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Reading at Home Many thanks to everyone who has been reading with their children at home – the improvement in reading 
this year has been very encouraging. Despite all of the technology changes in our society reading is more important than 
ever. When children see adults reading and writing in everyday life – reading for pleasure, sharing a story with them, using a 
recipe, making a shopping list, writing a birthday card, browsing the web, reading street signs or reading and writing emails – 
it teaches them that reading and writing are important skills. We know finding time is difficult to find these days but it really 
does make a huge difference if you can find time to read with your son or daughter. Actually just the fact of spending ‘quality 
time’ together when reading helps the parent/child bond and children love to know you are interested in them and want to 
spend time with them. The primary years slip by very quickly indeed but those times reading with them will stay with them 
forever. Please try and find the time if you possibly can. 

Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) Meetings - Thursday 2nd & Friday 3rd March With last week’s 
Portway Press you should have received a letter about the PPT meetings after half term. If not, there 
is a copy on our website in the other letters folder. These are important meetings at the midway point 
of the year to discuss progress so far and targets for the second part of the year.  As you are probably 
aware, we see these meetings as an important part of the partnership between child, parent and 
teacher as it helps us all agree what has gone well and the priorities for the future. Please consider 
booking an appointment on Friday during the day as this helps us to be able to offer a full 15 minute 
meeting to each parent (rather than 5-10 minutes common to many schools). 

Parent volunteers Our Year 3 team would welcome some parent help with hearing children read. The slot would be from 
9:00-9:30 and could be on any day and would really help us out. If you are interested, please pop into the office to let them 
know. You will need to have a DBS check, which we can arrange for you without charge, you will just need to pick up a 
Volunteer Pack from the school office. This is a simple procedure so please don’t let it put you off if you would like to help us 
out.  

Hooke Court Meeting for Year 3 Parents Don’t forget that tonight (Wednesday 8th February) is a meeting at 6:00 in 4RM 
(the middle classroom in the Y4 corridor) all Year 3 parents about the Year 4 residential trip.  

World Book Day - Monday 6th March To celebrate World Book Day we are inviting everyone to dress 
up as a book character. Due to our PPT meetings we have decided to celebrate on Monday 6

th
 March 

(rather than Thursday 2
nd

 March) It is still a few weeks away but it is time to get your thinking caps on! It 
can be ANY character from ANY book. The only rule is you must know what book it is if from when asked! 
We are also going to repeat the book swap we did 2 years ago. The idea is that pupils bring in a book 
they have read and don’t mind giving away and they get to choose a different book to take home. It is a 
very simple idea and costs nothing!  So if children pick a book from home and bring into school on 
Monday 6

th
 March, they can then pick up a book to take home. 

Be Wiser Torches We have been kindly donated some small torches from local firm Be Wiser Insurance. We are sending 
one home to each child today. They are quite small and ideal for putting in coat pockets for those darker mornings and 
evening. Many thanks to Mr Lake from Be Wiser for sending them to us! 

Vicky Windross & Tim Deery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Some Key Dates for your Diary (see website for all dates) 
Thur 16th Feb Y4 drop in for parents to look at pupils’ work (before school 8:30-9:00) 

 Y3 Exhibition for parents (after school 3:20pm) 

  Y5 showcase for parents (after school 3:20pm) 

Fri 17th Feb End of ½ Term 

Mon 27th Feb School returns 

Thu 2nd March  Pupil/Parent/Teacher meetings (evening) 

Fri 3rd March  Day Closure (for Pupil/Parent/Teacher meetings) 

Mon 6th March  Portway World Book Day 

Mon 8th May  Year 6 SATs Test Week 

Fri 23rd June  Day Closure 

Tues 25th July  1:15 School finishes for the year 

 

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

 
Year 3: Hannah Salter, Annabelle Morgan, Emily-Jade Swetmore, Brandon Burns, Hadia Sajjad,Sudan Rai, Callie Winning, Erin McGinty, Sophie Taylor, 

Jasmine Kerwood.  
Year 4: Bobby Davis, Luke Heaton, Billie Chivers, Luke Head, George Baulsom, Sophie Judd, Fynly Travell, Conor Ford, Joshua Winter. 
Year 5: Riley Green, Dylan Hart, Amelie Knight, Miah Lazaretti, Bethany Peachey, Kyle Smith, Sanjog Limbu,Thomas Merritt, Sambrid Gurung, Ryan McCarthy  
Year 6:  Isabella Phillips, Phoebe Lund, Adrian Graham, Kyle Barrow, Paul Price, Jessica Winter, Martin Kairys, Eddie Irwin  

 

Day Closures 

Friday 3rd March – for Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Friday 23rd June 

 

 

 



 
Year 6 Graduation Ceremony at The Lights 

Wednesday 5th July 10:00 AM 
Please note the date of the 2017 year 6 graduation ceremony at The Lights 
has been confirmed as the morning of Wednesday 5th July. The ceremony 
will take start at about 10:00 and should finish by midday when we will take 
pupils back to school. As usual, space is going to be very tight indeed and we 
will allocate 1 ticket per family of year 6 pupils and then hold a ballot for 
families who would like an extra ticket for the spare seats. (There are only 
240 seats in the auditorium and this has to include all of the 96 year 6 
children plus our staff) Other family members are welcome to join us in the 
foyer of The Lights after the main presentations for photos, etc at about 
11:15. Letters with further details, including the application for the ballot for 
extra tickets, will go out nearer the time but it would be a good idea to put the 
date in your diaries now. 

 

 

 

This year in French, Year 6 have been learning all about French schools and how they are different to schools in England. Miss Rose 
set up a link with a French school called Saint Michel in Redon, France. (This is the area of France that Andover is twinned with). 
Before Christmas we received an e-mail from the children and their teacher, Madame Matull so Miss Rose  
asked Year 6 to write a letter in reply. In groups of three, we used the dictionaries to help us with words we  
didn’t know and we were surprised about how well we were able to write in French! Our letters were posted  
just before Christmas. After waiting a month or so, we have finally received the replies! We felt excited and  
pleased and couldn’t wait to read them. We learnt all about the children in Madame Matull’s class; some like  
street dance, football, horse riding and maths! We are looking forward to writing our replies! 
Corey Brooker, Lucy Barker, Isabella Phillips 

 

Year 6 Residential Visit to Calshot 2017 
On 23

rd
 January 88 year 6 pupils started their residential visit to Calshot Activity centre.  It was 

a foggy week but we didn’t have any rain so didn’t get wet! 
Everyone settled in when we arrived and got unpacked before having a tour of the centre. We 
also did a fire drill so we knew where to go if the alarm went off!  
During the week we did lots of activities and some of the favourites were skiing, abseiling, low 
ropes, crate stack, archery and climbing. Lots of the activities were challenging and we often 
had to work in a team. We all had different favourites but skiing and ringoes were very popular 
indeed! We also did some evening activities including the egg drop challenge and rushing 
rockets. The food at Calshot was also very good and there was aways plenty to eat (including 
snacks at breaktimes!) The year 6 favourites were pizza and pasta although the cooked 
breakfasts were amazing!  
The instructors were brilliant and really helped us to challenge ourselves during the week. We 
would like to thank our teachers for taking us and to our parents for letting us go. It was an 
amazing experience and we all want to go again!  
We must admit we were very tired by the end as we were busy all day and into the evening so 
we slept well (most of the time!) 
Mr Deery has told us he has booked the trip for January 2018 ready for year 5 and we think 
they will have an amazing time. There are lots of photos and some video montages on our 
website if you would like to have a look.              By Poppy Bond and Reuben Hewerdine 

 

 

 

School Meal Increase - £2:15 from April 2017 
A Message from Hc3S (Hampshire County Council Catering Services) 

On 18 January 2017, Executive Lead Member for Hampshire County Council’s Children's Services, Councillor Keith 
Mans, approved the increase of the school meal price to £2.15 with effective from 1 April 2017. 

The increase of five pence is being introduced to meet the rising cost of providing school meals, but we believe  this 
continues to represent good value for money for a two course, freshly cooked school meal. 

School meals need to remain affordable, however we are balancing this against the increasing costs of providing those 
meals, including higher charges for ingredients.  Councillor Mans commented, "It is my view that the proposal to raise 
the cost of each meal by small increments, over time, will avoid sudden, dramatic price hikes further down the line, and 
ensure that the price rise is manageable.” 

 


