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Calshot – Next Week! Next week most of year 6 pupils are off on a week’s residential visit to 
Calshot Activity Centre. This means that about quarter of staff and pupils will be away for the 
week including myself and Mr Staff (our site manager). School will run as normal but your 
understanding would be appreciated as there will be less staff around. We will be keeping 
everyone regularly updated on our website with news and photos from the visit so keep 
checking. We will also be sending updates via our Twitter account (@portwayjunior).  A final 
letter went out last week about the trip and there is a copy on the website (Year Group tab at the 
top and then select Calshot Residential.) 

Reading & Multiplication Tables at Home We ask that pupils read and practise their multiplication tables at least 4 times 
every week. Often this is better done several times for a short time, rather than just 1 or 2 longer sessions.  Reading is a 
key skill for life and one that we are committed to helping our pupils improve. Many thanks to all parents and families who 
have done this and have been using our Book Bingo scheme! (More details on the website.) 

Year 6 National Tests Thank you to everyone who came along to the meeting for year 6 parents last week, we hope you 
found it useful. A reminder that the main tests take place in the week beginning 14th May and so it is very important that all 
year 6 pupils are in school for the whole week. A copy of the presentation used on the evening is on the website and we 
have also added a 5 minute video, which explains the tests. If you have any questions please see the year 6 staff.  

Day Closures / PPT Meetings The next day closure is on Friday 23rd February 
and, together with the evening of Wednesday 21

st
 February, will be our annual mid-

year Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) meetings. These meetings are the most 
important ones of the year and a good chance to review the first half of the year 
together and agree on targets for the rest of the year. The appointment letter will 
not come out for several weeks but we thought it might be worth reminding parents 
now in case they can consider the date and arrange to be free at some point during 
the Friday. We must stress we will be retaining the Wednesday evening option but 
the more parents who can do Friday 23rd for their meeting means the more time 
we can make available for each appointment.  

Spring Term Clubs There were a couple of minor errors on the club list that went home last week. As everyone who 
attends knows, breakfast club has cost £1.50 since the start of the academic year. Also Mrs Christy’s new age kur ling 
club takes place on Monday not Tuesday. Apologies for the confusion! As usual for this term, clubs will start a little later, 
in the week beginning 29th January. This is partly because the evenings are still quite dark & cold but also because we 
have most of year 6, as well as several members of staff, going to Calshot for the week of 22nd January. Please note 
that, as usual, gardening club take a short winter break and will re-start after half term as there is not a lot to do in the 
garden until then. Unfortunately due to some staffing changes we will not be able to run Year 3 and 4 football club this 
term. We are hoping to restart this later in the year. As it said on the form, you will only be notified if your child does NOT 
get a place. It is also very important to make a note of the clubs (including day and times) that your child signs up for so 
you know when they will be attending. There will be no clubs the week after ½ term, due to the parent consultations that 
week. 

Tim Deery  

              School Budget 2018/19 – Can you help? 
We all know that all public services are still facing a tough financial climate. Our overall budget for next April is yet to be announced 
but we already know we are facing another very challenging year. A few years ago the government introduced a ‘pupil premium’, 
which means that schools will receive an amount of money in their budgets based on the numbers of pupils who are entitled to Free 
School Meals and also those who have a parent in the armed forces. Obviously we want to ensure we maximise the amount we 
receive so I would urge anyone who thinks they may be entitled to free school meals to have a look at the Hampshire County website 
(www3.hants.gov.uk/hc3s/freeschoolmeals.htm) which can help you see whether you qualify. I must stress pupils do not have to take 
the free meals but it will help to increase our budget.  As one supermarket says… every little helps! There is also a slip at the end of 
this newsletter in case we have missed any armed forces children off of our list.  
As always, time is very short as the school ‘census’ is TOMORROW (Thursday 18

th
 January) and this is the day that the 

government will collect the figures for next year’s budget. 

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Jayden Aslett, Logan Dyer, Chloe Watt, Xavier Binu, William Gibbs, Ceala Mead, Freya Tromans, Alex Easton, Dipali Kumpavat 
Year 4: Charlotte White, Bobby-Rose Thorne, Harley Travell, Oliver Parnham, Liam Williams, Sam Greenaway, Hadia Sajjad, Brandon Burns, Lily Cook 
Year 5: Kaityn Barrow, Zac Fogarty, Fynly Travell, Dom Jephcott, Lucas Watkins-Head, Morgan Adcock, Ruby Lock, Billie Chivers, Imogen Bremner 
Year 6:  Amelie Knight, Jack Trussler, Elizabeth Massey, George Colwell, Thomas Merritt, Harry Low, Megan Wilson, Matthew Gates, Tyreece Sanders 

 

 

 

PSA Meeting: Monday 29
th

 January 6:30 in infant community room (new building between the schools.) 
Everyone welcome to come along and share ideas about future events! See you there! 

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hc3s/freeschoolmeals.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Key Dates for your Diary  
(see website or sheet for all dates) 

12-16
th
 Feb ½ Term Week 

Wed 21
st
 Feb Pupil Parent Teacher (PPT) Meetings 3:30-7:30 

Fri 23
rd

 Feb Day Closure 
Fri 23

rd
 Feb Pupil Parent Teacher (PPT) Meetings  

Mon 29
th

 Feb Clubs start 
Thur 29

th
 March Easter Break Begins (3:20 finish as usual) 

Friday 20th July 1:15 Pupils finish for the year 

 

 

IF YOU ARE A PARENT OF A CHILD IN THE SCHOOL AND A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES PLEASE FILL IN THE SLIP 
BELOW. WE THINK WE KNOW EVERYONE BUT IT IS ALWAYS BEST TO CHECK! 

THIS INFORMATION IS TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL (THE CENSUS DOES NOT COLLECT INDIVIDUAL NAMES) 
 

Pupil Premium - Armed Forces Information 
Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________Class:_________ 

Name of Parent in Armed Forces: ____________________________________________________ 

Signed: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential Meeting 
(For current Year 3 pupils) 
Thursday 8th February 6:00  

After another very successful year 4 residential to 

Hooke Court we are planning to repeat the experience in 

November this year. On Thursday 8th February there 

will be a meeting for all year 3 parents to find out about 

next year’s trip. So come along and find out all about it! 

The meeting normally is finished within 45 minutes. 

 

The Jungle Came to Year 4! 
On Wednesday the 9

th
 of January we had a visit from 

Jonathan‘s Jungle Roadshow. He brought lots of animals to 

show us. The first animal was a tarantula that could climb lots 

of things. Secondly, we saw the cactus twins that we were 

allowed to hold, unlike the spider that had pink feet and was 

black. There was also a female stick insect which was holding 

an egg that we hoped would hatch in the afternoon. However 

the egg didn’t hatch during the day but Miss Millar got sent a 

picture of the egg later on that day. Then we saw a leaf insect 

that could camouflage very well. After that, we met Mrs Noah, 

the Rainbow Boa that could have a rainbow reflection in 

sunlight. Finally, we met 2 geckos. The first gecko we saw 

could not blink and lived in the Amazon. The second was a 

desert gecko that could blink and had food stored in its large 

tail. We really enjoyed the visit and it was great to learn all 

about animals linked to our Crazy Climate topic. There are 

some pictures on our website from the visit. 

Thank you to Jonathan for coming and to our teachers for 

organising such an amazing day. 

By Alfie Nock and Harry Baker (Year 4) 

 

Year 6 ‘Aim High’ 
 at the University of 

Winchester 
 
Last Thursday Year 6 went on a trip to the University of 
Winchester to have a look at what university life is like. It was part 
of the Aiming High initiative. During the visit, we took part in 
various activities around the campus. They included a tour of the 
site and we visited computer rooms, the TV studio, the library, the 
halls of residence and the drama hall. We played volleyball, which 
was a lot of fun, in one of the halls. We also got to go to the café, 
where we had some yummy lunch! 
In the afternoon we took part in a star writing competition and a 
quiz. We also learnt about TV weather reports and got to try it on 
screen! 
Throughout the trip we learnt lots of interesting facts. Did you 
know? 

 There are 162 universities in the UK! 

 There are 50,000 different courses! 

 The library at Winchester had 300,000 books! 

We had a really enjoyable day. And we would like to thank the 
University of Winchester staff for inviting us.  

By Lily Herdman and Daisy Barr (Year 6) 

The Wizard of Oz at The Lights 
On Thursday 11th January all of the pupils in Years 3 and 4 
went to The Lights to see a production of The Wizard of Oz. It 
was fantastic and by a theatre company called Oddsocks! We 
got on the coach, which was very comfy, after we had our 
dinner and went to the theatre. We enjoyed everything about 
the show but our favourite part was when Dorothy arrived 
home. There were 6 actors in the play and one man played 
ten parts! They also played instruments and sang lovely 
songs. In the interval the actors came into the audience to say 
hello. Some children gave them a high five! Thank you to the 
teachers and volunteers who took us and made it such an 
amazing day! (Also thank you to all year 3 and 4 parents for 
paying for it and allowing us to go!) 

By Lucy Bedwell and Chloe Watt (Year 3) 
 

 

 
 
 

 
February Soccer School 

 at Portway Junior School  

£55 for 3 days or £20 per day 

Mon 12
th

– Wed 14
th

  February

Forms available in the school office or 
 contact

Cathy on 07825339091 or 
 Catherine.devereux@googlemail.com
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