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Portway Schools Association AGM - TONIGHT! (Wednesday 12th October) 7:00 in Junior School Hall The PSA AGM 
takes place today and we would urge everyone to try and get to the meeting or, at least, sign up to help out. In these quite 
challenging financial times we just could not cope without the amazing support of the PSA. They are a great bunch but they 
need YOUR support – why not come along and join in!  We would like to pay tribute to Sarah Thomas, who is stepping 
down as Chair of the PSA. She has worked really hard and we cannot thank her enough for all she has done. Her positive 
attitude to everything has shone through and helped to make all of our events fun and enjoyable. The PSA email is 
portway.psa@outlook.com if you would like to get in touch. 

PSA Family Disco – THIS Friday 7:00-9:00 The PSA Family Disco takes place on Friday! Have you got your tickets yet? 
They can be bought from the PSA website (www.pta-events.co.uk/portway) or by returning the slip that went home 
recently – there is a copy in the other letters section of the school website (www.portwayjunior.co.uk). We are still looking 
for some more volunteers to help run the BBQ on the evening, Please get in touch asap if you can help. Please also 
remember that all children must be accompanied by an adult during this event. 

Poetry Slam 2016 Last Thursday was National Poetry Day and our annual ‘Poetry Slam’, which went really well. Everyone 
wrote their own poems around the ‘Messages’ theme and performed them to their class. Each class then chose one to go 
through to the whole school event and Mr Ireland and a panel of children judged each one (not unlike Strictly Come 
Dancing!). It was very close, but in the end Lewis Broe and Xander Gillies, along with Megan Cook came in third place, 
Martin Kairys and Eddie Irwin won second and a poem, by Lucas Watkins-Head, was first. The standard was very high 
indeed and the judges had a very difficult job choosing. Well done to everyone involved and particular thanks to Miss Millar 
for organising the whole event. There are some photographs of the performers on our website. 

School Council Elections This Friday is our election day for our school council and for our sport captains, which is always 
very exciting. As usual we have teamed up with our friends at Test Valley Borough Council to set up a full polling station in our 
hall with voting booths, ballot boxes and all of the correct equipment to run a proper election. We have nominated pupils to act 
as Returning Officers, who will take charge of the election. Hopefully it is an enjoyable event but does help the children to 
understand the role democracy plays in our lives. As always we would like to pay tribute to everyone who has been brave 
enough to stand for election. They should be congratulated on this as they have been through an early class selection 
process, class hustings and election campaign even before the voting day arrives. Obviously not everyone can win and, on 
Friday when the results are announced, there will be some disappointed children. If your child is standing on Friday we would 
appreciate you telling them, as we will on Friday afternoon, that whatever the result they should be very proud of themselves. 
Democracy is certainly alive and well at Portway! 

Parent Consultation Evenings Hopefully you have already booked an appointment for next week (Wednesday or 
Thursday). Please remember this is an opportunity to check everything has settled well during the first few weeks. When you 
arrive, please use the main entrance and make your way to your child’s classroom and wait to be called by the classteacher. 
We would encourage parents to bring pupils with them to the meetings so that any issues can be discussed. Please 
remember that, as mentioned in the club list, there will be no clubs on Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th October due to 
the parent consultations.  

Headlice There have been some recent sightings of these little creatures. We would very much appreciate it if you could be 
vigilant and check your children’s hair to evict any that might be found there! Further advice can be found at 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/Head-lice.  

Science Week Next week we are having a science-themed week and there will be lots of science-based activities taking 
place throughout the school. To finish off the week (and the ½ term) we are having something special on the Friday. We don’t 
want to spoil the surprise but we think all the children will enjoy it! 

            Vicky Windross & Tim Deery 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Marly Spry, Anya-Rose Merritt, Owen Cook, George Scahill, Faith Linham, Charlie Franke, Evan Tom, Lucas Beale, Harri Prosser 
Year 4: Shannon Leslie, Dom Jephcott, Michael Hammerton, Bailey Fudge, Kyle Brooker, Jake Humphreys, Riley Clarke, Charlie Bond,  
 Rachael Whitaker 
Year 5: Lola Santi, Jacob Mumford, Alfie Franke, Brooke Shelton, Jack Trussler, Hilary Hurcomb, Robert Sawyer, Isabelle Jenkins, Joshua Taylor 
Year 6:  Lorence Sunar, Ciaran Walton, Jessica Vaughan, Callum Sheppard, Jessica Winter, Isabella Philips, Finlay Hewlett, Dylan Hevicon, 
 Milly Jephcott 
 

Harvest Assembly Donations  - TOMORROW 
Our Harvest assembly is tomorrow (13th October). Children can bring in items such as: tinned meat, tinned 
fruit, long-life fruit juice, rice pudding, chocolate or sweet treats, coffee, sugar, long-life milk, biscuits, hot 
chocolate, pasta, baked beans, soup.  They can be left in the hall before school or taken into class. 
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Key Dates for your Diary 
(Full Sheet can be found in Portway Press section of website) 

 

Wed 12th Oct 7:00 PM PSA AGM 

Thurs 13th Oct Harvest Assembly Food Collection 

Fri 14th Oct  PSA Family Disco 

Wed 19th Oct Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30) 

Wed 19th Oct  NO clubs tonight  

Thur 20th Oct BE BRIGHT BE SEEN Day 

Thur 20th Oct  Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30) 

Thur 20th Oct NO clubs tonight 

Fri 21st Oct End of ½ Term 

Fri 16th Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

 

Andover Trees United Photography Competition 
There is an exciting opportunity to take part in a photography competition 

and we hope that some of you will want to be involved. The application form 
for the Andover Trees competition, as well as the rules and conditions can 

be found at the following link: 
http://www.andovertrees.org.uk/CompetitionDescription&Rulesv2.pdf  

DEADLINES 

Year 6 Secondary School Application Forms 
Forms need to be submitted by 31

st
 October  

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential 
All money to be paid by Friday 21

st 
October 

Year 6 Calshot Residential 
All money to be paid by Wednesday 30

th
 November 

 

Europe Day in Year 3 
 
We all dressed up in costumes from countries that are in 
Europe and we did some exciting activities. The first thing we 
did was to show all of the adults our costumes, then we were 
sorted into our house groups for the day’s activities. The first 
activity was to make marshmallow bridges which had to hold 
a particular weight. This helped us to learn about London 
Bridge. Another activity was flamenco dancing where we had 
to get used to our feet and use our hands quite elegantly 
when we danced – this was a lot of fun! After that we cooked 
pizza – this was the best of all! We learnt that Italian pizzas 
were the best and, after we’d cooked them, we got to eat 
them and they were delicious! The fourth activity was an art 
session and we learnt about Henri Rousseau and his 
painting. We got to use wax crayons and pens to colour our 
own artwork in. This was a really good day and we had lots of 
fun. Thank you to our teachers for planning this day.  

Malia Cooper and Charlotte White  

After-School Clubs – Wed 19
th

 & Thurs 20
th 

October 

Due to parent consultations there will be no after-school 
clubs taking place on the above dates. The rest of the 

week is unaffected. 

 Regular Bedtimes - A key to Success 
 
Those of you who know us will remember this is something 
we think is very important indeed. Children who come to 
school tired are far less likely to be able concentrate and, 
therefore, make good progress. Regular and consistent 
bedtime routines are vital for children and this includes clear 
rules on any TV/games machines, etc in bedrooms and 
when they can or cannot be used. As a parent myself, I know 
this is an area that can cause conflict at times so it not 
always easy but we owe it to our children to set clear 
routines. There is lots of good advice on the internet but the 
BBC website is particularly good. It can be found at 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/sleep_matters/  

Tim Deery 

 

Be Bright Be Seen Day  
On Thursday 20

th
 October  will be having a ‘Be 

Bright Be Seen’ accessory day. You should wear 
your school uniform but you may accessorise it with 
neon, brightly coloured or reflective items or shoes 
to raise awareness about being seen easily near the 
roads at this time of year. As the skies are getting 
darker earlier, this means that being near the road 
can be more dangerous. We look forward to your 
help in raising awareness and seeing your 
accessories on this day!  (There is no charge for this 
day.)         

The School Council  

 

Andover Museum by Torchlight         Friday 28 October   5.30pm –7:30pm 
Discover the museums in the dark! Tickets £2.00 per person   No need to book- Just drop in! 

Please bring your own torches! Children must be accompanied by an adult. Parents of younger children, please be 

aware that the museum exhibits include stuffed animals and skeletal remains 

More details: https://hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk/andover-museum      01264 366283 

 

Portway Residential Trips 2016-17 

Hooke Court (Year 4 Residential Trip) - November 2016 
A letter went home last week containing contains all the detail you need to know about the planned residential trip to 
Hooke Court next month. We think that you’ll find it very comprehensive but, if you have any questions, we are all 
available after school today, Wednesday 12th October, from 3:20-4:00. Just pop into any year 4 classroom after school 
and we would be happy to answer any queries you may have. 

 

Calshot Activity Centre (Year 6 Residential) - January 2017 
This trip takes place in January for Year 6 pupils. If you are interested in signing your year 6 child up then you will need 
to get in touch as soon as possible and we will see if they can squeeze any more in at Calshot.  
 

Further details about our residential visits (including pictures of previous trips) can be found in the 
Residential News section of our website www.portwayjunior.co.uk 
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