson, Anya-Rose Merritt, Teani-Jay Horne, Matthew Paterson, Chloe Pollard, Oliver Parnham, Izzy Bain, Brandon Burns, Laylani Schulze 
Year 6:  Taylor Thomson, Lucas Watkins-Head, Olivia Hill, Alfie Smith, Tehya Kidd, George Baulsom, Dipa Pun, Bobby Davis, Dan Baitrum 

 

Headlice There have been some recent sightings of 

these little creatures. We would very much appreciate it if 
you could be vigilant and check your children’s hair to 
evict any that might be found there! Further advice can be 
found at www.nhs.uk/conditions/Head-lice 

 

 

 

 

PSA Christmas Cake Sale & Raffle 
Friday 14

th
 December – Starts at 3:00 in the Infant School Hall 

Cakes! 
This time could we ask for cakes  to be provided by 

years R, 3 and 6 please! 

(Cakes can be dropped in to community room on the morning of 14
th

) 

 

Raffle with lots of great prizes to win! Raffle tickets 
can be bought from infant school reception or on 
the day. 
 

Job Vacancy – Job Vacancy – Job Vacancy 

We are looking for a Learning Support Assistant & 
Midday Supervisory Assistant to join our team! 

The post is from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 5 days a week 
and is a temporary post (until end of academic 
year.) 

There are further details in the vacancy section of 
our website. 

www.portwayjunior.co.uk 

  
 

Calshot Residential (Year 6) – January 2019 
Please note that all monies should have now been paid. 

(We have already paid Calshot.) If you haven’t paid yet 

could this please be done as soon as possible. 

Many thanks. 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Head-lice


 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 

Fri 14th Dec   PSA Christmas Cake Sale & Raffle 
Mon 17th Dec   Glee/Drama Club Christmas Performance 6:00 
Tues 18th Dec  9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 
Wed 19th Dec   9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 
Thur 20th Dec   Christmas Jumper/Dress Down day/Christmas Lunch 
Fri 21st Dec   End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) – No uniform needed 

Mon7th Jan   New Term Begins 
Thur 10th Jan   Year 6 to University of Winchester 
Thur 10th Jan   6:00 SATs meeting for Year 6 parents  
Mon 21st Jan   Calshot Residential (Year 6) 
Fri 1st Feb   Day Closure  
Fri 15th Feb   Last Day before ½ Term Break 
Mon 25th Feb   School returns 
Thur 28 Feb   Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 
Fri 1st March   Day Closure – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 
Fri 5th April   Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 

 

Christmas Week Messages & Reminders: Mon 17th – Fri 21st December 

Christmas Cards The school Christmas card post box is now open. Pupils will deliver cards around the school, but please 

make sure that all cards are clearly labelled with full name and class. 

Christmas Play - Monday 17
th

 December The drama & glee club will be presenting our Christmas musical, ‘Who?’ on 17 

December in the evening at 6:00. Tickets are free and EVERYONE is welcome to come along!  

Christmas Carol Services - Tuesday 18
th

 & Wednesday 19
th

 December Our Christmas carol services will take place in the 

school hall and the service for year 3 and 4 will be on the morning of Tuesday 18
th
 December (starting soon after the school day 

starts) with the year 5 and 6 service taking place the following day on Wednesday 19
th

 December. As you will realise, space is 
very short indeed in the hall but it would be great to see parents, friends and families join us. It would be really useful if 
pushchairs, etc could be left outside of the main doors rather than in the hall or in the reception area. Also little ones are 
welcome but please take them out if they become restless or noisy. 

Christmas Lunch - Thursday 20th December With last week’s newsletter you should have received a note about the 

Christmas lunch on Thursday 20th December. Please fill in the slip and return to school asap. 

Festive Outfit Day – Thursday 20
th

 December On Thursday 20
th

 everyone is invited to dress in their best ‘Festive Outfit’! It 

could be a Christmas fancy dress or a Christmas jumper or just something with a Christmas feel. No uniform (and no football 
kits!) on that day. 

Last Day The last day of term is Friday 21
st

 December and school finishes at 1:15 as it is our last day before the Christmas 

holiday. We have agreed that pupils do not need to wear uniform on this day. 

 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential 2018 
On Wednesday 28th of November, we arrived in the school 
dining hall to get ready for the trip of a lifetime – Year 4s 
residential to Hooke Court! Year 4 were off to stay there for 3 
days. We were quite nervous but extremely excited to get on 
the coach and set off on our amazing adventure. When we got 
there we were told our rooms and made our beds, with a bit of 
help from the teachers. We loved the food, especially the 
sausages! The puddings were also amazing – everyone liked 
the chocolate cake and ice cream! We did lots of great 
activities, including watching Miss Nield and Mrs Ibbotson 
dress up in all the equipment of a Roman solider, which looked 
very heavy. We did Roman cooking, wrote our Latin names in 
ink and completed lots of team challenges. Everyone was very 
brave with staying away from their family and we all agreed 
that we love Hooke Court! There are some photographs of our 
trip on the school website. 
Thank you to our teachers who looked after us. It is a trip we 
will remember for a very long time! 

By Beau Dowinton and Brody Peters (Year 4) 

 

Breakfast 
Makes a 

Difference! 
 

 

 

 

Lots of studies have shown 
that children who eat a 
healthy breakfast are more 
likely to do well at primary 
school than those who do 
not. They have found eating 
unhealthy items such as 
sweets and crisps for 
breakfast, reported by one in 
five children, had a negative 
impact on how they 
performed in school. 

The odds of achieving an 
above average performance 
was up to twice as high for 
pupils who ate breakfast, 
compared with those who 
did not.  

This matches our own 
observations that children 
who have not eaten 
breakfast find concentrating 
difficult and tend to ‘flag’ 
mid-morning and lose 
concentration. 

Healthy Snacks @ Break 

It is also a good time to 
remind everyone that only 
healthy snacks should be 
brought in for breaktime. 
Sweets and chocolate 
should not be brought into 
school at any time. A quick 
mid-morning snack can 
really help concentration 
levels! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


