
Harvest Assembly - TOMORROW 
Once again this year, we are supporting the work of The Bridge, run by The Valley Church, in town. They do 
some valuable work with the homeless and would be very grateful for any donations of the following: jars of 
jam, marmite, chocolate spread, instant coffee, bottle of ketchup or brown sauce, teabags, sugar and tins of 
beans, soups, spaghetti hoops. Donations should be brought in tomorrow – the day of our Harvest Assembly 
– in order for staff from The Bridge to collect them. (They can be dropped off in the main hall before school.) 
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Calling All Year 6 Parents – The Year 7 deadline approaches! 
The date for Year 6 parents to apply for a Year 7 place for next September is Thursday 31st October. It is 
very important that all applications are made by this date as late applications are put to the bottom of the list. 
This year all 3 local secondary schools are full and so were unable to offer places to local children who had 
only applied somewhere else. You can name up to three schools on your application, in order of preference, 
and your child is added to a list for each of the schools you have named. Each schools list is then ranked in 
accordance with the published admission criteria for that school to determine whether they are able to offer a 
place. If only one of your preferred schools can offer a place, you will be allocated a place at that school and, 
if your child qualifies for a place at more than one school, the one ranked highest on your application will be 
allocated. The problem occurs when none of your preferred schools can offer a place and you will then be 
allocated a place at the catchment school (but only if places remain) or the nearest school (measured as a 
straight line) with a place available. This is why it is important not just to name one school but make 3 
choices, just in case 

All of the details are on the link below but please ask if you need any help. 

www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7 

Parent Consultation Evenings Today you should receive a letter with all of the details about the parent 
consultation evenings, which take place on Tuesday 22nd and Thursday 24th October. We are using the online 
system again after the successful trial last year. All of the details will be on the letter coming home today. 
Bookings open at 7:00pm tonight and will be open until the day before the first session. The web address to make 
a booking is https://www.parents-booking.co.uk/portwayjunior 

Times Tables Rock Stars! In assembly on Fridays we announce the current year group leaders 
for the Times Table Rock Stars. The challenge has been set to see if we can knock these leaders 
off the top! There are further details about Times Tables Rockstars on the front page of our 
website. It is a great activity to do at home and can have a huge impact on how well pupils do in 
maths now and in the future. 

PTA Well done to all of the PTA volunteers who braved the rain to walk part of the Test Way last weekend. We 
really appreciate all they do for us. We are SO lucky to have such an amazing group! 

Coats The weather has not been great recently with a fair bit of rain. Please could all children bring a coat to 
school every day as we like to get outside if we can, even if it is drizzling. Many thanks. 

Bag2School The PTA have organised a clothes and shoe collection with Bag2School, the 
UK’s leading textile recycler.  The bags are coming home today.  As well as helping to raise 
funds for the schools, they also help the environment by diverting unwanted textiles away 
from landfill.  Please return your bags to the Infant School on the morning of Tuesday, 22 
October (by 9am).  Please don’t bring them in before this as they have nowhere to store 
them.  Note, no school or work uniforms please. 

 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross                             

 

 

 

  

Temporary Cleaner Vacancy: We are looking for a temporary cleaner to join our friendly team. We need 
someone to do 2 hours after school every day or we would consider someone from 7:00-8:30 every morning. 
This might be suitable for a young person at college or similar. If you know someone who might be 
interested then please ask them to contact the school office and Andy Staff, our site manager, will be in 
contact for an informal chat.   

 

 

 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7
https://www.parents-booking.co.uk/portwayjunior


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sept Bikeability Week for Year 6 
Tues 10

th
 

Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 4 & 6) 
Thur 12

th
 

Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 3 & 5) 
Mon 23

rd
 
 

Sept   Clubs start 
Tues 22

nd
 

Oct Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30)  
Thur 24

th
 

Oct
 

Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30)  
Thur 24

th
  

Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at 3:20pm 
Fri 25

th
 Oct 

 School closed for staff training  
Tues 17

th
 

Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 
Wed 18

th
 

Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 
Fri 20

th
 

Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 
 

S C H O O L    D I N N E R S 
 

Just a reminder that the price of school meals has 

increased to £2.40 per day (£12.00 per week). 

Key Dates for your Diary 

Thur 10
th
 Oct Year 4 World of Walliams Day 

Thur 10
th
 Oct Year 3 Europe Day 

Thur 17
th
 Oct Individual Photographs 

Tues 22
nd

 Oct Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30)  
Thur 24

th
 Oct

 
Parent Consultations (3:30-5:30)  

Thur 24
th
  Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at 3:20pm 

Fri 25
th
 Oct  School closed for staff training  

Tues 17
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 

Wed 18
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 

Fri 20
th
 Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

 

 
RESIDENTIAL TRIPS 

If you would still like to sign your children onto either trip then 
we may be able to add them. Please get in touch with Mrs 

Staff in the office asap. 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential – Nov 2019 
Year 6 Calshot Residential – January 2020 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE: Please be aware that dogs are not allowed on school grounds (except assistance dogs).  We are 
also a non-smoking site.  Bikes and scooters are not to be ridden on site and the play equipment is for the use of Portway Junior 
School pupils only whilst under staff supervision.  Children should not be using the play equipment before or after school.   

Governor Vacancy 
We currently have a vacancy for a community 
governor. These are normally somebody from the local 
area who would like to get involved in a school. Often 
they come from local businesses or organisations. We 
hold all our meetings on Wednesday evenings starting 
at 5:30pm. There is normally one main meeting every 
half term, which lasts about 1½ hours. These are 
supplemented with three committees of which 
governors normally join one. These also meet once per 
half term (on Wednesdays). If you know anyone from 
around the area who might be interested then then 
please encourage them to get in touch via the school 
office. 

Book Fair Comes to Portway! 
The week before ½ term we will have a book fair in school 
for pupils and parents. It will be open in the hall during the 
parent consultations and possibly at some other times during 
the week. 
There will be some bargain books available and the school 
gets a commission on every book sold. 

Year 3 Europe Day – TOMORROW (10th Oct) 
 

Don’t forget that tomorrow 
(Thursday) is the Year 3 
Europe Day. Details went 
home last week and 
children are invited to 
dress up in European 
clothes for the day. 

It could be as simple as wearing something with 
colours from a chosen flag. The children will be 
doing a variety of activities during the day. There 
will also be a parade in the hall at about 3:00 if any 
Year 3 parents would like to join us. 

 

Yr 4 David Walliams Day – TOMORROW (10th Oct) 

A reminder that tomorrow is the 
World Of Walliams day in Year 4. 
Children are invited to dress as their 
favourite David Walliams character 
or wear yellow for the day. There is 
no charge. Parents are welcome to 
join us in the hall at 9:00am for a 
short costume parade. 

 

11
th

 ANDOVER SCOUT GROUP 
Scouting offers young people all over the world the 
opportunity to take part in a whole variety of 
exciting and challenging adventures. 
 
The 11th Andover Scout Group are looking for cub 
scouts (aged between 8 and 10½) to join their 
pack.  They meet weekly at The Hub at St 
Michael’s Church in Colebrook Way.  Check out 
their website at www.11thandoverscoutgroup.com  

Lockdown System  In the next couple of weeks we will be having a lockdown drill as identified in our policy. 
Our lockdown procedure will be signalled by an air horn rather than the fire siren used for fire drills. The main 
principle is for everyone to gather inside and the school’s external doors locked. We are very aware that there 
may be sensitivities around this with some of our children. We will mention it in assembly and in class to avoid 
anyone worrying about it. Please rest assured that we will do our utmost to ensure that children do not become 
distressed in any way. 

 

 

 

 

This ½ term finishes on Thursday 24th 
October at 3:20 – although we have 

parents consultations until 5:30. (It is a day 
closure on Friday 25th October.) 

At Christmas we finish on  
Friday 20th December at 1:15. 

Stop Press: Congratulations to those who represented the school at football last night. The team beat our friends from 
Fairfields Primary 4-1 to reach the next round of the Hampshire Cup. Match report next week. 
 

Congratulations also to our team in the kitchen, who were winners of the Primary School Caterer of the Year in the Educator 
Excellence Awards last night.  Full report to follow next week. 

http://www.11thandoverscoutgroup.com/

