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Half Term Already! This Friday we reach the end of the first half term and it seems to have flown by! As usual, the start of 
the school year has been very busy with lots taking place, including ‘Start the Year’ meetings, theme days, Poetry Slam, 
School Council and Sports Captains elections and much, much more! After half term the winter will be on its way and clocks 
will have gone back an hour, making it darker much earlier. Please remember that pupils should bring a coat to school every 
day and please remind them about being careful if they walk to and from school when the light is poor.  

Andover Schools Working Together  This Friday our staff will be working with 350 teachers from 
around Andover on a joint day closure. The schools have been working together to arrange the day and 
have booked a speaker and organised 26 different workshops for staff to attend. The group is called 
AAPL (Andover Area Partnership for Learning) and is made up of all headteachers of all schools in the 
Andover area. I am lucky enough to be the chair of this group and it is a great example of local schools 
working together for the benefit of all young people in the area. 

Andover Secondary Schools are Performing Extremely Well – it’s official! At the recent AAPL meeting David Hardcastle 
(County Education Manager for School Improvement) indicated the Andover secondary schools are improving at twice the 
national rate. The achievement of students in the area at 16 years of age, and the outcomes, indicate that it is a system that 
is performing very well and continually improving. He was also able to highlight that primary schools in Andover have better 
results than the whole of Hampshire, which is also really encouraging. 
All of our secondary schools are different, each with their own individual personality and culture. These subtle nuances give 
families choice and the opportunity to find the right school for their child. Ofsted has acknowledged our schools’ secondary 
leaders are ambitious for their school’s success, creating strong, aspirational cultures with high expectations of students and 
staff.  It is great for us at Portway to be able to work alongside such positive schools. Year 6 parents need to remember that 
applications for Year 7 places for September 2018 close on 31

st
 October. 

Be Bright Be Seen Day Tomorrow (Thursday) we are holding a ‘Be Bright Be Seen’ day. Pupils should still wear school 
uniform but can accessorise it with any neon, brightly coloured or reflective items or shoes to raise awareness about being 
seen easily near the roads. It could be one item or lots of items! These could be jackets, vests, badges, wrist bands, socks – 
anything that helps pupils to be seen as we head towards those darker evenings. 

Arts Theme Week There has been lots of art taking place at Portway this week across the school. From painting to model 
making, filming, singing, dancing and acting. It has been rather busy and there has been a real buzz around the school. We 
have started to add pictures on the website and via social media so keep checking in! 

Ashfield Road There was an incident on Ashfield Road last week when a bin lorry got stuck at the bottom of the road and 
could not proceed up Ashfield Road due to cars being parked opposite each other. Please can we help our local residents by 
parking carefully on the roads around the school.  Luckily it was a bin lorry that got stuck, but it could have easily been an 
ambulance or fire engine, which would have been far more serious.  Many thanks. 

Parent vs Child Challenge Evenings This year we will be repeating out Parent vs Child Challenge Evenings. The first one 
will take place on Wednesday 15th November from 6:00. Put the date in your diary and more details will follow after ½ term. 

Mobile Telephones There seems to be more and more children having and using mobile phones. As you 
will be aware, we prefer them not to be brought into school but, if this is needed, then they must be left in the 
office first thing in the morning and picked up at the end of the school day. One of the biggest worries for me 
is how many parents are unaware of how their children are using their phones. Most parents have controls 
on their wifi at home but forget about mobile phones. It is for parents to decide whether it is a good idea for 
their child to have a mobile phone but I would urge parents to make sure they have some control about their 
usage. There is lots of advice on the web and also products available to help, some of which are free. One 
site I have seen is www.techradar.com/news/the-best-free-parental-control-software, which summarises 
what is available. There is also a lot of advice about whether children should have mobile phones in their 
bedroom during the night. It is vital that children get a good night’s sleep and so parents might consider 
mobiles being charged downstairs overnight to avoid the distraction when they should be sleeping.  

Day Closure Don’t forget it is a day closure on Friday so pupils finish school for the ½ term break on Thursday at 3:20. There 
are also no clubs on Thursday as it the second of the parent consultation evenings. 

            Tim Deery 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

 

Year 3: Alfie Heaver, Logan Norris-Boare, Tilly Santi, Favour Sonaike, Richard Sawyer, Daisy King, William Gibbs, Leighton Reid, Olivia Hutchinson, 
 Amari Tavares 
Year 4: Charlotte White, Douglas Taylor, Freddie Burnell, Phoebe Lisle, Harvey Edwards-Hall, Christina Foster, Izzy Bain, Emily-Jade Swetmore, 
 Alyssa Lashmar-Carradus 
Year 5: Joseph Horne, Jessica Cook, George Rolfe, George Baulsom, Willow Turner, Kyle Brooker, Shannon Kerwood-Gould, Zac Fogarty,  
 Jessica Brown 
Year 6:  Thomas Bedwell, Callum Walton, Ysobel Ainley, Dylan Jones, Elizabeth Massey, Kacie-Leigh Jones, George Colwell, Harry Low,  
 Lily Norris-Boare 
 

 

 

http://www.techradar.com/news/the-best-free-parental-control-software


 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 
 

Thur 19
th

 Oct Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30) – No clubs 
Thur 19

th
 Oct Be Bright Be Seen Day 

Thur 19
th

 Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term 
Thur 19

th
 Oct PSA AGM 7:00 

Fri 20
th
 Oct Day Closure 

Mon 30
th

 Oct School reopens after ½ Term 
Mon 13

th
 Nov  Individual Photograph Day 

Wed 15
th

 Nov Parent vs Child Evening 
Wed 29

th
 Nov Year 4 Residential to Hooke Court (back Fri) 

Wed 6
th
 Dec PSA Christmas Fayre 

Tues 19
th

 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 carol Service – all welcome 
Wed 20

th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 carol Service – all welcome 

Thur 21
st 

Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 
Thurs 4

th
 Jan New Term Starts 

 

 
Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 (Mon-Thurs) 
  8:30-4:00 (Fri) 

School Phone Number: 01264 352060 
 

Be Bright Be Seen! 
On Thursday 19

th
 October, Portway Junior School will be having a ‘Be Bright Be Seen’ accessory day. You should wear your school 

uniform but you may accessorise it with neon, brightly coloured or reflective items or shoes to raise awareness about being seen easily 
near the roads at this time of year.  

 

DEADLINES 
Year 6 Secondary School Forms 

The deadline for applications to Year 7 in September 2018 
(current Year 6 pupils) is Tuesday 31 October 2017 (just 
after ½ term break) It is vital that parents make an 
application by the deadline as late applications will not be 
considered until after on-time applications, which 
significantly reduces the chances of gaining a place at any 
preferred schools. 
If you are not sure about the process, then please get in 
touch with Mrs Hammerton in the school office asap. 

Deadline: Midnight on Tuesday 31st October 
 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential 

All money to be paid by THIS Friday (20
th
 October) 

 

 

PSA NEWS  
Thursday 19th October 7:00 (Tomorrow!) 

PSA AGM in the Infant School Community Room (the 
new room at the top of the field) – Everyone welcome! 

Wednesday 6th December 5:30  
Christmas Fayre  

 

Contact can be made with the PSA on their email  
portway.psa@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sculpt a label for a tree! 

Saturday 28
th

 October 10-2:30 at The Lights 
Children Free  Adults £5 

Make a label for a school to hang on one of their 2017 
trees – or make one for yourself! 

Allow 45 minutes for each label. Refreshments available 
No need to book but in case we are busy an email will 

guarantee a place. 
andovertreesunited@gmail.com 

 

Andover Trees 
United 

‘Hammer-it-out’ 
Event 

Saturday 28
th
 

October 
(end of ½ term 

week) 

Harvest 
Along with the infant school, we are partnering with The Valley 

Church this year; they run the Bridge Centre in town. Our 
harvest donations will support their work with the homeless in 
our town and providing food for individuals who use their ‘drop 
in’ facilities. Because of the nature of their support, we would 
like specific foods to be donated please. We will send further 
information nearer the time, but we would love donations of 

the following brought to school for Wednesday 8
th

 November.   
Donations of: Tins of spaghetti hoops, beans, beans and 

meatballs, soups, macaroni cheese. Jams, marmite, marmalade, 
chocolate spread. Pot noodles are also welcome as these are 

easy food for people living on the street. 

Year 3 Europe Day 
On Thursday 12

th
 October Year 3 had a fantastic 

Europe day because we have been learning about 
Europe this term. 
We were all invited to dress as any national dress or the 
colours from any flag of a country in Europe. 
One of the activities was cooking. We made cheese and 
dill puffs, which are called goucheres, and come from 
France. They taste delicious but a bit too doughy! 
Another great activity was flamenco dancing. It comes 
from Spain and is a traditional dance using guitar music 
and a good rhythm. Alfie Heaver was amazing at it! 
We also did art with Mr Poore. We designed the towers 
of St Basil’s Cathedral and drew some amazing 
patterns. 
Finally we did design technology with Mrs Allmark. We 
made bridges out of newspaper and tape. We worked in 
groups of 3 and we had to make the strongest but also 
the prettiest bridge. 
We had an amazing day. Many thanks to all of the 
teachers who organised the day for us! 

By Olivia Sacree and Callum Bell (3AW) 

 

Democracy is Thriving at Portway! 
Last week the elections for the School Council and Sports Captains took place and, once again, it was a very close 
contest. It was very encouraging to see so many pupils wanting to stand for election and demonstrates how involved 
pupils are in the running of the school. Congratulations to those who have bravely stood – we could not be more proud of 
you. For those who were elected – the hard work starts now – good luck! The whole election process was organised by 
Miss Windross and Miss Patterson in conjunction with Test Valley Borough Council, and without their hard work and 
ideas it would not have happened. The school website has a few photos of the election day in action. 

 


