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Year 3 Visit Harmony Woods This Friday Year 3 are visiting Harmony Woods and will be planting some trees as 
part of our work with Andover Trees United. Year 3 parents should have received a letter last week with all of the 
details.  It may get muddy and could be wet and cold so please make sure the children wear boots, layers of warm 
clothes and bring waterproofs with them. We are delighted that we will now be planting 5 special trees as part of the 
Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy project. The project involves commonwealth countries, who are working together to 
protect and improve indigenous forests and woods throughout the commonwealth. In the UK each MP has been 
given 5 trees to plant and we have been asked to plant these special trees! On Friday we will join Kit Malthouse MP 
to plant the trees up at Harmony Woods. We are honoured to have been chosen for this important event. 

Andover Christmas Lights – Glee Club Well done to all of the members of Glee Club, who sang at the Andover 
Christmas Lights event last Friday in the High Street. They were brilliant and everyone we met commented on how 
great they were. Seeing them performing on the stage and on the big screen was really quite emotional! Thank you to 
Miss Windross and Mrs Watts for all of their hard work with Glee Club. Also well done to Olivia Sacree, who turned on 
the lights. Her poem was excellent and she read it beautifully. 

Project Playground Sponsorship Money Thank you for all of the sponsor money brought into school already. It is 
already a very impressive amount and we really appreciate all you have done. Remember all money goes towards 
the School Council Project Playground. It would be really useful if the money could be sent in by the end of the week 
so we can announce a final amount! 

Year 6 Calshot Residential Visit A letter is coming home today giving details about the trip in January. If you didn’t 
receive one then please check with your child. (There is a copy on the website.) Please ensure the medical form is 
returned as soon as possible and by Friday 7th December at the very latest. 

Year 4 Football Club All year 4 football club members should have received a note last week cancelling the club for 
the next 2 weeks. Mr Kirby is on paternity leave and so the club will not take place during this time. 

YouTube - Age Restrictions. Many parents don’t realise that the minimum age for YouTube is 18 (13 with parental 
permission); most social networking sites, like Facebook and Twitter, have a minimum age of 13. There is a YouTube 
kids app, which many people use to give restricted access to their children, which is certainly better than open 
access. The YouTube Kids app does include some extra layer of filters but it doesn’t work 100% of the time and it can 
let some unsavoury content through. So even if you use the app it is worth keeping an eye on your son/daughter if 
they are using it. There are lots of comments online about this – just put it into google to have a look. 

Christmas Cards & Events The school Christmas card post box will be open from Monday 3rd 
December. Pupils will deliver cards around the school, but please make sure that all cards are clearly 
labelled with the full name and the class. The Glee & Drama Clubs will put on ‘Who?’ at 6:00 on 17

th
 

December and all parents are welcome to join us. Our Christmas carol services will take place in the 
school hall and the service for year 3 and 4 will be on the morning of Tuesday 18

th
 December with the 

year 5 and 6 service taking place the following day on Wednesday 19
th
 December. On Thursday 20

th
 it 

will be our Christmas dinner (more details will come out shortly) and Christmas jumper or fancy dress 
day. The last day of term is Friday 21

st
 December and, as you know, pupils finish at 1:15 on this day 

Clubs - Last Dates As already notified, clubs will finish on the week ending Friday 7th December.  The only 
exceptions are for Glee & Drama Clubs, who will carry on for an extra week to continue rehearsals for the Christmas 
production. 

                                                Tim Deery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Dotty Barlow, Holly Chewins, Sophia Cramphorn, Nikola Reczuch, Hania Sajjad, Pritika Kunkerkar, Ruby Mead, Amber Lloyd, Harvey Mills 
Year 4: Lilly-Shannon Jeffery, Alfie Mumford, Summer Falkner, Lennon Marriner, Zoe White, Daisy Low, Jason Bryant, Rebecca Mitchell, Chloe Watt 
Year 5: Sebastian Felix, Nikkos Pun, Ethan Smith, Brooke Winning, Kristina Gurung, Charlie Franke, Liam Williams, Sofia de Freitas, Jonathan Monteiro 
 Erin Underhill, Nicholas Kairys 
Year 6:  Oliver Hicklin, Levi Adams, Jake Humphreys, Jacob Hand, Ruby Sheppard, Jess Cook, Kyle Brooker, Dom Jephcott, Zach Fogarty 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 

Fri 23
rd
 Nov Year 3 Tree Planting at Harmony Woods 

Wed 28
th

 Nov Year 4 Residential to Hooke Court  
Monday 17

th 
Dec Glee/Drama Club Christmas Performance 6:00 

Tues 18
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 

Wed 19
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 

Thur 20
th
 Dec Christmas Jumper/Dress Down day 

Fri 21
st 

Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

 

 

Snow Plan Once again we have to prepare for the 
possibility of snow disruption this winter, although we 
really hope this will not be the case! (Snow is allowed only 
during school holidays!) We have agreed a snow plan with 
the infant school and opening our schools on a safe site is 
our key objective. There is a copy on the back of this 
newsletter so please have a look at it but also put it in a 
safe place – just in case! It will also be on our website. 
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Snow Procedures 2018/19 
 

Once again we have to prepare for the possibility of snow disruption this winter, although we really 
hope this will not be the case.  
 
We have had a planning meeting with both schools and have reviewed the Snow Plan with opening our 
schools on a safe site as our key objective. 
 
We are one of Hampshire’s largest sites and this presents us with problems not experienced by our 
colleagues in smaller schools and nurseries. With more than 680 pupils between both schools, we have 
pedestrian footfall in excess of 1000 each morning and afternoon. We are also a site with long pathways 
and multiple access routes. When we experience ice or snow, our first priority is to assess if we can make 
the site safe enough for adults and children to walk to the school buildings. Although we vigilantly keep 
up-to-date with forecasts and weather warnings, the snow and ice conditions can be quite localised with 
freezing temperatures affecting some areas of town and not others. What appears to be ‘slushy’ snow can 
be compacted very quickly on frozen ground when such large numbers are walking on it. When we have 
assessed if the site can be made safe, we still have to ensure enough staff can get in to meet appropriate 
adult: child ratios. With staff living as far away as Southampton and Salisbury, journeys must be safely 
achievable. When we are assured we have enough staff and we can make pathways accessible, we will 
open. 
 
In the event of snow/ice we will aim to clear a single route from Upper Drove and Ashfield Road into the 
school buildings. This means the other paths e.g. from the bottom of the field, will be closed. 
 
Communication 
When we have had snow in the last few years the communication system has worked well. The following 
is a reminder of the procedure. Please cut this out and put it somewhere safe:  
 
1) Hampshire County Council website will be updated with the latest news across the area 
www.hants.gov.uk/education/schoolclosures 

2)  Website: Where possible, we will add messages on our own websites updating everyone. 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk  or www.portwayinfant.co.uk 

3) Tucasi Mail: We will send out a text message / email via Tucasi mail. Obviously if the snow is 
widespread there are many thousands of schools using the same network so it can take longer than usual 
for messages to get through. If you have not registered for this service but would like to do so then please 
contact the office. 

4) Telephone: A message will be left on the school phone as soon as possible, however, with limited 
lines available the websites should be the first place to check.  
 

As in previous years, we may decide to have a staggered opening with pupils being allowed to arrive 
anytime up to 10am. This allows those from further away to get here safely but also spreads the amount 
of traffic in and around the site. We will always try to take a decision as early as possible and would hope 
to inform you by 7:30am in the morning, if we are forced to close. 

 

We will do everything we can to remain open, closing a school is never a decision taken lightly. 

 

 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/schoolclosures
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/
http://www.portwayinfant.co.uk/

