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PSA Thruxton Event Thank you to everyone who came up to the Thruxton event last Sunday. It was a 
great morning and it was wonderful to see so many people turn up. Many thanks to the PSA for organising 
the event and raising another £350 for school funds! The next event is the big one – the Summer Fayre… 

PSA Summer Fayre – Saturday 17th June  The Summer Fayre is just over 3 weeks away and the 
number of volunteers is steadily increasing but even more are needed! If you can help then please contact 
the PSA at portway.psa@outlook.com or via the school office. 

 

Cycling to School Last week we had a very upset member of the public come into school after nearly 
hitting a child on Weyhill Road. Luckily it was all fine but what had frightened her was what could have 
happened. We think the child might be from Portway but we are not 100% sure. We have spoken to the 
pupils about road safety but if your child does cycle (or walk/ride a scooter) to school please talk to them 
about road safety. The year 6 pupils had a week of Bikeability training back in September and we have 
secured the same for the current Year 5 pupils in early September. 

Free Digital Awareness sessions   - Wednesday 7
th

 June 2:15 or 6:00 Don’t forget we have teamed up with Lloyds 
Banking to offer some sessions for parents about digital awareness. We talk about the issues regularly in school with pupils 
but it is really important that parents have an awareness as well. There are 2 sessions being run by Lloyds at the school on 
Wednesday 7th June at 2:15 and 6:00 PM. A copy of the letter that went home can be found on our website. 

Parents vs Children Challenge Evening II We welcomed even more families to school last week to pit themselves against 
each other to find out whether the children or the parents were the smartest! This time there most of the challenge were 
science-based and some were VERY challenging! Of course we did keep the doughnut activity as this always seems to go 
down very well! This time we began with a short presentation from some staff about how we have been working hard in 
school to develop a 'growth mindset'. This is a belief that we can practise and work hard to learn new things and develop new 
skills. We learnt that we can strengthen the synapses in our brains to help us create new pathways to new skills, improving 
our brain power and helping us to be resilient, persistent and courageous in our learning. Thank you to everyone who came 
along! 

Class Photographs – Monday 5th June The first day after ½ term we will be taking the annual class photographs. Copies 
of last year’s photographs can be seen on the board outside of the main hall.  

Headlice There have been some recent sightings of these little creatures. We would very much appreciate it if you could be 
vigilant and check your children’s hair to evict any that might be found there! Checking other members of the family at the 
same time will help to remove the problem as well. There are lotions and sprays that can be bought from the pharmacy and 
used for this, but combing conditioner through the hair with a nit comb can also be effective. Combing over a bowl of clean 
water or a white towel, and cleaning the comb after each stroke through the hair, will help you to see any creatures that you 
comb out. Repeating this several times in a week will ensure that any lice or eggs are thoroughly removed. Further advice 
can be found at www.nhs.uk/conditions/headlice.  

Tim Deery 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

 
Year 3: All of 3TR for making fantastic choices, Brooke Winning, Erin McGinty, Alfie Irwin, Linzi Mills, Charlie Smith, Lucy Wilson 
Year 4: Mason Healy, Kyle Brooker, George Baulsom, Daniel Baitrum, Michael Hammerton, Nerys Colville, Susie Keen, Jamie Field, Kieron Morrell,  
 Riley Clarke, Callum Cramer, Brayden Brittain 
Year 5: Ciara Baird, Jack Trussler, Joseph Brown, Hattie Healey, Joseph Edds, Tyreece Sanders, Miah Lazaretti, Bethany Peachey, Lydon Machin 

Year 6:  Ben Purser, Sophia Powell, Caitlin Coombs, Beth Down, Kiva Dyer, Isabella Phillips, Keira Elliott, Sam McRae, Cole State 

RESIDENTIAL TRIP NEWS 
Hooke Court Residential – November 2017 

Year 4 (Current Year 3) 
The deadline for Hooke Court deposits was Friday 5th 

May. (Get it touch asap if you would still like your 
son/daughter to attend) 

 
Calshot Residential – January 2018 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) 
Details are on the website. The deadline for deposits 

is Friday 9th June. 
 

 

May ½ Term  
Soccer School 

 

Run by Lions in the Community at Portway 
Junior School Wed 31st May – Fri 2nd June  

Contact Cathy on 07825339091 or 

Catherine.devereux@googlemail.com for details (or pick 

up a form in the office) 
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Some Reminders for your Diary 
(see website for full list) 

 

Fri 26th May  ½ Term Break 
Mon 5th June  School returns 
Mon 5th June  Class Photographs 
Wed 7th June  Digital Awareness Sessions for Parents (2:15/6:00) 
Sat 17th June  PSA Summer Fayre 
Fri 23rd June  Day Closure 
Wed 28th June  Sports Day (parents invited pm) 
Mon 3rd July  Music Evening 
Wed 5th July  Year 6 Graduation (AM) 
Thurs 13th July  Open Afternoon 3:30-6:00 
Mon 17th July  Year 6 Performance to Parents (evening) 
Tues 18th July  Year 6 Performance to Parents (evening)  
Tues 25th July   School finishes for year (Early 1:15 finish) 

Mon 4th Sept Day Closure 
Tues 5th Sept 1st Day of 2017-18 school year for Pupils 

 

P.O.S.Ts – Portway’s Online Safety Tips 
 

Snapchat averages 400 million ‘snaps’ (photos & videos) a day, the minimum age to sign up is 13. 
Who can my child share content with on Snapchat? There are 3 different audiences. ‘Everyone’ – this means that their content will 
be seen by all Snapchat users. ‘Status Message’ means that your child’s content can only be seen by their added friends. ‘Online’ 

enables your child to select friends they want to block from seeing their content.  
Who can send them content? Your child can receive content from either ‘Everyone’ or ‘My Friends’. Encourage your child to set 
their default settings to only accept content from ‘My Friends’.  

Reporting content: If your child receives inappropriate images or someone is harassing them, go to www.snapchat.com/safety and 
follow the steps to report it to Snapchat.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PSA Summer Fayre 
Saturday 17th June 1:30-3:30 

The Summer Fayre is just over 3 weeks away! 
Everyone is working VERY hard BUT we need 
lots of volunteers so please let the PSA know if 
you can help. The PSA do an amazing job 
helping raise money for the school but they need 
your help. The PSA can be contacted at 

portway.psa@outlook.com or via the office 

 
 

 

Budget Challenges: A Message from the Governing Body 
The Governing Body are in the process of approving the budget for this year and it has been the most challenging year 
we have faced for many years. As we are sure you are all aware, this is an issue facing schools all over the country.  

Schools have been on a flat-cash funding arrangement for several years. This means that the amount of funding we 
receive has remained very similar whilst at the same time costs have continued to rise. This includes normal inflation 
costs and employer contributions on teachers’ pensions, as well as national insurance employer contributions 
increasing. This year we have also had, for the first time, to pay £5,800 for the apprenticeship levy, despite us not 
employing any apprentices! The result of all of this is we have had to make some difficult decisions and this is likely to 
continue.  

We will have to look at charging parents more for some of the things we offer, such as musical instrument tuition and 
breakfast club. We also have to ensure all dinner money, etc is paid promptly so that we do not carry any debt. The 
trips, that are such an important part of school life, will have to be reviewed if we do not receive enough contributions 
from parents. As you will be aware, Mr Deery’s support of some other schools locally throughout this year, during some 
challenging periods for them, has helped our financial situation. Portway receives compensation for Mr Deery’s time 
and this has meant we are in a better situation than would have been the case, although his role finishes in the other 
schools at the end of this term. 

The impact of reducing budgets has the potential to affect the amount of support that can be given to students who 
need it, including those with Special Educational Needs, behavioural issues, low prior attainment or those requiring 
support for mental health problems. It was encouraging to learn that the Education Select Committee 
recently published a report highlighting this and said, “financial pressures are restricting the provision of mental health 
services in schools and colleges.” Many external services are also being reduced, particularly related to health and 
family support, and schools are expected to fill the gaps left by these cuts. 

We are lucky to be in a better position than some other local schools; many have had to make significant cuts to 
staffing levels and we are hoping this is something we can avoid. The financial situation also means the money we 
receive from the PSA is even more important than ever before, so please do everything you can to support the events 
they run. We are also trying to increase regular hirings of the school field and school halls so please pass on our details 
to anyone you know who may be interested in using our facilities or ask them to contact the school office. 

The other big challenge that all schools are facing is teacher recruitment. At Portway we have been very lucky to be 
able to attract amazing staff to our school and our involvement in training the next generation of teachers, via the post-
graduate School Direct scheme, has really helped. Becoming a strategic partner, working with the Anton Andover 
Alliance, as well as with other amazing local schools such as Anton Junior and Portway Infants, has been a very 
positive move for our school. However the teaching profession is facing a significant shortfall as too few graduates are 
training to be teachers, and also too many qualified teachers are leaving the profession.  

We felt it was important to share some of the issues that are facing the school. However we remain very positive about 
the future, despite some of these challenges we face. Our pupil numbers are very good and the school is highly 
regarded by the local authority and by OfSTED and your support is really appreciated by us all. 
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