
                     PORTWAY  PRESS 
 

Issue 657                                     21st February 2018 

Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) Meetings – This Week (Wednesday evening & Friday) 
These meetings take place tonight and on Friday during the day, which is a day closure. At 
your appointment you will be able to collect a target sheet, which focuses on the key targets 
for the rest of the year. I must stress these are not formal reports but a written reminder for 
you to take home the key areas for the second half of the year, as discussed at the meeting. 
As usual we will give out our written reports towards the end of the academic year. Parents 
of pupils in 6KP will be receiving a letter shortly about a re-arranged date for their 
appointments. 
When you arrive for your appointment, please make your way to your child’s classroom and 
wait outside. When the teacher is ready they will come out and collect you. At Portway Junior 
School we encourage parents to come to the appointment with their child so they are 
involved. All pupils will have prepared for the meetings as we find this is the best way to 
make these consultations as productive as possible. The children may share some work as 
part of the consultation but you are welcome to collect their trays/books after the meeting to 
have a look through them with your child. Can we also remind all parents who are driving to 
the meetings not to park in the infant car park. If there are spaces in the junior school car 
park you are welcome to park in there (on this occasion only!) or if not on the Upper Drove 
itself. All of the pedestrian gates around the school will be open as usual.  

£10 Notes As you will know the Bank of England unveiled and launched its new state-of-the-art £10 polymer note in autumn 
last year. From next Thursday (1st March) we will no longer be able to accept these old notes for payment. They can still be 
exchanged in banks but we can’t take them in school.  

Ashfield Road Turning Circle Can we remind everyone that cars must not  stop on the Ashfield Road turning circle's zig 
zag lines. Before ½ term we have had a few near misses of children trying to get in through the infant and junior school 
gates. Many thanks. 

Keeping Children Safe Online This is always an issue for us all but there is lots of advice around to help parents. Social 
media is still a big challenge but most sites are not for under 13 year old children so should not be used by our pupils. It is 
important that parents look at their children’s devices on a regular basis and one of the key things is to have an open and 
honest conversation so that nothing is hidden. Many families do not allow any devices in bedrooms so they are not hidden 
away and this might be something to consider. A good website for parents about some of these issues can be found at  
www.net-aware.org.uk. It reviews lots of websites, apps and games and gives advice about them and whether they are 
suitable.  It has been produced by the NSPCC so it is very well written and worth a look. It might be a good chance for 
parents to have a look at the websites, apps, etc their children are using. Why not come up with a list with your son/daughter 
of the ones they are using and have a look together? As well as social media I still hear about primary school pupils seeing 
and using inappropriate games, which are designed for much older pupils. It is something that really worries me as the 
language and images on some of them are very shocking indeed so it worth checking the age restrictions on these games. 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential Visit - November 2018 (Current Year 3 pupils) Over the last few years, we have enjoyed 
some fabulous residential visits with Year 4 pupils at Hooke Court. Photos and reports of our most recent trip can be seen on 
our website. We’re planning another visit this year and, at our recent information evening, shared the details about this. We 
spend time as Roman soldiers, build aqueducts, cook a Roman feast and make jewellery and clay lamps in longhouses and 
roundhouses. The three days are full of experiences we just can’t provide at school and the children really enjoy the 
opportunity to be away from school and on an adventure! For those of you who were unable to make the meeting, letters with 
all the details went home at the end of last half term. All of the details can also be found on our website.  

World Book Day – Thursday 1st March (1 week to go!) To celebrate World Book Day we are inviting 
everyone to dress up as a book character. It can be ANY character from ANY book. The only rule is you 
must know what book it is from when asked! We are also going to repeat the book swap we did last 
year. The idea is that pupils bring in a book they have read and don’t mind giving away and they get to 
choose a different book to take home. It is a very simple idea and costs nothing!  So if children pick a 
book from home and bring into school on Thursday 1st March, they can then pick up a book to take 
home! 

Year 6 to Harrow Way–Tuesday 13
th

 March Year 6 parents please be aware that Harrow Way have postponed their 
performance on this date and so Year 6 will be in school as normal. Harrow Way are hoping to re-arrange for a date in May. 

Tim Deery 

 

 

 

 

Reminder: Please remember that there are no clubs this week due to staff involved in PPT meetings. Clubs 
will resume next week (w/b 26th February). We also have a day closure this Friday (23rd February) for PPT 
meetings. 

 

 

http://www.net-aware.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Key Dates for your Diary  
(see website or termly sheet for all dates) 

Wed 21
st
 Feb Pupil Parent Teacher (PPT) Meetings 3:30-7:30 

Fri 23
rd

 Feb Day Closure 
Fri 23

rd
 Feb Pupil Parent Teacher (PPT) Meetings  

Mon 26
h
 Feb Clubs restart 

Thur 1
st
 March World Book Day 

Tue 13
th

 March Year 6 to Performance at Harrow Way postponed 

Fri 23
rd

 March Clubs finish on this day  
Thur 29

th
 March Easter Break Begins (3:20 finish as usual) 

Friday 20th July  1:15 Pupils finish for the year 

 

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Chloe Watt, Jamie Goodier, Piper Travell, Logan Dyer, Grace McCarthy, Chloe Newman, Gerry Heaton, Ethan Pike, Ashley Wisniewski,  
 Matthew Dowsett, Charlie Axam, Callum Bell, Connor Holloway, Chloe Brewer, Connor Donnelly 
Year 4: Kodi Wells, Daniel Field, Georgia Marriner, Sofia de Freitas, Erin McGinty, Jasper Fry, Harley Travell  
Year 5: Seb Slater, Alfie Smith, Oliver Hicklin, George Chubinidze, Ollie Potter, Katie Morgan, George Rolfe 
Year 6:  Melissa Campbell, Alex Birmingham, Haydn Barrett, Ciara Baird, Jamie Hill, Emily Eyles 

 

Office Reminders 
Office opening hours are as follows: 

Mon-Thurs 8.30am – 4.30pm 

Fri               8.30am – 4.00pm 
Please can we also remind you that school dinners 

should be paid for in advance or at the time of 

ordering.  As a school, we should not be carrying 

any debt.  Your help in settling dinner money 

accounts promptly would be much appreciated. 

Year 6 Graduation Ceremony at The 
Lights Friday 13th July 2:00 PM 

Please note the date of the 2018 year 6 graduation ceremony at The Lights 
has been confirmed as the afternoon of Friday 13th July.The ceremony will 
take start at about 2:00pm and should finish by 3:30pm when you will be 
able to collect your son/daughter from the Lights (we will bring back to 
school any child that cannot be collected – and hold on to any siblings left 
at school.) As usual, space is going to be very tight indeed and we will 
allocate 1 ticket per family of year 6 pupils and then hold a ballot for families 
who would like an extra ticket for the spare seats. (There are only 240 seats 
in the auditorium and this has to include all of the 96 year 6 children plus 
our staff) Other family members are welcome to join us in the foyer of The 
Lights after the main presentations for photos, etc at about 2:45. Letters 
with further details, including the application for the ballot for extra tickets, 
will go out nearer the time but it would be a good idea to put the date in 
your diaries now. 

 
Radio Kids with Steve Randall & Year 5 

Year 5 at Portway recently had a visit from DJ Steve 
Randall (he used to work at Andover Sound radio) to 
talk about podcasts. 
He set Year 5 a challenge of creating a podcast 
about a subject that interests them. The best 5 
‘pitches’ will do a workshop with Steve and might get 
mentioned on the new radio station, that is starting 
soon! (It will be called Andover Radio.) Everyone in 
year 5 is excited about this new project and can’t 
wait to get started! 

By Ben Munday and Charlotte Easton (Year 5) 

Thinking day  
Thursday 22nd Feb (Tomorrow) 

This takes place this 
Thursday and children are 
welcome to come to school 
in their brownies / guides / 
cubs / scouts uniform on 
this day. 

 

Fish Thursday in the Kitchen! 
As it is inset day this Friday we are moving our usual  

Fish Friday to Thursday (22nd February) 

The Menu Choice will be: 

Red—Fish Fingers, Chips & Beans 

Green—Quorn Sausages, Chips & Beans 

Blue—Fish Finger Roll 

Pink—Jacket Potato with Tuna 

Lemon—Jacket Potato with Cheese & or Beans 

All the meals with come with Pudding of the day  

Please order on the day as usual. 
  

 

Costumes for Portway Infants 
Can you help? 

We have been asked by the infants if 
anyone has any old dressing-up costumes 
they would be happy to donate. If any junior 
school children had any from their time at 
the infants but no longer use then the 
infants could put them to really good use. 
Many thanks! 

 

 

Cake Sale – After School on Wednesday 28th February – The Drove Entrance (for Tanzania Expedition)  
An ex-pupil, Lucas Cleary, is raising funds to support a trip to volunteer in Tanzania. We have agreed he can hold a cake sale 
afterschool on Wednesday 28

th
 February (next Wednesday.) Below is a message from Lucas: 

“I am a 15-year-old from John Hanson School, and I’m an ex student from Portway Junior School. I am going on a expedition trip to 
Tanzania with my school. I will be spending 4 weeks volunteering in Tanzania helping the locals with building and helping make sure 
they have access to clean water.To help me achieve this I need to raise £4000 to make the expedition possible. One of the things I am 
doing to help me achieve this goal is a cake sale by the Drove entrance to Portway school on Wednesday, the 28th of February at 3:20 
PM. Please come along and help me in anyway you can.” 

 

Bags2School: The PSA have arranged for a bag collection to raise money for the schools (you 
may remember we did it a few years ago). A letter will come out shortly with all of the details but the 
collection will be on Friday 9th March in the infant school hall. They collect lots of items including 
clothing, towels, bedding (bed sheets, duvet covers, etc). Look out for the letter and start collecting! 

 

 

 


