
                     PORTWAY  PRESS 
 

 Issue 637                                            19th July 2017 

Nearly there!  
This is the last Portway Press of the year and, at the risk of repeating myself, the year has just flown by and it seems incredible we have 
almost finished the school year. I would like to thank everyone for their help and support this year - we are very lucky at Portway to have 
such a wonderful group of staff, parents, governors, supporters and, of course, children! As the year 6 children leave us, I would like to 
thank them for all they have done for our school. They are a sensational group of young people and, if they continue to work hard, they 
all have a very bright future ahead of them. I’m proud to say they will always be Portway children and we wish them every success and 
happiness. 

As we complete our third term, it is a good time to reflect on the year. Since September I have been working alongside 3 different 
schools for part of my week but this is now coming to end. All three of those schools have had successful inspections and it is pleasing 
that Portway had a role in that. Without the support of the amazing staff here, it would not have happened. It makes me realise how lucky 
I am to work alongside such dedicated and professional staff here at Portway, who want the very best, not only for all of our pupils but 
also pupils in other schools. Every day I realise what a very lucky headteacher I am! 

It is important that children (and staff) recharge their batteries over the summer, but it is also vital that children don’t just turn off 
completely. Please encourage your son/daughter to read using a range of books, comics, newspapers, etc. Experts agree that children 
who read during the summer gain reading skills, while those who do not can slide backward. The local library reading scheme (details 
on this newsletter) is a great way to encourage reading and they have a very wide range of books to choose from. I would hope all 
children would read for 20 minutes at least 4 or 5 times during the week. This can be on their own, with an adult, or even sharing a book 
with a brother or sister. Doing this will really pay off in the long term and is worth the investment. Also, please keep up the times tables 
work as this is really important and has a significant impact on the learning in mathematics. Pupils who have a secure knowledge of 
times tables are far more likely to do well in maths in primary and secondary school. 

I hope everybody has an enjoyable and relaxing summer break. Please remember we finish next Tuesday at 1:15 and we look 
forward to welcoming everyone back on Tuesday 5th September at 8:50. 

Sports Afternoon – TOMORROW As you will be aware, we are planning to hold the afternoon part of sports day tomorrow (Thursday).  

At the moment the forecast looks OK but if we have to cancel it then we will send a message via our email communication system, social 
media and on our website no later than 12:15. So please check before joining us, but please avoid telephoning the office to check if at all 
possible. 

Please make sure pupils have a water bottle and a waterproof coat is also useful. Pupils should come to school in normal uniform 
tomorrow but it is very important they have their PE kit in school! It would be really great if all pupils could bring a t-shirt in their house 
colours. (Lightning – Yellow, Ice – Blue, Fire – Red, Earth – Green). 

Parents are very welcome to join us in the afternoon. We will start at about 1:15 with a parade to mark the opening ceremony. We will 
then start the races and all scores will be added to the ‘round robin’ activities, which we completed on the original date. At the end of 
the day we hope to award the cup to the winning house. 

We will also try to fit in our traditional toddler, parent and teacher races, but if time is short, they may have to be dropped. Please can 
all spectators stay on the side of the track nearest the school building and not go around the side or go over to the pens. It is quite a 
task making sure we know where all the pupils are and so we ask parents just to wave, etc, rather than going over to the children. If we 
finish before the end of the school day you may collect your child from the classroom door but please do not take them before then.   

Year 6 Performances of ‘Swan Boy’ This week we have had the year 6 performances of ‘Swan Boy’ and what a show it was! The Year 6 

team had used the novel they have been studying this term and adapted it for the stage. To put on any sort of performance at this time of 
year is amazing but to actually adapt a novel into a stage performance is just incredible. The whole year 6 team did really well – whether 
they were involved backstage or were dancers or actors. I would also like to pay a special tribute to those involved in the choir. The 
standard of the singing was really high and they really made it a special event. We were also very lucky to have a visit from the author of 
the Swan Boy novel, Nikki Sheehan, who loved seeing her novel turned into a stage production. She was also stunned by the quality of the 
performances and the singing. 
I am so proud of all of the pupils who have worked really hard – it was worth all of the effort! We talk about hard work producing the 
amazing results and Swan Boy was a perfect example of this. Also thank you to all of the staff who have gone the extra mile to ensure the 
pupils have a great memory to take away with them. It was a real team effort, but a special mention must go to Mr Hession, who gave up 
his weekends and holidays to adapt the book into a stage play. It was certainly worth it! 

‘Start the Year’ Meetings in September (Mon 11
th

 Sept for Years 5 & 6 / Wed 13
th

 Sept for Years 3 & 4) In September we are going to 

repeat the ‘Start the Year’ meetings we introduced a few years ago. Each of the meetings will start at 6:00 and it would be great to have 
every child represented. All of the details will be in a letter that will come home at the very start of next term. 

Staff News & Goodbyes As well as saying goodbye to our amazing year 6 pupils, we are all saying our farewells to some staff. Miss Rose 

is leaving to join a school in Basingstoke and we are going to miss her a great deal. Her contribution to Portway has been amazing and we 
wish her every success in her new role. We are also saying goodbye to Miss Hine and Miss Bennett, who have been completing their 
training with us and become fully qualified teachers. Not surprisingly they have both got jobs for September and will be spreading the 
Portway message around Hampshire! We wish them every success as they start their teaching careers. 

 

Tim Deery 
  

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

 
Year 3: Riley Smith, Janelle Charlot, Nikola Koczakowska, Julia Roman de Miguel, Finn Crawford, Charlie Franke, Freddie Burnell, Christina Foster,  
 Liam Williams, Molly Grindley 
Year 4: Joshua Winter, Tehya Kidd, Jessica Cook, Luke Head, Mason Healey, Ollie Potter, Billie Chivers, Ella-Jane Holloway, Michael Hammerton 
Year 5: Kyle Smith, Owen Bartlett, Charlotte Hendrick, Zakk Shelton, Dylan Hart, Alfie Franke, Jamie Hill, Oliver Williams, Darcey Harper, Sophie Thomas 

Year 6:  Isabella Phillips, Fraser Gibbs, Peter Sloan, Sophia Powell, Emily Humphrey, Tom Hiller, Kacie Byrne, Shannon Sturgess, Callum Sheppard 

Thur 20
th

 July  Golden Mile AM 
Thur 20

th
 July  Sports Afternoon PM (starts at 1:15) 

Fri 21
st
 July  Year 6 Leavers’ Trip 

Mon 24
th

 July  Year 6 Leavers’ Lunch 
Tues 25

th
 July   School finishes for year (Early 1:15 finish) 

Mon 4
th 

Sept Day Closure 
Tues 5

th
 Sept 1st Day of 2017-18 school year for Pupils 

Mon 11
th

 Sept Year 6 Bikeability Week 
Mon 11th Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year Meetings’ for Years 5 & 6 
Wed 13th Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year Meetings’ for Years 3 & 4 
Fri 20

th
 Oct Day Closure 

 

 Next year we have agreed all 5 day closures with Portway 
Infants and we shall be closed on: 

 Monday 4th September 

 Friday 20th October 

 Friday 23rd February 

 Monday 4th June - cancelled 

 Friday 29th June 

 Monday 23
rd

 July 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 

The summer reading challenge is for children to read any six books 
over the summer and collect rewards to mark their progress. Last year 
Portway had one of the largest number of pupils involved in the whole 
area – we want to be top again this year! This year’s theme is Animal 
Agents. 

 Read at least six books over at least two visits during the 
summer 

 Collectors cards, themed stickers, an app and website 

 Complete the challenge and receive a medal, lanyard and 
certificate 

 From 15 July to 17 September 
The Summer Reading Challenge takes place every year during the 
summer holidays. You can sign up at Andover library, then read six 
library books of your choice, collecting stickers and other rewards 
along the way – all FREE. Children’s reading can ‘dip’ during the long 

summer break so this is a great way to keep children reading during 
the holiday! 

 

Portway Win National Award! 
We were presented with a national award  last 
Friday by Kit Malthouse, local MP, for our 
excellent work in supporting children as part of 
the Tortuga group. 
We have been awarded the prestigious Marjorie 
Boxall Quality Mark Award by the national charity 
The Nurture Group Network. This accolade is 
awarded to schools who demonstrate exemplary 
practice in supporting a range of pupil needs in 
their school nurture groups.  Nurture groups are 
in-school groups that help children overcome 
barriers to making the most of school and 
learning.   
Nurture Group Network Chief Executive Kevin 
Kibble said:  
“Portway Juniors has evidenced its success in 
running an outstanding Nurture Group, and the 
beneficiaries of their hard work every day are the 
children attending the school, their families and 
the wider community. Our standards to achieve 
this award are exacting and many 
congratulations are due to the staff and pupils at 
the school”. 
Many thanks and congratulations to Mrs Bugg, 
Miss Marchment, Mrs Cutler and Mrs Smith who 
set up Tortuga and run the group within school.  

 

Key Diary Dates 
Day Closures 2017-18  Change 

Apologies but we, along with the infants, have 
made an alteration to next year’s day closures. 
The next school year (2017-18) finishes on a 
Monday and we were originally going to be open. 
However we have been talking to Harrow Way 
School (and other local secondaries) and they 
have decided to use a day closure on this day so 
school for pupils finishes the previous week. 
(Friday 20

th
 July.) We feel it is sensible to do the 

same so we have cancelled the day closure 
planned on Monday 4

th
 June but will be closed on 

Monday 23
rd

 July. 
Apologies for the confusion but we think it is a 
better plan for everyone and, hopefully, as it is 
not until next summer, it will not cause too many 
problems for anyone. 
The day closures are listed on the right along with 
some final dates for this term and a few early 
ones for the new school year. A full list will come 
out when we return in September but we will also 
try to keep the website up-to-date as well. 

 

Y5 DANCE SHOW AT HARROW WAY 
After training with Miss Walker from Harrow Way, and lots of hard work, we 
finally got to show our amazing dances to our family and friends.  There were 
3 themes, one for each class, these were: 5TC – Pirate Radio, 5CB – Miner’s 
Strike and 5DI – the Millenium Bug. The dances were very complicated as we 
were dancing in small groups within the bigger group, so there were lots of 
routines to remember. There were also some last minute changes which 
meant we all had to be very professional. Our friends from Anton School also 
participated in the event.  We all had lots of fun hanging out with all our 
friends and showing off our great costumes! We all did our best, and would 
all like to do it all over again! Thank you to Harrow Way and our teachers for 
organising such a great event!   

By Archie Anderson, Jessica Axam and Miah Lazaretti (Year 5)  

 
 
 

 

www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 



  

  

Year 3 Stonehenge report 
Recently all of the year 3 classes have had 

a visit to Stonehenge. During the day we 

got to try out weaving a stone age fence, 

hold an arrow, build a replica Stonehenge 

with magnets and go inside a stone age 

house. We also got to visit the stones and 

think about how they got there over 4,000 

years ago! Stonehenge has a lovely visitor 

centre and we had a really good day. One 

of the Stonehenge staff said we were the 

most knowledgable group she had ever 

had! Thank you to all of the staff and 

volunteers who came with us – we hope 

you enjoyed it as much as we did! We also 

think it is a great place for a family visit, 

although it can get quite busy! 

By Daniel Field & Harley Travell (Year 3) 

 
Summer Soccer School 

 @ Portway Junior 

Mon 31st July – Fri 4
th

 August  2017  
 9:30am-3:30pm   (drop off from 9am) 

 or  £85 for 5 days £20 per day
 

Run by Lions in the Community at Portway Junior School Contact Cathy 

on 07825339091 or Catherine.devereux@googlemail.com for details or 
collect an application form from the office 

 

 

 

 

Harrow Way Trip for Year 5 

On July 11
th

 Year 5 had a Taster Day at 

Harrow Way School. We did a 

carousel of activities to see what 

secondary school was like and we 

really enjoyed it; they said they can’t 

wait for the next lot of Year Sixes to 

come up! We did activities like finding 

out how much salt meant that an egg 

would float in water and even some 

magic in maths!  Thank you to all the 

teachers that let us go there for a really 

fun day at secondary school.  
 

Robert Sawyer and Thomas Bedwell (Year 5) 

Rounders Tournament Report 

Last week some of our pupils represented 

the school at the area rounders 

tournament. It was a lovely day and was 

held at Harrow Way School. Team A 

came third in their group but it was hotly 

contested with several very close games. 

Team B came second in their group and so 

went through to the 3
rd

/4
th
 place play-off. 

Again this was a very close game but we 

were narrowly beaten by Vigo. Well done 

to all the players who took part and all 

enjoyed their Friday afternoon out of 

school! 

Many thanks to Mr Keeble and Mr 

Hession for taking rounders club this year. 

Squad: Taya Mayers, Poppy Bond, Hannah 

Canale, Keira Inman, Megan Nikolic, Amelie 

Knight, Jess Vaughan, Olivia Scarr, Adrian 

Graham, Lorence Sunar, Archie Anderson, 

Alex Birmingham, Xander Gillies, Kye Yates, 

Bradley Kane, Freddie Randall, Kyle Barrow, 

Sam McRae 

Football Festival for Girls 
Friday 21st July 

U8-U11 6-7 PM  U12-U15 7-8 PM 

The Sports Academy (West Portway) 

For further details contact Simon Dewhurst (Organiser) 

fooy4girls@live.com  07746930492 

 

Uniform As the school year ends many parents will be thinking about buying 

uniform over the summer. Can we remind everyone that our uniform can be 
ordered online from Happy Fish or Mapac – please see the information on our 
website at www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uniform  Pupils should wear a light blue 
polo shirt or shirt and a school sweatshirt/cardigan. Trousers and skirts should 
be black or dark grey and blue gingham dresses are also suitable. We ask that 
pupils wear shoes (not trainers) that are black or dark, although sandals are 
acceptable when it is warm. PE kit should be brought in on a Monday and taken 
home on Friday. It should consist of a light blue T shirt and dark blue shorts with 
plimsolls/trainers but dark blue jogging bottoms can also be worn when it is 
colder. There are also other items including various coats available but these 
are not essential. 

 

mailto:Catherine.devereux@googlemail.com
mailto:fooy4girls@live.com
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uniform


The Class of 2017 – Roll of Honour 
This year’s Roll of Honour acknowledges all the children named below who currently belong to our Year 6.  You have 

been a great year group and we will miss you as you start the next stage in your lives. 

All the staff wish you the very best of luck in your future.  We feel sure we will hear only great things about you.  In 

years to come we hope you will perhaps read the lists below and recall many of the children with whom you shared your 

class, school and childhood. 

Good Luck and Best Wishes! 
 

6KH 
 
Daisy Atfield 
Tala Barahmeh 
Poppy Bond 
Neve Boulton 
Corey Brooker 
Kiera Byrne 
Poppy-Boo Cass 
Archie Cook 
Georgie Dominy 
Keira Elliott 
Asim Gurung 
Amelia Hajduga 
Mya Hards 
Reuben Hewerdine 
Keira Inman 
Eddie Irwin 
Phoenix Jones 
Martin Kairys 
Nicholas Lopez 
Sam McRae 
Viniana Niubaleirua 
Freddie Randall 
Binay Rasaili 
Isaac Rodney 
Joseph Rowland 
Olivia Scarr 
Callum Sheppard 
Shannon Sturgess 
Tyler Trivett 
Jessica Vaughan 
Ciaran Walton 
Isabella Wincott 

6KP 
 
Lucy Barker 
Lewis Broe 
Baylee Burnell 
Sam Carter 
Sophie Channell 
Callum Davis 
Elijah Day 
Georgia Dickins 
Beth Down 
Kiva Dyer 
Keelan Elkins 
Chloe Ford 
Kelsey Gibbs 
Fraser Gibbs 
William Gilbank 
Xander Gillies 
Eva Graham 
Vinnie Gray 
Bailey Greenaway 
Lucas Hardiman 
Tom Hiller 
Kiah-Leigh Hutchinson 
Alyssia Linham 
Phoebe Lund 
Kaisha Monteiro 
Kaitlyn Pedder 
Isabella Phillips 
Lily-May Rheeder 
Peter Sloan 
Lorence Sunar 
Jessica Winter 
 

6MK 
 

Kyle Barrow 
Kayla Burgess 
Kacie Byrne 
Caitlin Coombs 
Harrison Davies 
Leiko Fletcher 
Freddy Goddard 
Adrian Graham 
Tyler Hall 
Dylan Hevicon 
Finlay Hewlett 
Emily Humphrey 
Amelia Jephcott 
Joseph King 
Taya Mayers 
Megan Nikolic 
Harry Pay 
Harrison Pike 
Sophia Powell 
Paul Price 
Ben Purser 
Chloe Rollason 
Catalina Sharp 
Kira Small 
George Smallbones 
Lucas Smith 
Katlyn Smith 
Cole State 
Shay Stather 
Chloe Thomas 
Izzy Todd 
Taylor Wilding 
 

 

 


