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World Book Day – Thursday 7th March (TOMORROW) To celebrate World Book Day tomorrow we are inviting everyone 
to dress up as a book character. It can be ANY character from ANY book. The only rule is you must know what book it is 
from when asked! We are also going to repeat the book swap we did last year. The idea is that pupils bring in a book they 
have read and don’t mind giving away and they get to choose a different book to take home. It is a very simple idea and 
costs nothing!  So if children pick a book from home and bring into school on Thursday, they can then pick up a book to take 
home! 

Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) Meetings Many thanks to everyone who came to the meetings last week, we hope you found 
them useful. If you didn’t manage to attend, it would be useful if you contact your child’s classteacher to arrange another 
meeting. 

Clubs After school clubs have now restarted. Please can everyone note when their child has a club and remind them on the 
day. We will also try and remind everyone in school. Many thanks. 

Near Miss As we know traffic is a real challenge around the school. Recently there was a near miss with one of our pupils 
and his mum, as they cycled into school. Luckily they were ok but were very shaken up and the incident was reported to the 
police. We are fairly certain that the car involved was driven by someone not connected to Portway. Please can everyone 
take care on the way to and from school as some drivers don’t seem to be aware of the numbers of children and adults in the 
area.                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OfSTED Visit Hopefully everyone got the letter on Monday about our recent visit from OfSTED. If you didn’t get one then a 
copy of it can be found on the front page of our website. It should be published on the OfSTED website later in the week. 

I would like to say a huge thank you to staff and governors for their hard work, dedication and commitment in order to ensure 
that we provide the best possible opportunities for the children of Portway Junior School. I would also like to congratulate and 
thank the pupils, who were very positive about the school and were praised for how they work together and support each 
other well. We also really appreciate all of the support from parents and families – it makes a real difference to us all! 
 

We look forward to continuing to build on this positive report and to ensure we continue to provide the very best possible 
education and care, both now and in the future. Some quotes from the letter: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Harvey Mills, Kathryn Vaughan, Maci Timmins, Grayson Wells, Harrison Fogarty, Haydn Goodeve, Isla Whitlock, Leah Stepney, Leah Colville 
Year 4: Bray Jones, Monty Nunan, Chloe Newman, Seb Mekky, Alfie Heaver, Lexi Forbes, Alfie Mumford, Lilly-Shannon Jeffery, Brody Peters, Jacob 

Rutherford 
Year 5: Samarpan More, Thomas Noble, Bobby-Rose Thorne, Grace Trussler, Natan Reczuch, Marly Spry, Brandon Burns, Leon Hicks, Harry Baker, Keiran 

Ward, Maya Knight, Charlie Smith 
Year 6: Seb Slater, Alfie Smith, Mason Healey, Kieran Morrell, Billie Chivers, Conor Ford, Jake Humphreys, Ollie Pratt, Levi Adams, Will Pashley, Imogen 

Bremner 

 

                       Tesco Bags of Help Scheme  (1st March-30 April) 
The school council have been successful in their application to Tesco as part of their Project Playground 
fundraising. Now all tokens in Tesco can be put into the ‘Portway slot’ and will add to our total.  
The shops are involved are: 

Main Tesco – River Way / Tesco Express – Charlton / Tesco Express – Weyhill Road / Tesco Express – Cricketer’s Way 

The more tokens we collect, the more money we will get for our project! 
 

 

Comic Relief – Friday 15
th

 March (next week) 
The school council have agreed that on Friday 15

th
 March pupils can come to school wearing a red 

accessory or with a red nose, if that is what they want to do. It is totally voluntary! Donations (a minimum of 
£1) will go towards Comic Relief.  

 
 

“… you have high expectations for both 
your pupils and staff. You have built an 
effective staff team whose members are 
reflective and learn from each other.”  

“Pupils enjoy many aspects of life at 
Portway Juniors … lessons, they say, 
are ‘always fun’. Pupils tell me how 
friendly the school is. They have a great 
sense of pride in each other’s 
achievements.   

“I observed teachers routinely 
challenging pupils to think deeply and 
apply their knowledge to different 
contexts.”  

“The emotional and mental well-being of 
pupils are equally important to leaders. 
Pupils told me they could talk openly and 
honestly to staff and they will always be 
listened to. Pupils say they feel safe in 
school.” 

“Teachers pay close attention to the 
teaching of basic skills and, as a result, 
pupils’ spelling, punctuation and 
handwriting is of a good standard.”  

“Together with her Inclusion Team, she 
(the SENCO) is passionate about 
improving the teaching and learning for 
pupils with SEND.”  

“Pastoral leadership is a significant strength of the school.” 
 

“A culture of ‘no excuses’ permeates 
staff discussions at Portway Juniors. 
Governors are committed to the school 
and are deeply ambitious that every pupil 
will make the best possible progress.” “Leaders have ensured that the curriculum is broad, balanced and exciting.” 



 
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Key Dates for your Diary 

Thur 7
th
 March  World Book Day 

Fri 15
th
 March  Red Nose Day 

Wed 3
rd

 April   Year 4 showcase (evening – all Year 4 pupils) 
Fri 5

th
 April  Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 

Tues 23
rd

 April  Summer Term begins  
Mon 13

th
 May Year 6 SATs Week 

Tues 23
rd

 July  1:15 School finishes for the Summer holiday 

 

Money As we approach the end of the financial year, we have to balance the books before they can be approved and 
audited by Hampshire County Council. If you have any unpaid dinner money, trip money or music tuition then could you 
please send it into the office asap. Our dinner money debt is currently over £800, which is a large amount of money. With 
school budgets becoming increasingly tight, we have to make sure that all debt is recovered and your help is appreciated. 

 

ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINES 

We are willing to administer medicines to 
your child if necessary. Please bring the 
medicine (in its original container) into the 
school office so that you can complete 
the appropriate paperwork and DO NOT 

send medicine into school with your child.  

Please note that we will be unable to 
administer any medicine without 
signed consent on the appropriate 
form. 

 

 

New Age Kurling Competition 
At Harrow Way School 

On Tuesday 26th February Mrs Christy 
and Mrs Ibbotson took 16 children from 
across the school to a New Age Kurling 
Competition at Harrow Way School. This 
is a bit like the curling you see in the 
Winter Olympics but obviously not on the 
ice! When we arrived we were met by Mr 
Cole who explained there had been a mix 
up with numbers and there would be a 
short delay whilst we waited for him to 
move things around. This turned out to be 
a good thing as it meant we would all play 
more games! We sorted ourselves into 4 
teams of 4 - 1 pupil from each year group. 
We then played other teams from Andover 
schools with some tough games and some 
good results. We had a great afternoon 
and enjoyed working with others from 
different year groups. Mrs Christy and Mrs 
Ibbotson enjoyed spectating and were 
impressed with some of the tactics used in 
the games.  

Squad: Bryn Marshall, Katy-Leigh Mason, 
Mohammad Barahmeh, Jacob Miles, Daisy 
Whittaker, George Harris, Lilly-Shannon 
Jeffery, Favour Sonaike, Hadia Sajjad, 
Nicole Drabik, George Hendrick, Jasper 
Taplin, Leticia Randall, Ruby Sheppard, 
Michael Hammerton, Ella Fielding,  

 

Attendance & Lateness 

 
We understand that occasionally children may be absent from school or 
arrive late, perhaps through illness or exceptional family circumstances. As a 
school, we are required by law to record reasons for absence and follow strict 
guidance around persistent absence or lateness.  

Reporting absence 
Parents should contact the front office on the morning of absence and leave 
a message on the answerphone explaining why they won't be in school or, if 
needed, speak to a member of staff. The office opens at 8:30 although the 
telephone answering is on 24 hours a day. Parents who have not contacted 
the front office will receive a letter requesting a reason be provided. If no 
reason is given, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised.   

Arriving late? 
School starts at 8.50am and it is important that children arrive on time. 
Arriving late could mean they miss key input from the teacher and walking 
into a lesson already underway can lead to feelings of anxiety. It is also 
disruptive for the rest of the class. 

If your child arrives after 8.50am, they must be brought to the front office to 
sign in and this is recorded as a late. If this is after 9:00 they will be recorded 
as late after registers have closed and this is classed as an unauthorised 
absence. 

If you have any questions or may be concerned about your child's 
attendance, please contact the office to speak to a member of staff. If you are 
finding the morning routine a challenge or you would welcome some support 
or advice, our Family Support Worker, Gemma Sacree, is here to help. 
Messages can be left for her via the office. 

 

 

Test Valley Brass Visit Year 5 
On Thursday 28

th
 February Test Valley Brass came to Portway to spend a day with Year 5. They are 

a local brass band and they brought lots of instruments to show us. During the morning we were 
lucky enough to have a go at playing different instruments, and these included a trumpet, 
euphonium, tuba and clarinet. We also got to play a hose pipe! (with a funnel and mouthpiece 
attached.) All of year 5 really enjoyed the visit and lots want to learn to play and possibly join the 
band. Thank to Test valley Brass for coming and to Mrs Howell for arranging the visit.  

By Keira Hunter & Faith Linham (Year 5) 

 

 

In the summer term, together with RCS and Portway 
Infant School, we are running a ‘Making a Change’ 
course. 

This Course will help you to: 

 Improve confidence levels 

 Explore & develop techniques to improve self esteem 

 List coping skills that you can use 

It is totally free and takes place on  
23

rd
 & 30

th
 April, 7

th
, 14

th
 & 21

st
 May    9.00 - 12.00 

If you are interested then call the Portway Infant 
School office on 01264 323 716 or see the flyer that 

went home last week 

 

Day Closure 

Friday 28th 

June 
 


