
Be a Times Table Rockstar!  
Being able to recall your times tables to 12x12 at speed is quite a 
skill and now it’s a skill that all children are required to have by the 
end of their time in Year 4. For the first time this year, the 
government will check this nationally. As we know, knowing your 
times tables thoroughly is an excellent basis for understanding all 
other areas of mathematics; they underpin all areas of 
understanding. Trickier concepts, such as fractions, are much 
easier to grasp if you know your times tables. The website 
ttrockstars.com is brilliant for supporting children’s understanding 
and skill. Every child in our school has their own log on and we 
celebrate their practise and progress in our weekly Celebration 
Assemblies. Please encourage your child to practise regularly so 
that they become more confident in their skills and can attain Rock 
Legend status!  
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Keeping Children Safe Online This is always an issue for us all but there is lots of advice around to help parents. Social 
media is still a big challenge but most sites are not for children under 13 years old so should not be used by our pupils. It is 
important that parents look at their children’s devices on a regular basis and one of the key things is to have an open and 
honest conversation so that nothing is hidden. Many families do not allow any devices in bedrooms so they are not hidden 
away and this might be something to consider. A good website for parents about some of these issues can be found at 
www.net-aware.org.uk. It reviews lots of websites, apps and games and gives advice about them and whether they are 
suitable.  It has been produced by the NSPCC so it is very well written and worth a look. It might be a good chance for 
parents to have a look at the websites, apps, etc. their children are using. Why not come up with a list with your son/daughter 
of the ones they are using and have a look together? There is also a very good checklist for parents on 
www.internetmatters.org and we have copied it on the back of this newsletter.              
  

  

 

 

 

 
 

Book Fair After half term, we were due to host another book fair. Unfortunately we received an email from the Book People 
this week to say they have gone into administration and they will not be coming. We are sorry for the disappointment. It is too 
late to book another company but we will have a look at doing something later in the year. 

School Uniform Reminder As you will know, uniform is worn at Portway to develop a sense of pride and identity. This 
includes shoes rather than trainers and PE kit in specific colours. All of the details are on the website at 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uniform (which also includes details on how to buy uniform). We also ask that no make-up is worn 
in school and hair is tidy and extreme styles/colours are avoided. Long hair should also be tied back during the school day. 
The wearing of jewellery, with the exception of watches and a small ear stud, is not ideal for school and should not be worn.  
Many thanks for your support with this.  

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 
                   

 

  

  

Key Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday12

th
 February  Yr 3 meeting re Next Year’s Hooke Court Residential 

Friday 14
th
 February  Last Day before ½ Term Break 

Monday 24
th

 February  School returns – No clubs this week (PPT meetings) 
Thursday 27

th
 February  Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Friday 28
th
 February  Day Closure – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Thursday 5
th

 March  World Book Day 2020 
Friday 3

rd
 April    Glee Performing at The Lights (eve) 

Friday 3
rd

 April    Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 
Monday 1

st
 June    Day Closure 

Tuesday 2
nd

 June    Day Closure 
Wednesday 22nd July  Last day of term before summer holiday 

 

Office Opening Hours 
8:30-4:30 Mon-Thurs 
8:30-4:00 Fridays 
Outside of these times messages can be 

left on voicemail 

 

Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) Meetings – Thursday 27th and Friday 28th February 

All parents should now have received a letter about the PPT meetings after half term. The booking system 
already opened so you can book an appointment now.  These are very important meetings at the midway point 
of the academic year to discuss progress so far and targets for the second part of the year.  Please consider 
booking an appointment on Friday during the day as this helps us to be able to offer a full 15 minute meeting to 
each parent (rather than 5-10 minutes common to most schools). We are using the same online booking system 
that we used for the meetings last term and all of the details are in the letter. (There is also a copy on the school 
website) Please remember there are no clubs during the PPT meetings week after half term. 

Year 6 Graduation Ceremony  
The Lights – Wednesday 15

th
 July 10:00am  

(Not Wednesday 12
th

 as we said last week – SORRY!) 

Please note the date of the 2020 year 6 graduation ceremony 
at The Lights has been confirmed as the morning of 
Wednesday 15

th
 July. At the moment the ceremony is planned 

to start at about 10:00 and should finish by 12:00 when we will 
return to school for the afternoon. As usual, space is going to 
be very tight indeed and we will allocate 1 ticket per family of 
year 6 pupils and then hold a ballot for families who would like 
an extra ticket for the spare seats. (There are only 240 seats in 
the auditorium and this has to include all of the 96 year 6 
children plus our staff) Other family members are welcome to 
join us in the foyer of The Lights after the main presentations 
for photos, etc at about 10:45/11:00. Letters with further 
details, including the application for the ballot for extra tickets, 
will go out nearer the time. 

 

http://www.net-aware.org.uk/
http://www.internetmatters.org/
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uniform


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Excellent Egyptian Extravaganza!  
 

Last week, Year 3 had an excellent Egyptian extravaganza and spent a day taking part in lots of different Egyptian 
activities. We all dressed up in Egyptian costumes, Heather was a Pharaoh, Leo was Rameses II, there were lots of 
Egyptian princesses like Cleopatra and kings like Tutankhamen. There were also children dressed as mummies and gods, 
such as Anubis and Ra; we even had a Sphinx with an amazing cardboard headdress! Our first activity was cooking – we 
made falafels which included spring onions, chickpeas, coriander and parsley – we got to taste them and some of us even 
liked them! In the second activity we learnt how to write our names in hieroglyphics. These are pictures like lions, vultures, 
cobras and owls which all represented letters. It was good fun and an unforgettable moment; everyone’s bookmarks were 
stupendous! Activity 3 was making scarab beetles out of clay. The Egyptians believed that whenever you found a scarab 
beetle you would have good luck. Some Egyptians even believed that, if you held a scarab beetle when you had died, you 
would have good luck in the afterlife. Our final activity was Egyptian tomb painting. Some of us painted Tutankhamen and 
some of us painted sacred animals such as ibis, bulls, cows and cats. We had the best day! Thank you to our teachers for 
sorting out such a smashing day; we loved being Egyptians!             Leo and Heather (Year 3)                                                                                                             

 

Year 3 Parents  
Tomorrow from 3:10 until 4:00 the children will be presenting some 
of their work on Ancient Egypt in a pop-up museum. The work will 
be on display in year 3 classrooms. Parents and close relatives are 
invited to peruse the displays. The children will hopefully be able to 
explain what they have learned! 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential Meeting 
 (For current Year 3 pupils)  

Wednesday 12
th

 February 6:00 (TODAY!) 
After another very successful year 4 residential to Hooke Court 
we are planning to repeat the experience in November this 
year. Don’t forget there is a meeting this evening for year 3 
parents to find out about next year’s trip. So come along and 
find out all about it! (The meeting is intended for adults.)   
If you haven’t already sent a slip back so we have an idea of 
numbers, please give the office a call this afternoon, or email 
adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk 
 

Money As we approach the end of the financial year, we have 

to balance the books before they can be approved and audited 
by Hampshire County Council. If you have any unpaid dinner 
money, trip money or music tuition then could you please send it 
into the office asap. With school budgets becoming increasingly 
tight, we have to make sure that all debt is recovered and your 
help would be most appreciated. 

World Book Day – Thursday 5th March 

To celebrate World Book Day we are inviting everyone to dress up 
as a book character. It is still a few weeks away but it is time to get 
your thinking caps on! It can be ANY character from ANY book. 
The only rule is you must know what book it is from when asked!  

11th February is Safer Internet Day 2020 – see 

the safety checklist for junior children below:  

 

Andover Tennis Club – DAY CAMPS 
(on Friday 28th February day closure) 

Andover Tennis Club are  running some Tennis Day Camps 
which take place at the club and involve a day of tennis and 
multi-sports, all taught by qualified coaches. The camps take 
place between 9am-5pm. 

 
All Camps have a minimum and a maximum number of spaces, 

so please book early to avoid disappointment. 
Booking and full information for all inset day and holiday camps 

can be found here- 
 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/AndoverCoaching/Coaching/Camps?
id=417c6837-5108-43ac-822c-0f27a07a163d 

 


