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Start the Year meetings Many thanks to everyone who came to the ‘Start the Year’ meetings last week. It was good to see 
so many children represented and we all hope you found the meetings useful. I really appreciate the staff giving up their time 
in order to run these sessions.  

Clubs Clubs will begin next week (23
rd

 September) – please presume your child has been accepted for 
a club unless you receive a note telling you otherwise. Some of our clubs can only take a limited 
number, depending on the activity, and get full very quickly. All of our clubs are run free of charge by 
our staff, who give up their own time to run them. Please note that there will be no clubs during the 
week of 21

st
 October due to our Parent Consultations taking place. On this newsletter are any club 

requirements for after-school clubs and where they take place (so parents know about pick up & equipment needed.)  

Assemblies As you are probably aware, we start the week with a whole school assembly at about 9:05 and on Friday 
afternoon we also have a whole school assembly, normally finishing at around 3:10. As you will realise, moving 380 pupils in 
and out of the hall can take a while as we have to go through the reception area. If parents could avoid coming into the office 
at those times it would help make that process a little smoother. Many thanks. 

Video Games & Social Media - Age Restrictions Those of you who already have children at the school will remember we 
have real concerns about pupils playing video games with a 12, 16 and even 18 age restriction. While many video games are 
entirely appropriate for children, there are some that are clearly not and can have some very mature themes. Some parents 
and carers might not be aware that video games are age-rated under the Pan-European Game Information (PEGI) system 
which rates games. (www.pegi.info). The PEGI age ratings enable parents and carers to make an informed choice when 
buying a game for their child. It is clearly not appropriate for children to play, or to even watch others playing, games rated 18 
and therefore suitable only for adults aged eighteen or over. They contain content that is very unsuitable for children, 
including extreme and intense violence, sexual content, strong language and use of drugs and alcohol. It is also worth 
remembering that the minimum age to open an account on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat is 13 and YouTube 
requires those with their own channel to be 18. It is a good idea to check if your son or daughter are not using these forms of 
social media designed for older children and adults. If you would like to talk about any of these issues then please contact 
our Family Support Worker, Mrs Gemma Sacree. 

Labels Just a quick reminder to please label everything that comes into school including coats, lunch boxes, 
PE kit, jumpers, etc. We already have some lost property in each year group and reuniting items with the 
correct owner is a lot easier when they are labelled. Many thanks! 

Vicky Windross 

 

 

  

Pick Up Location & Messages for After-School Clubs for Next Week 
Day Club Location / Pick-up point Messages/Requirements 

Monday Science 3AM (wait on playground near classroom)  

Monday Yoga Main Hall Suitable clothing 

Monday  Disney  6TC (parents wait on playground)  

Tuesday Year 4 Football Field Sports Kit/boots  (must have  shin pads) 

Tuesday Gardening Garden gate Wellies/ old clothes for gardening 

Tuesday Year 6 Homework 6MK Bring homework 

Tuesday Film 4EP (wait outside room) Pupils may bring a snack 

Tuesday Arts & Crafts 4CA  

Tuesday Cheerleading Main Hall Kit needed 

Thursday  Glee Main hall  

Thursday Year 5/6 Football School field Sports Kit/boots  (must have  shin pads) 

Thursday Lego & K’nex 5RW (wait on playground)    

Thursday  Chess 5CB  

Thursday Pop Up Sports  Playground  Sports kit / trainers  

Friday  Coding  IT suite (Pick up from outside door – next to  garden)  

 

 
Our PSA do an AMAZING JOB but need your help! 

Dress Down Day (Friday 27th Sept) & Walk the Test Way event (Sun 29th Sept) 

Some of our amazing PSA are walking the Test Way to raise money for our school.  They have a justgiving 

page  www.justgiving.com/fundraising/walkthetestway-portwaypsa for online donations. Please add to their 

total if you can as they are working really hard for our schools! 
To support them we are also holding a Sporting Dress Down day on Friday 27th September. All money will go to 
support our dedicated walkers. The fine is a minimum of £2 but please give generously! 

Also don’t forget the AGM on Thursday 26
th

 Sept at 7:00 in Community Room. All welcome! 
(free nibbles courtesy of RS Birch & Partners Ltd) 

 

http://www.pegi.info/


 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Year 4 Highlights so far … 

We have had a great start to year 4 including 
some forest school sessions. As part of this we 
have climbed trees, did a blindfold activity and 
spent time in the gazebo (thank you Miss Allen 
for letting us use it!) 
We have also had the first of our ukulele lessons, 
which will last the whole term, and was really fun. 
We are also looking forward to our ‘Wonderful 
World of Walliams’ topic. 
It is going to be a great year! 

By Lucy, Dotty & Kathryn  (Year 4) 

  

Sept Bikeability Week for Year 6 
Tues 10

th
 

Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 4 & 6) 
Thur 12

th
 

ALDI – Kits for Schools  
From 6

th
 September, Aldi’s Kits for Schools promotion is giving 

primary schools the chance to win £20,000 in order to kick start a 
health legacy at their school. What’s more, every school who 
enters, by completing the Aldi’s Kit for Schools poster, will also 
receive an exclusive school sports kit! It’s a simple competition. 
Every time you spend £30 or more in an Aldi store, ask for a Team 
GB sticker for the school’s poster. Send in into us and we’ll stick it 
on our poster! There are 300 stickers we need to collect and then 
we send the poster back to Aldi in order to enter the competition!  

 

 

Vacancies: We currently have opportunities to join 

the friendly Portway team. We are looking for an 

assistant to work at lunchtime and an after school club 

Playworker for Portway Plus. Full details are available 

in the vacancies section of our website at 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies 

 

S C H O O L    D I N N E R S 
 

Just a reminder that the price of school meals has 

increased to £2.40 per day (£12.00 per week). 

Key Dates for your Diary 

Mon 23
rd
 
 
Sept   Clubs start 

Wed 25
th
 Sept Year 5 Swimming Starts 

Thurs 26
th
 Sept PSA AGM at 7:00 pm 

Fri 27
th
 Sept Sporty Dress Down Day – min £2 donation 

Thur 17
th
 Oct Individual Photographs 

Tues 22
nd

 Oct Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30)  
Thur 24

th
 Oct

 
Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30)  

Thur 24
th
  Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at 3:20pm 

Fri 25
th
 Oct  School closed for staff training  

Tues 17
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 

Wed 18
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 

Fri 20
th
 Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

 

 RESIDENTIAL TRIPS 
If you would still like to sign your children onto either trip then 

we may be able to add them. Please get in touch with Mrs 
Staff in the office asap. 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential – Nov 2019 
Year 6 Calshot Residential – January 2020 

 

Breakfast Makes a Difference! 

 

Lots of studies have shown that children who eat a healthy 
breakfast are more likely to do well at primary school than 
those who do not. They have found eating unhealthy items 
such as sweets and crisps for breakfast, reported by one in 
five children, had a negative impact on how they performed 
in school. 

The odds of achieving an above average performance was 
up to twice as high for pupils who ate breakfast, compared 
with those who did not.  

This matches our own observations that children who have 
not eaten breakfast find concentrating difficult and tend to 
‘flag’ mid-morning and lose concentration. 

Healthy Snacks @ Break 

It is also a good time to remind everyone that only healthy 
snacks should be brought in for breaktime. Sweets and 
chocolate should not be brought into school at any time. A 
quick mid-morning snack can really help concentration 
levels! It is a great chance to get one of the 5 a-day fruit or 
vegetables. 

 

 

 

Barn Dance – Postponed 

The PSA have had to postponed the Barn dance. 
Refunds will be issued in the near future. 

HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE: Please be aware that dogs are not allowed on school grounds (except assistance dogs).  We are 
also a non-smoking site.  Bikes and scooters are not to be ridden on site and the play equipment is for the use of Portway Junior 
School pupils only whilst under staff supervision.  Children should not be using the play equipment before or after school.   

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies

