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PSA Christmas Fayre – TOMORROW (Thurs) 5:30 – 7:30 pm 
 

The Christmas Fayre is almost here so make sure you have Thursday evening pencilled in your diary. The 
PSA do a great job to support the school but they need YOUR help. Anything you can do to encourage 
friends, relatives and neighbours to come along would be great.  

DRESS DOWN DAY – PLEASE NOTE – TOMORROW - THURSDAY 8th DECEMBER  

The Dress Down Day for the Christmas Fayre is also TOMORROW! The ‘fine’ is 
chocolate items for the junior children (bottles for the infants.). All donations can be 
dropped off in the hall before school or taken into class and they will be collected from 
there. 

 

WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS – CAN YOU HELP? 
The PSA really appreciate all of the offers of help. If you are free tomorrow (Thurs) in the 
day then we could do with some extra hands to do some jobs. Just pop into the main hall 
and ask for Nicole. The PSA can be contacted on portway.psa@outlook.com or contact 
Nicole Norton on 07919 403764 

 

Christmas Week Messages & Reminders: Mon 12th - Fri 

16th December 

Christmas Play - Monday 12th & Tuesday 13th December The performing arts & glee club will be presenting our 
Christmas musical, ‘The Learner Shepherd’ next Monday & Tuesday evenings at 6:00. Tickets are free and EVERYONE 
is welcome to come along!  

Christmas Carol Services - Wednesday 14
th

 & Thursday 15
th

 December Our Christmas carol services 
will take place in the school hall and the service for year 3 and 4 will be on the morning of Wednesday 
14

th
 December (starting soon after the school day starts) with the year 5 and 6 service taking place the 

following day on Thursday 15
th
 December. As you will realise, space is very short indeed but it would be 

great to see parents, friends and families join us. It would be really useful if pushchairs, etc could be left 
outside of the main doors rather than in the hall or in the reception area. 

Christmas Lunch - Thursday 15th December With last week’s newsletter you should have received a note about the 
Christmas lunch on Thursday 15th December. Please fill in the slip and return to school asap and by this Friday at the 
very latest. 

Festive Outfit Day – Friday 16
th

 December On Friday 16th everyone is invited to dress in their best 
‘Festive Outfit’! It could be a Christmas fancy dress or a Christmas jumper or just something with a 
Christmas feel. No uniform (and no football kits!) on that day. Please also remember that school finishes at 
1:15 as it is our last day before the Christmas holiday. 

Christmas Cards The school Christmas card post box is now open. Pupils will deliver cards around the school, but 
please make sure that all cards are clearly labelled with full name and class. 
 

Jam Jars As part of our planning Christmas activities we need to collect one clean jam jar without a label per pupil. If you 
have any please bring them in to school via the classrooms. (They don’t need to have lids) Many thanks.  
 

Year 4 Residential Visit to Hooke Court The Year 4 residential visit to Hooke Court went really well last week and everyone 
came back with lots to say about what they had done. The staff at Hooke Court were very complimentary about the behaviour 
of our pupils, which is always lovely to hear! We must also say thank you to the staff who attended (Miss Windross, Miss 
Millar, Miss Freemantle, Miss Patterson, Mr Poore, Mrs Staff, Mrs Robinson and Mrs McKernan). We are very lucky indeed to 
have such a dedicated and professional group of staff. There are still some pictures on our website if you haven’t had a 
chance to have a look. 
 

Scarlet Fever In the last 6 weeks we have a small number of children who have been diagnosed with scarlet fever. This is 
usually a mild illness but should be treated with antibiotics to minimise the risk of complications and reduce the spread to 
others. Symptoms include a sore throat, headache, fever, nausea and vomiting, this is followed by a fine red rash which first 
appears on the chest and stomach and spreads to other parts pf the body. The face can be flushed but pale around the 
mouth. If you think your child may have scarlet fever please see your GP or contact NHS 111 as soon as possible. Make sure 
your child takes the full course of antibiotics that are prescribed and keep children at home for at least 24 hours after starting 
antibiotic treatment to avoid spreading the infection. Thank you with your help in preventing this spreading further.  
 

Portway Press As next week is the last week of term we will publish the Portway Press on Tuesday rather than Wednesday. 
Please also remember that school finishes on Friday 16

th
 December at 1:15. 

                                                     Vicky Windross & Tim Deery 
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Some Key Dates for your Diary 
(Full Sheet can be found in Portway Press section of website) 

Thur 8th Dec  PSA Christmas Fayre (& Dress Down day) 

Wed 14th Dec  Carol Service for Years 3 & 4  

Thur 15th Dec  Carol Service for Years 5 & 6 

Fri 16th Dec  School Council Christmas Jumper Day 

Fri 16th Dec  End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

Tues 3rd Jan  School returns 

Thurs 5th Jan  Meeting for Year 6 parents re National Tests 

Thur 12th Jan  Year 4 and 4 Theatre Visit to see Jungle Book 

Mon 23rd Jan  Year 6 Residential to Calshot 

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Jasper Fry, Lily Davis, Brooke Winning, Natan Reczuch, Harri Prosser, Adam Holman, Annabelle Morgan, Ethan Smith, Daniel Field 
Year 4: Arishna Purja-Pun, Kieran Morrell, Luke Heaton, Daniel Baitrum, Levi Adams, Grace-Ann Rheeder, Aiden Lloyd, Bailey Fudge, Erin White,  
 Shannon Kerwood-Gould, Cole Heaton, Riley Clark, Mahdi Talukda, Daniel Sonaike 
Year 5: Sam Rasey, Jack Donnelly, Darcey Harper, Owen Bartlett, Haydn Barrett, Ryan Travers, Brooke Dabbs, Melissa Campbell 
Year 6:  Tom Hiller, Phoebe Lund, Kelsey Gibbs, Kayla Burgess, Keira Elliott, Asim Gurung, Keira Inman, Freddy Goddard, Catalina Sharp, Megan Nikolic 

 

Breakfast Makes a Difference! 

Studies have shown us that children who eat a 
healthy breakfast are more likely to do well at primary 
school than those who do not. It found eating 
unhealthy items such as sweets and crisps for 
breakfast, reported by one in five children, had a 
negative impact on how they performed in school.  

The odds of achieving an above average performance 
was up to twice as high for pupils who ate breakfast, 
compared with those who did not.  

Alongside a healthy breakfast, other dietary 
behaviours - including number of fruit and vegetable 
portions consumed throughout the day - were all 
significantly and positively associated with educational 
performance. 

This matches our own observations that children who 
have not eaten breakfast find concentrating difficult 
and tend to ‘flag’ mid-morning and lose concentration. 

 
 

Year 6 Assessment Evening Thursday 5
th

 January 

On Thursday 5th January at 6:00pm there will be an 
introduction to the Year 6 statutory tests.  All year 6 
parents, carers and pupils are invited to a short talk with a 
question and answer session in the main hall.  This is a 
really good way of finding out all about the tests and how 
they will affect your children.  

 

Clubs Update/Reminder 
As you know, clubs finished last week except for Glee Club / 

Drama Club, which continue this week, ready for next week’s 

performance. 

The new spring term clubs list will come out in January and, as 

usual, due to year 6 residential and dark evenings the spring 

term clubs will not start after Calshot (Monday 30th January) 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential 2016 
Last week, year 4 went  to an amazing place called Hooke Court! We went for 3 days and 2 nights. 
 

The boys and the girls had separate dormitories.  All of the pupils were very well behaved. The bedrooms had different 

names such as Oak, Maple, Daffodil and Daisy. On the first night the food was spaghetti bolognaise or meatballs and pasta. 

The second night’s meal was a scrumptious roast dinner, with chocolate sponge and chocolate custard for pudding. 
 

In the day time we did activities such as cooking, making aqueducts and team building, for this we used collaboration skills. 

After dinner was finished, at approximately 7pm each evening, we did more fun activities like mosaics, Roman soldier 

training and we found out a lot about the equipment of a Roman soldier. On Thursday evening we had a wonderful pyjama 

parade and watched some Christmas movies but after all the fun of the day we were very sleepy so it was soon time for 

teddy and bed!                By Oliver Hicklin and Tehya Kidd 

 

Indoor Athletics – Portway Win Again! 
Last week we took 3 teams of pupils to the Indoor Athletics 
Tournament at Harrow Way. Pupils were split into teams and they 
took part in different events such as: triple jump, long jump, beanbag 
throw, javelin, sprints and relay type races. It was a very successful 
afternoon and our teams came 1

st 
in 1 cof the competitions and

 
, 2

nd
 

and 3
rd 

in the other
! 
 Harrow Way also keep a note of all results over 

the years and Portway broke 6 records on the afternoon (some of 
which had been in place for several years!)  
Many thanks, once again, to Mrs Poonia and Mrs Seymour for taking 
the team to the competition. We would also like to thank Harrow Way 
for organising another great event – we are very lucky to work so 
closely with them! It was lovely to see lots of ex-Portway pupils there 
running the event in their role as sports ambassadors. 
 

Squad: Izzy Todd, Alyssia Linham, Georgia Dickins, Keira Inman, 

Leiko Fletcher, Isabelle Wincott, Kiva Dyer. Kaitlyn Pedder, Kaisha 
Monterio, Lucy Barker, Megan Nikolic, Poppy Bond, Harrison Davies, 
Taylor Wilding, Lewis Broe, Fraser Gibbs, Pheonix Jones, Freddie 
Randall, Finlay Hewlett, Lucas Smith, Vinnie Gray, Martin Kairys, 
Xander Gillies, Lorence Sunar 

 

YEAR 3 GO TREE PLANTING 
On Friday 2

nd
 December all of Year 3 went to Harmony Woods to 

plant some young trees.  The trees were oak, lime and birch. 
 

Jasper planted an oak, Kodi planted a lime tree and Owen did 
the same as Kodi.  We also went on a treasure hunt, which was 
lots of fun!  We had to find pictures of animals that could live in a 
pond (because there is a new pond at Harmony Woods). 
 

We all had a fun morning and now we know how to plant trees 
and the brilliant thing is we could go back in many years’ time to 
see the trees we planted.  By then they will be tall and majestic. 
 

By Kodi Wells, Owen Cook and Jasper Fry 

 

Year 4 only have a dress down day on Thursday 15
th

 December for bringing the most families 

to the recent parents vs. pupils challenge evening.  Everyone else in uniform please. 
 


