
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
June 2018 
 

Dear Year 6 Parents/Guardians, 
 
 

Year 6 Graduation Ceremony: The Lights Theatre, Friday 13th July 
With this letter you should receive your ticket (or tickets) for the ceremony. As we said in the first letter, if you 
applied for an extra ticket but have only received 1 with this letter then I am afraid you were not successful in the 
ballot and you have been placed on the reserve list. If any tickets are returned we will allocate them to those who 
were unsuccessful right until the day of the graduation. 
 
If anyone cannot come and will not use their tickets then please return them in an envelope asap and we can 
then give them out. If your circumstances change (at any point) and you find you cannot attend then please let us 
know. It is very important that the tickets (which are issued by The Lights Theatre) are kept very safe as 
they will be needed in order to gain entrance to the auditorium on the day.  
 
As previously said other family members are very welcome to join us in the arena area at about 2:50, after the 
main ceremony, for photographs, etc.  
 

We have included a few details in this letter but they are mostly a repeat of the information you have previously 
received. Nothing has changed very much but a reminder is always useful! 

As pupils will not be returning to school it would be sensible to come to school with as little as possible 
on the day. No diaries are needed and it might be useful if packed lunches could be in a bag that can be 
thrown away afterwards (or left in school until the Monday.) 
 

 Parents will need to arrive at the Lights at about 1:45, ready for a prompt start at 2:00 and will need to wait in 
the foyer until they are called into the theatre (tickets will have a specific row and seat number). Pupils will be 
taken by coach from school directly to the theatre. 

 Other family members are very welcome to wait in the foyer to take pictures after the formal ceremony in the 
auditorium – we anticipate it will finish at about 2:50. As we understand it, the company providing some of the 
services on the day will also have a stall selling graduation items in the foyer.  

 We will go to the theatre on a bus and pupils will then dress in a graduation gown and mortar board before 
sitting in the theatre. After a brief welcome from the Mayor of Test Valley Borough Council and the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Winchester they will be presented with a graduation certificate. After that they will 
have an official photograph taken which will be given to the children at a later date.  These are provided free of 
charge and will be sent home before the end of term. 

 Children need to wear full school uniform on the day (no leavers’ hoodies today please), including shoes (not 
trainers), and need to be as smart as possible. (Thank you!) 

 We hope it will be an enjoyable event and it will be a good way to mark the end of the pupils’ time at Portway. 
As mentioned before, all of the costs (including coach travel and the graduation photograph) are being covered 
by Test Valley Council, the university and other organisations. We are very grateful to them for their support.  

 If you have another child at Portway and cannot arrange for them to be collected at normal time then please let 
us know. We will arrange for them to be supervised until you arrive after graduation. 

We realise that it is disappointing that we cannot give every family 2 tickets but this is out of our control. The Year 
6 graduation event is organised, and funded, by Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC) in conjunction with the 
University of Winchester. It started a few years ago after a discussion between TVBC and town schools about 
raising the aspirations of the young people in our area. The event has grown and now all town-based schools 
take part. At the same time we started to organise an annual visit for Year 6 to the University of Winchester. 

The venue is at The Lights because the theatre is owned by TVBC, is most appropriate for this use and does not 
have to be hired. The challenge is the auditorium has only about 240 seats and so this is difficult, although not for 
the other schools as they are not as big as us. This is why we developed the system of giving each family 1 ticket 
and then having a ballot for anyone who would like a second seat. We know this is not ideal but it seemed the 
fairest way, given the limitations of the space. We did consider splitting our graduation last year into 2 sections 
(with 2 classes and then a separate one for the third class) but after discussion with parents and staff it was felt 
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that this would detract from the event as we would not be all together. Please remember that all members of the 
family are welcome to join us in the café area after the formal event.  

A few other reminders for this ½ term: 
 
Year 6 Performances of ‘Portway’s Greatest Show’ – Monday & Tuesday 16th/17th July  

 Everyone is looking forward to our performances. A letter went home about this recently and if you want to book 
seats then please return the slip on the letter. (No tickets will be sent out but we will ensure we have enough 
chairs.) 

Leavers’ Trip to Paulton’s Park – Wednesday 18th July 

 On Wednesday 18th July there will be a reward for good behaviour, effort and attitude in year 6 in the form of a 
fantastic day out to Paulton’s Park.  All of the details are on the recent letter that was sent out and a copy can 
be found on the website 

Year 6 Leavers’ Lunch – Thursday 19th July 

 We will be providing Year 6 with a special leavers’ lunch on Thursday 19th July.  Would any pupils from Year 6 
who wish to have this special lunch please complete the slip below and return to school by Friday 6th July 
together with £2.15 for the cost of the lunch.  Those children who already have a school dinner should include 
the £2.15 in the normal payment. Menu: Special Leavers’ Pizza with Chips, Baked Beans & Salad, or Roast 
Beef with Roast Potatoes & Vegetables followed by Ice-cream/biscuit or Fruit Pot. (See slip below) 

Last day of Term – Friday 20th July 1:15 

 The last day of term will be Friday 20th July and we finish at 1:15 pm. As usual we will allow pupils to have their 
school shirts signed on that day if you are happy for this to happen. Pupils will need to bring in appropriate pens 
for this and a clean top (washing it afterwards tends to ruin the effect!) Alternatively pupils can bring in a book 
for messages for everyone to sign. 

 

I realise this is a lot of information but we thought we would pack it all into one letter! 

We have placed a copy of this letter, along with all the letters referred to above, in the ‘Other Letters’’ section of 
the website (via Portway Press & Other Letters box on the front page.) 

I am sure the last few weeks will be an enjoyable time as our year 6 pupils complete their time at Portway 
Juniors. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr Tim Deery 
Headteacher 
 
PS Year 6 Leavers Hoodies: We apologise for the delay in these arriving (for those who ordered them.) 

Unfortunately there was an error and so it took longer than anticipated. The company are working hard to 
complete the order and should be with us by the end of next week. 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Year 6 Leavers’ Lunch – Thursday 19th July 
 

  Special Leavers’ Pizza with chips, Baked Beans & Salad followed by dessert 

  Roast Beef with Roast Potatoes & Vegetables followed by dessert 

  Dessert Choice:    Ice-cream                Fruit Pot 

  My son/daughter does not want to order a leavers’ lunch 

             I enclose £2.15 with this slip                          My child has school dinners and I will include   
                       with my regular payments  

Child’s Name:_______________________________________________ Class:________ 

Parent signature:_______________________________________ 

  


