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Christmas is almost here! 
And so we come to the very last Portway Press of the term, which means we have completed a third of the school year! 
It has been a very busy term with lots of trips, visitors, theme days and much, much more. Once again we would like to 
thank everybody who has supported us in any way this term, whether it be helping in class, CAPs, PSA events or going 
on trips. We are very lucky to have such a supportive and positive group of parents and friends. We would like to thank 
everyone for all they do for us – it is really appreciated by the staff. We have published the newsletter a day early this 
week as the rest of the week is very busy with the Carol Services, etc. Please remember school finishes this Friday at 
1:15 and we return on Tuesday 3

rd
 January. 

               

Christmas Play We had the first performance of ‘‘The Little Shepherd’ last night (and will have a second performance 

this evening at 6:00). It was a lovely show based on the nativity themes and really got everyone in the Christmas spirit. 
All of the pupils involved did really well and should be very proud of all of their hard work putting the show together. The 
acting was amazing, the dancing was delightful and the singing was simply stunning! We must also thank and 
congratulate, Miss Southway, Miss Freemantle, Miss Rose, Miss Windross and all of the other staff who worked very 
hard and gave up a lot of their own time to make sure the production took place. 

 

Christmas Carol Services – Years 3&4 Wednesday at 9:00 & Years 5&6 Thursday at 9:00 Both of our services will 

take place in the school hall this week. It will be a mixture of modern and traditional carols and we hope you will be able 
to come along and be part of it. Obviously space will be rather limited but we will put out as many seats as possible and 
also have a small standing area at the back. Due to the lack of space we ask that pushchairs are left outside of the hall 
(ideally under the covered area near the main entrance). If you have a young child we are happy for them to join us but 
we do ask that if they become restless and noisy you take them out as it can spoil the service for everyone. As usual at 
the end of the service we will be having a collection and this year it will be in aid of Andover Foodbank. Of course we 
expect all parents to join in with all of the traditional carols! 

  
 

School Council Festive Outfit Day – Friday On Friday everyone is invited to dress in their best ‘Festive Outfit’! It 

could be a Christmas fancy dress or a Christmas jumper or just something with a Christmas feel. No uniform on that 
day and remember we finish at 1:15 on Friday. The school council have arranged the day as part of the Save the 
Children Christmas Jumper Day and we ask for a donation of £1, which will send off to this amazing charity. Don’t 
forget it is also Christmas lunch this Thursday so don’t bring a packed lunch if you have signed up! 

 

  
 

Every Child a Reader at Christmas We would urge all parents & carers (and Grandmas, Uncles, friends!) to consider 

buying a book for children this Christmas. We believe that every child should receive at least one book at Christmas as 
it is a great present. There are lots of excellent books around, including comic-style ones, but a few of our favourite 
authors/poets are Helena Pielichaty, James Carter, Anne Wan, Sarah McIntyre, the Etherington brothers and Tom 
Palmer, who have all visited Portway over the past few years.  
Every child in January who brings in a photograph of them reading a book over Christmas can claim a bonus 5 
housepoints! The photograph could be reading of them alone or with an adult (or even a group!) There may be 
extra housepoints for particularly creative photos! So get reading and get clicking! 

On behalf of everybody at the school we would like to wish you all a very merry 

Christmas and a peaceful New Year! 

       Vicky Windross & Tim Deery 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports News – Sports News – Sports News – Sports News – Sports News – Sports 

News  

Some Key Dates for your Diary (see website for all dates) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tues 3rd Jan  School returns 

Thurs 5th Jan  Year 6 visit to University of Winchester 

Thurs 5th Jan  Meeting for Year 6 parents re National Tests 

Thur 12th Jan  Year 3 and 4 Theatre Visit to see Jungle Book 

Fri 20th Jan Day Closure 

Mon 23rd Jan  Year 6 Residential to Calshot 

Fri 17th Feb End of ½ Term 

Thu 2nd March  Pupil/Parent/Teacher meetings (evening) 

Fri 3rd March  Day Closure (for Pupil/Parent/Teacher meetings) 

Mon 8th May  Year 6 SATs Test Week 

Fri 23rd June  Day Closure 

Tues 25th July  1:15 School finishes for the year 

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Harvey Edwards-Hall, Izzy Bain, Georgia Marriner, George Hendrick, Owen Slade, Seren Wallis, Jonathan Monteiro,  
 Charlie Franke, Hannah Salter 
Year 4: Alfie Smith, Hayden Burt, Cole Heaton, Ella-Jane Holloway, Kieran Morell, Natasha Kelliher, George Baulsom, Harry Hewlett, 
 Jessica Brown 
Year 5: Danny Shearer, Hilary Hurcomb, Sambrid Gurung, Bradley Kane, Daisy Barr, Amelia Knight, Evie Thomas, Megan Cook,  
 Ruby Clark 
Year 6:  Izzie Wincott,  Sam McRae, Baylee Burnell, Kaisha Monteiro, Kiva Dyer, Bailey Greenaway, Taya Mayers, Tyler Hall,  
 Taylor Wilding 

Year 6 Assessment Evening Thursday 
5

th
 January 

On Thursday 5th January at 6:00pm 
there will be an introduction to the Year 6 
statutory tests.  All year 6 parents, carers 
and pupils are invited to a short talk with 
a question and answer session in the 
main hall.   

 

Year 4 have a dress down day this Thursday for 
bringing the most families to the recent parents vs. 

pupils challenge evening.  Everyone else in uniform 

please. 

 

Day Closures 

Friday 20th January 

Friday 3rd March 

Friday 23rd June 

Glee Club Carol singing! 
Glee Club have been spreading the Christmas joy by carol singing at Charles Daulton Court and 
Mountwood Nursing Home. They did a brilliant job both at singing as well as chatting to the old 
folk before leaving them with a Christmas gift from all at Portway. We’re very proud of them all!  

 

Message from the PSA-Christmas Fayre 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Christmas Fair 
last week supporting both the Infant and Junior Schools.  
Also, a particular thank you to those who helped out 
with advanced preparations and during the event itself.  
Without all your support, we couldn't have achieved 
making the Christmas Fair the success it was.  As soon as 
we know the final amount raised we will let you know! 
 
(Message from Mr Deery – Many thanks to our totally 
amazing PSA for organising such a brilliant event. We are 
VERY grateful! ) 

The school football team had a game last week away against Whitchurch Primary School. It was a very good 
game with Portway having the majority of the play but some excellent goalkeeping by Whitchuch meant it ended in 
a 1-1 draw. The whole squad played really well and the game was played in an excellent spirit. Well done to all 
who were involved. 
Team: Freddie Randall, Lewis Broe, Archie Cook, Dylan Hevicon, Phoenix Jones, Lucas Hardiman, Bradley Kane, 
Jamie Field 
 

 

 

Christmas Week Reminders 
Tues 13th Dec Performance 2 of ‘‘The Little Shepherd’ 
Wed 14th Dec  Carol Service for Years 3 & 4  
Thur 15th Dec  Carol Service for Years 5 & 6 
Thur 15

th
 Dec Christmas Lunch 

Fri 16
th
 Dec  School Council Christmas Jumper Day 

Fri 16
th

 Dec  End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

 

 

PortwayPlus+ after-school care finishes 
on Thursday and resumes on the first 
day of next term. Please remember 
places must be booked in advance. 

 

Coming home today is a free magazine, ‘Digital Parenting’, which is published by Vodafone. It is full of information about 

keeping pupils safe. We particularly like the article on page 36 ‘A Parent’s Guide to Gaming’, which is very relevant with lots 

of games and machines being bought over the festive period. The 5 family gaming tips are very clear and a really useful 

reminder. Many thanks to parent & governor Matt Thomas for arranging for them to be allocated to our school. 

Book Bingo Our new Book Bingo scheme has begun this 
term with enthusiasm and pupils have enjoyed choosing 
new books to read from a wide range of brand new texts 
in each year group. The intention of the scheme is to 
broaden children’s reading experiences and introduce 
them to new texts and new authors they haven’t read 
before. These books can be part of a shared reading 
experience in the family and can be read together or 
children can be read to by an adult in order to enjoy the 
story. We hope that, by enjoying these stories, poems and 
information books, children will develop a genuine love of 
reading for pleasure. We have some completed activities 
on display in the library and more details about the 
scheme are on our website! 

 


