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Snow Thank you to everyone for your patience on Monday with the snow. As usual it is a very difficult decision to get right and not only do 

we have to consider site safety, but also the weather forecast for the rest of the day. Mr Staff (site manager) and I arrived around 6:00 in 
the morning and felt we could make the site safe but, after talking to Miss Allen, we agreed a staggered start would help. It would mean 
there would be less people arriving at the same time and extra time to make the site safe. Once we decided, we then set about clearing a 
path into the schools from both sides. As staff arrived, from both the infants and juniors, they pitched in and helped sort the site. We could 
not have done it without them! (Thank you team!) Hopefuly that is the last snow of the year – although you can never tell! 

House Day Last Friday it was ‘House Day’ here at Portway and pupils were taking part in various activities in their house 

teams. The theme of the day was science and the environment. All pupils worked with children in other year groups and 
enjoyed practical experiments and sessions run by staff from around the school. We have planned 2 more House Days 
over the next 2 terms continuing with the same theme. Many thanks to Miss Patterson and Mrs Walker for organising 
such a great day. 

Sport Relief – This Friday (23
rd

 March)  The school council are supporting Sport Relief  Day this Friday as their charity 

this term. On Friday they are inviting everyone to dress in any sports or team clothing. (If you play for a local team in any 
sport you could wear that kit.)  The ‘fine’ will be a minimum of £1, which will all go to Sport Relief.  

Budget, Financial Year End and Debt Can we urge everyone to ensure all debts are paid to the school asap. I am sure everyone is 

aware of the financial challenges that all schools are facing. The next few years are going to be difficult and we are already planning ways 
of making further savings at Portway. Next week our long-serving school librarian, Mrs Callow, will be leaving the school. Unfortunately we 
just cannot afford a librarian in the current climate, which is a real shame. We will miss Mrs Callow when she finishes as she has been with 
the school for nearly 15 years. It will be quite a challenge not having her in school.  The end of the financial year coincides with the end of 
term so please make sure all debts are paid by this point. Many thanks.  

Year 5 Trips to Keyhaven (Thursday, Monday & Tuesday) If you haven’t done so already, please could the permission slips and money 

be returned to school ASAP. Please remember that the trip takes place on 3 different days with 5TC going  tomorrow (Thursday), 5DI  
going next Monday and 5CB on Tuesday. Pupils should arrive at school at normal time but won’t be back until around 4:30. The pupils 
need to bring a packed lunch and have a waterproof coat, warm clothing and sturdy footwear. (Sun cream and a hat might also be useful – 
well we can hope!) 

Glee Club at the Lights This Friday our Glee Club are performing in front of a packed theatre at the Mayor’s March Madness event at The 

Lights. We are very proud of our Glee Club and we are looking forward to Friday’s performance. Glee Club members should meet at The 
Lights at 5:15 on Friday. 

Clubs A reminder that all clubs finish this week. The new club list for the summer term will come out after Easter.  

Tim Deery 

 

 

  

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Jamie Goodier, Lexi Glover, Callum Bell, Braden Goodyear, Grace McCarthy, Alfie Heaver, Monty Nunan 
Year 4: Hadia Sajjad, Connie Williams, Annabelle Morgan, Marly Spry, Keira Hunter x 2, Izzy Bain, Daniel Field, Oliver Parnham, Harley Travell, Grace Trussler 
Year 5: Charlotte Easton, Bobby Davis, Morgan Adcock, Erin Franks, Luke Head, Joe Gomm, Seb Slater, Kaitlyn Barrow, Josephine Roper, Oliver Hicklin 
Year 6:  Amelie Knight, Alex Birmingham, Joshua Taylor, Archie Anderson, Ryan McCarthy, Matthew Cooke, Danny Shearer, Jamie Hill, Manolie Englezos-Beer, 
 Harry Low 

 

Reading at Home – It makes a 

difference! 
We would like to say a big THANK YOU for all the support you 

give the children at home with reading. It is one of the most 

important skills to develop and we are proud of the results 

we achieve at Portway for reading. There are a very small 

minority of children who make less progress than we would 

have hoped for and, when we have looked in more detail at 

these children, quite a few of them are children who do not 

read regularly at home. If you do not read with your child 

regularly we would encourage you to do so. It is clear they 

will benefit from it and if you make it a pleasurable 10 or 15 

minutes you will definitely both enjoy it.  

 

 

 

Bags2School & Cake Sale: A message from the PSA (Portway Schools’ Association) 

Wow, thanks to your amazing generosity last Friday, we raised a whopping £443.10 for our 
schools!  Bag2School donations brought in a huge 522kg in unwanted textiles and raised £208.80 
and thanks to the wonderful cake donations from years 1 and 4, and the tremendous turnout from 
our Portway families buying them, the cake sale raised £234.30!  Thank you to everyone who 
supported these fundraisers. 

 

 
 

Some Key Dates for your Diary  
(See sheet or website for full dates) 

Thurs 22 March 5TC to Keyhaven Visit 
Fri 23

rd
 March Clubs finish for term on this day  

Fri 23
rd

 March Sport Relief Day – Wear Sport Cothing (for a £1! 
Fri 23

rd
 March Glee perform at The Lights 

Mon 26
th

 March 5DI to Keyhaven Visit 
Tues 27

th
 March 5CB to Keyhaven Visit 

Wed 28
th

 March Year 4 Shakespeare Showcase 
Thur 29

th
 March Easter Break Begins (3:20 finish as usual) 

Mon 16
th

 April Summer term starts 
Thur 23

rd
 May 3:30 or 6:00 - Calshot Meeting for Year 5 

Mon 14
th

 May Year 6 National Test Week 
Sat 16

th
 June PSA Summer Fayre 

Wed 27
th

 June Sports Afternoon (Parents welcome!) 
Fri 29

th
 June Day Closure 

Fri 13
th
 July PM Year 6 Graduation at the Lights 

Fri 20th July  1:15 Pupils finish for the year 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sport Relief Day 
THIS Friday 

 
 
 
 
 

We have decided to support Sport Relief 
this term. On Friday 23

rd
 March, we are 

inviting everyone to bring in a pound to 
wear any sport kit you like – it could be 
anything linked to sport or a team 
(including football shirts.) Please get 
involved to help us support this great 
charity! The money we raise will go 
towards helping people across the UK 
and the world. Even a little bit of money 
can make a HUGE difference! 

Portway’s School Council 

 

Message for Year 5 Parents – Bikeability in Year 6 – September 2018 
As you may know, each year we put all of the 96 pupils in their final year through the Bikeability scheme. We believe it 
is an important part of keeping them safe and is very popular. Unfortunately the funding has been reduced but we have 
managed to secure the training for your children during year 6. This will take place during the week of Monday 17

th
 

September and they will have several hours of training throughout the week. We will send a note nearer the time but, 
as usual, we will ask that pupils bring in a bike and helmet for the week but we can source a few spares for those 
pupils without bikes. 
If your son or daughter struggles to ride a bike then the training is less useful so, if that is the case, it would be really 
helpful if they could start to learn to ride before 17

th
 September, which is still almost 6 months away. We will provide 

some training for non-riders during the week of 17
th
 September but they miss out on some of the more advanced work 

during the week. 

 

Sports News – Sports News – Sports News 

Football (Girls): Last week we had a lovely afternoon of football at Portway when 

we hosted the second afternoon of football for girls. There were 6 local schools 
represented on the day and it was a really enjoyable afternoon. It was great to see 
positive play and support for each other – regardless of the school. The Portway 
team did really well and managed to win 1 game, draw 2 and lose 2. Well done to 
our team, who played very well. The whole event was organised by our site 
manager, Mr Staff – we are lucky to have such amazing staff at Portway! 
Squad: Daisy Barr, Melissa Campbell, Ciara Baird, Ellie Down, Amelie Knight, Bethany 

Peachey, Ysobel Ainley, Susie Keen, Elizabeth Massey, Isobel Warrender 
 
Annual Town Football Cup: Also last week we have 3 mixed teams playing in the 

annual 7-a-side cup competition. The event was held at Harrow Way but organised 
by the sport students from Sparsholt College. It was a busy afternoon with 20 teams 
playing from around the area. After the group stages the A team got through to the 
cup competition, the B side got through to the plate competition and the C side got 
through to the bowl competition. The C side had a tough draw and went out to 
Balksbury C side. The B side managed to win the quarter-finals but were knocked 
out in the semi-final on a golden goal after it was a draw at full-time. The A side also 
won their quarter final but went out in the semi-final – by a single goal. All 3 sides 
lost to the eventual winners of all 3 competitions, so did very well. 
Many thanks to Mr Keeble and Mr Staff for coaching the sides. Also thank you to 
Harrow Way for hosting and to the Sparsholt College students, who did a great job 
organising such a well-run event. 
Squad: Jamie Hill, Alfie Franke, Joe Brown, Bradley Kane, Jamie Field, George Chubinidze, 
Oliver Williams, Caleb Earl, Alex Birmingham, Michael Hammerton, Sanjog Limbu, Matthew 
Gates, James Cleland, Charlie Bond, Reece McCartney, Riley Green, George Colwell, Alfie 
Head, Archie Anderson, Melissa Campbell, Joshua Taylor, Kyle Brooker, Manolie Englezos-
Beer, Daisy Barr, Matthew Cooke 

 

Calshot Residential 2019  

Meetings for Year 5  
Thursday 3rd May  
3:30 PM or 6:00 PM 

It seems to be odd talking about a trip in 
2019 but we are starting the planning for 
the January 2019 Year 6 residential trip 
to Calshot. To start the process we are 
holding some information meetings on 
Thursday 3

rd
 May. We will have a 

meeting at 3:30 (straight after school) 
and then a second meeting at 6:00. The 
meeting normally lasts for about 45 
minutes and is for both parents and 
pupils and is a chance to come along, 
hear about the trip and ask any 
questions. All details, booking forms, etc 
will come home after that meeting. 

 

Plant for the Planet –Spreading the Word! 

Last week 10 Portway Eco representatives went to 
‘Plant for the Planet’ at Andover Golf Club. The aim 
was to learn about the challenges facing our world 
and train to be Plant for The Planet ambassdors. We 
were there were some other schools in our area. 
Some of us thought it was just about saving polar 
bears but we learnt about lots of problems with the 
changing climate. Some of those who are already 
ambassadors gave a talk all about the challnges and 
it was really interesting. We did some activities and 
found out about CO2 and different problems in 
various countries around the world. 
We then  went to plant some trees and our group planted 5 trees and they 
were a rowan, an oak, a birch, a beech and a maple. (We then got to roll 
down the hill, which was great fun!) 
We are going to give a presentation to the whole school in assembly to tell 
them all about what we learnt.  Many thanks to Mrs Walker for taking us to 
the event.                                                     Written by Lilly Kew and Lucy Bedwell 

Sofia de Freitas, Lilymae McNab, Alfie Nock, Malia Cooper, Maddison 

Spry, Lily Davis, Sophie Taylor, Lucy Bedwell, Laylani Schulz, Lilly Kew 

 

EASTER RAFFLE 
 

The Infant School are supporting the 
local Down Syndrome Support Group, 
Andover Twenty1, by holding a raffle.  
If you would like the chance to win an 
Easter hamper, please visit the Infant 
office to buy your raffle tickets.  They 
are £1.00 each and are on sale until 
next Wednesday, 28th March. 

 
  

LOST PROPERTY: We have a variety of items, including purses, phones, 

glasses, watches, etc, in the office that haven’t been claimed.  If you think your 

child has lost something, please come in and see us.  All unclaimed items will be 

disposed of at the end of the school year. 


