
                     PORTWAY  PRESS 
 

Issue 678                                 19th September 2018  

Clubs Clubs start next week – please presume your child has been accepted unless you receive a note to say they are on 
the waiting list. Some clubs can only take a limited number, depending on the activity, and so can get full. All clubs are 
provided free of charge by our staff who give up their own time to run them. There may be some additional clubs, which will 
be notified separately at a later date. Please note that due to parent consultations there will be no clubs taking place the 
week after ½ term (week beginning 29

th
 October.) Unfortunately the Year 3 & 4 football club was heavily oversubscribed and 

so this term it will run just for year 4 pupils. We will see if we can organise something for year 3 next term. Year 3 pupils 
affected will received a letter from Mr Kirby so they are aware of the change.  

Project Playground After several years of charity fundraising, our school council have decided to focus this year on raising 
money to improve our playground. They are calling it Project Playground and the main aim is to replace the old adventure 
trail near year 5. More details to follow very soon but if any parents or friends have any links to companies that may be able 
to help then please get in touch!  

Video Games & Social Media - Age Restrictions Those of you who already have children at the school will remember I 
have real concerns about pupils playing video games with a 12, 16 and even 18 age restriction. While many video games are 
entirely appropriate for children, there are some that are clearly not and can have some very mature themes. Some parents 
and carers might not be aware that video games are age-rated under the Pan-European Game Information (PEGI) system 
which rates games. More information about age ratings can be found on the PEGI website (www.pegi.info). The PEGI age 
ratings enable parents and carers to make an informed choice when buying a game for their child. It is clearly not appropriate 
for children to play, or to even watch others playing, games rated 18 and therefore suitable only for adults aged eighteen or 
over. They contain content that is very unsuitable for children, including extreme and intense violence, sexual content, strong 
language and use of drugs and alcohol. It is also worth remembering that the minimum age to open an account on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat is 13 and YouTube requires those with their own channel to be 18. It is a good 
idea to check if your son or daughter are using these forms of social media designed for older children and adults. If you 
would like to talk about any of these issues then please contact our Family Support Worker, Mrs Gemma Sacree. 

            Tim Deery 

  

  

Pick Up Location & Messages for After-School Clubs for Next Week 
Day Club Location / Pick-up point Messages/Requirements 

Monday  Toy Soldiers  5CF (parents wait on playground)  

Monday Cross Country  6TC (parents wait on playground) Sports Kit – must include trainers 

Monday Drama Main hall  

Monday Mindfulness 5CB  (parents wait on playground)  

Tuesday Art 3MO (parents wait on playground)  

Tuesday Construction 4RM (parents wait outside Yr4 area)  

Tuesday Film 3EP (parents wait on playground)  

Tuesday Gardening Garden gate  Wellies/ old clothes for gardening 

Tuesday Y3/4 Tag Rugby School field Sports Kit & rugby or football boots 

Thursday  Glee Main hall  

Thursday 
Y4 and 5/6 
Football 

School field Sports Kit/boots  (must have  shin pads) 

Thursday Y5/6 Tag Rugby Outside dining room   Sports Kit & rugby or football boots 

Thursday  Y6 Homework 6MK (parents wait on playground) Pupils may bring a snack 

Thursday  Netball 4CA (parents wait outside Yr4 area) Sports Kit 

Friday  Coding  IT suite (Pick up from outside door – next to  garden)  

Children vs Parent Challenge Evening 

N E X T   W E E K ! 
Thursday 27th September 2018 6:00 (lasts about an hour) 

 

It is nearly time for our 1
st
 Children vs Parents Challenge evening of the year. They are really 

enjoyable events and we hope you will be able to come along and support it. There is still time to 
sign up – there is a copy of the letter on the school website (‘Other Letters’ folder in ‘Portway Plus 
and Other Letters’ section). 

So if you have ever wondered if you really are smarter than your child this is your chance! 

(The school council will also be running a small raffle on the evening as part of their Project 
Playground fundraising project) 

A letter WENT HOME LAST WEEK with further details and a sign-up sheet. Don’t miss out! 

 

 

http://www.pegi.info/


 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 
Mon 17

th
 Sept Bikeability Week for Year 6 

Wed 19
th
 Sept Year 4 Roald Dahl Day 

Mon 24
th 

Sept   Clubs start 
Thur 27

th
 Sept Parent vs Pupil Challenge Evening (6:00) 

Fri 19
th
 Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at 3:20pm 

Mon 29
th
 Oct WW1 Theme Week 

Tues 30
th
 Oct Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30)  

Thur 1
st
 Nov

 
Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30)  

Tues 18
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 

Wed 19
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 

Fri 21
st 

Dec End of Term (School Closes for Christmas at 1:15) 
 

 RESIDENTIAL TRIPS 
If you would still like to sign your children onto either 
trip then we may be able to add them. Please get in 

touch with Mrs Staff in the office asap. 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential – Nov 2018 
Year 6 Calshot Residential – January 2019 

 

 Don’t forget you can find us on Facebook (Portway 
Junior School Group) and follow us on Twitter 
(@portwayjunior). Both are used regularly to keep 
everyone up to date with events. (Parents only) 

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Emily Sutherland, Sidney Allen, Ishana Senior, Mason Gibbs, Leah Stepney, Sophia Cramphorn, William Lisle, Lucy Odell, Sky Bullingham-Garman 
Year 4: Jack Dominy, Seb Mekky, Dipali Kumpavat, Nathan Fawdry, Brooke Randall, Callum Bell, Charlie Axam, Connor Holloway, Jack Harrison 
Year 5: Aayan Talukdar, Darcy Wincott, Alyssa Lashmar-Carradus, Nikola Koczakowska, Frank Flitter, Lily Patterson, Erin McGinty, Laylani Schulze, 
 Isaac Hartland-Bridges 
Year 6: Nerys Colville, Gethin Marshall, Ella-Jane Holloway, Mahdi Talukdar, Seb Slater, Billie Chivers, Mason Perren, Daniel Baitrum,  
  

MacMillan Coffee Morning  
at Portway Infants 

 Friday 28th Sept 8.15-10.30  
Start your day with a coffee or come back later in the morning with friends 

and family. (Or even pick up some cakes for your work colleagues!) 

 

Year 4 Treasure Hunters 
When the carpets were changed in the school holidays, Mr Staff found an ancient piece of parchment hidden underneath. 
He decided to give it to Year 4 to investigate the mysterious riddle that written on it. The riddle, once we had solved it, had 
clues that led to Stannah Stairlifts, the Orchard in Topaz Drive and Harrow Way Community School. Each class went to 
one of these places to investigate further; when we did each class found a bottle buried or hidden in bushes and long 
grass. In the bottle were smaller pieces of parchment that had been torn up. When everyone had found all the bottles, we 
had a Y4 meeting and put all the small pieces of parchment together – they made one big map of coordinates. We 
worked out that the coordinates led to the school field and, at the very bottom, we discovered a middle-sized chest that 
was full of chocolate treasure coins and special gems and diamonds! It was very exciting! We shared these out at the end 
of the day. This was a spectacular way to learn about how to use maps and coordinates; thank you to all the Year 4 
teachers who used their time to do this for us!       By Chloe Watt and Olivia Erskine 4RM.  

 

Governing Body Vacancy We currently have a vacancy for a 

parent governor. We hold all our meetings at 5:30 or 6:00pm on 
Wednesday evenings and there is normally one main meeting every 
half term, which lasts between 1½-2 hours. These are 
supplemented with three committees and governors normally join 
one of these committees, which also meet once per half term (also 
on Wednesdays). If you are interested or would like more details 
about the role then please leave a message at the office and 
someone will get in contact. 

 

Times Tables Rockstars at Portway Junior! 
Last week, Portway was visited by 2 amazing rock legends to tell us about Times Tables 
Rockstars. This is a brilliant website where children can build a rock avatar and then 
practise their tables against the clock to improve their rock status. Not only can they 
challenge themselves but can also challenge other children in our school, teachers and 
other children across the country. Our visiting rock heroes gave everyone a log in to this 
site and this week every child has had the opportunity to explore the website. Children can 
also access 'TT Rockstars' at home so this is a fabulous, fun way for children to improve 
their times table proficiency and we encourage the children to regularly log on and improve 
their table speed.  

Who will be Portway's first 'Rock Hero'? 

(Pupils can log on via the link on our website page using the information they have in their diaries.) 

Can you help?  
Gardening Club: We need some volunteers to help at our 
gardening club. We meet on Tuesdays from 3:20-4:30 and 
the pupils really enjoy it! No experience necessary – just 
enthusiasm! 

Year 3 Reading: Can you help Year 3 readers? We are 
looking for some volunteers who can come in and help. We 
have these session Tues-Fri from 9:00-9:30. 
 
(Please leave a message in the office if you may be able to help!) 

 

 

 

Portway Drop-In are doing a book swap on Monday 1 
October. If anyone has any unwanted books - adult 
or children's then please drop off in reception by 
Friday 28 October for Mrs Sacree. Thank you! 

 
Would it be ok to drop donations at the front 
office and I'll move them to the community 
room? 
 

Lions in the Community Half Term Soccer School @ Portway 
Wed 24

th
 – Fri 26

th
 October £55 for 3 days or £20 per day 

More details: www.lionsinthecommunity.com , cathy@lionsinthecommunity.com or 07825 339091  

http://www.lionsinthe/
mailto:cathy@lionsinthecommunity.com

