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Welcome back! I hope everyone had an enjoyable Easter break. This term is always a very busy one with lots going on and 
this year is no different. Please take a moment to have a look at the diary dates sheet for the term. As usual we will keep you 
updated via the Portway Press if there are any changes and/or updates.  

Housepoint Cup - Dress Down day for Lightning House – This Friday Congratulations to everyone who is in 
Lightning (yellow house) who won the housepoint cup for last ½ term. Their prize of a non-uniform day will take 
place this Friday (28th April). Everyone else must come to school in uniform as normal. 

Parent vs Pupil Challenge Evening – Thursday 18
th

 May 6:00 PM If you haven’t yet been to one of our challenge evenings 
then you need to come along to our next one on Thursday 18

th
 May at 6:00pm. There are lots of fun activities to complete, 

lots of laughter to be had and, of course, the competition between you and your children to see who really is the most 
resilient and able to persevere through challenges! There is a letter coming home with the Press with full details about the 
evening. Don’t miss out!  

Clubs The summer term clubs will start for the term in the week beginning Monday 8
th
 May (unless the club has already been 

notified of an earlier start). A new club list is coming home today and needs to be returned as soon as possible (and by next 
Tuesday at the latest). Please sign up for the clubs that you would like your child to attend and send back to school. As it 
says on the form, you will only be notified if your child does NOT get a place. It is also very important to make a note of the 
clubs (including day/times) that your child signs up for so you know when they will be attending. 

Year 4 Shakespeare Showcase Congratulations to the Year 4 pupils and staff for an amazing 
showcase, which took place just before the end of term. It was full of songs, drama, dancing and 
much more! It was such a pleasure to watch the children enjoying some of the stories and 
information related to Shakespeare and his plays. There are some photographs of the evening on 
our website. Well done to all involved! (We are very proud of you!) 

Meeting for Year 5 Parents about Year 6 Calshot Residential – TOMORROW (Thursday) On Thursday we are holding 
meetings for year 5 parents about next year’s Year 6 Calshot Residential. There is a meeting at 3:30 or one at 6:00 and both 
are being held in the main school hall. Year 5 pupils are welcome to come with their parents to find out about the trip but, if 
you can’t make it, details and a booking form will be sent home next week. The letter about the meetings can be found in the 
‘other letters’ section of the school website. 

New Class at Portway Infants Those of you who have children at the infants will have had a letter from Miss Allen recently 
about an extra reception class starting in September. It will mean there will be 4 classes (rather than 3 as usual) and this 
‘bulge’ class will follow that year group through the infant school and in 3 years time will potentially mean we will have an 
extra class in the junior school. As far as we understand, the following year it will revert to the normal 3-form entry system. 
We were approached about this by the local authority because of the high number of children in the area this year and the 
fact that we are very over-subscribed with the infants having 117 ‘first choice’ applications for 90 reception places last year. In 
order to accommodate the new class a modular building with be put on the site in the space between the 2 schools. 

Staff News  At the end of this week Mrs Henley is leaving us to take up a new job. She has been at Portway for 
8 years working in classrooms as a teaching assistant across the school and at lunchtimes. We are going to 
miss her a great deal but wish her lots of luck in her new and exciting role. 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

 
Year 3: Chloe Pollard, Nicole Drabik, Teani-Jay Horne, Mason Hewlett, Harry Baker, Sam Greenaway, Christina Foster, Alfie Nock, Charlotte White 
Year 4: Morgan Adcock, Charlie Mumford, Michael Hammerton, Bella Hall-Cooper, Tehya Kidd, Izzy Scarr, Erin White, Jess Brown, Taylor Thomson, Joe Horne 
Year 5: Tom Bedwell, Isabel Warrender, Bethany Peachey, Ebony Tarrant, Archie Anderson, Thomas Merritt, Ryan Travers, Harry Low, Emily Eyles 
Year 6:  Emily Humphrey, Katlyn Smith, Adrian Graham, Beth Down, Kaitlyn Pedder, Keelan Elkins, Olivia Scarr, Archie Cook 

 

Vacancies at Portway Junior School 
Graduate Teaching Assistant Role: Are you, or do you know of a graduate (or soon-to-be graduate) with a 

good degree who would like to become a qualified teacher? We are looking to appoint a graduate as a learning 
support assistant for a year who would then go onto the Schools Direct programme in September 2018.  If you 
are interested, or know of a graduate who would be, then all the details can be found on our website and you are 

very welcome to make an appointment to have a chat about the role and the training.  

Cleaner: We are currently searching for the right person to join our friendly Cleaning Team. The hours of work 

are Monday to Friday from 3.15pm-5.15pm (although there could be some flexibility.) Salary  is £7.78 p/h. If you 
are interested, then see the website or speak to Andy Staff (Site Manager) via the school office. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sports News – Sports News – Sports News – Sports News - Sports News - Sports News – Sports News 

Some Key Dates for your Diary 
(see sheet coming home today for all the key dates) 
Thur 27th April   Meeting for Year 5 Parents – Calshot ‘18 

  (3:30 or 6:00) 

Mon 1st May  Bank Holiday 

Mon 8th May   Year 6 SATs Test Week 

Thur 18th May  Parent vs Pupil Challenge Evening 

Fri 23rd June  Day Closure 

Tues 25th July   School finishes for year (Early 1:15 finish) 

Football - Girls:  At the end of last term several girls from years 5 and 6 represented the school at an area cup 

competition at Anton Junior School. It was a great afternoon of football with a record number of schools taking part. 
The girls did themselves proud and ended up 3

rd
 overall, which was a brilliant result. Well done to all who played. 

This week the girls also had the final league games and it was another enjoyable afternoon. The girls came third 
overall in the league competition and it was great to see how much they enjoyed the games. They played with a 
smiles on their faces, which is wonderful to see! We have been really proud of the progress made by the girls this 
year as many of them had never played before – well done! Many thanks to Mr Keeble and Mr Staff for looking after 
them during the year. 

Squad: Taya Mayers, Daisy Barr, Alyssia Linham, Amelie Knight, Kaitlyn Pedder, Megan Nikolic, Ellie Down, Melissa Campbell, 
Kiah-Leigh Hutchinson, Ysobel Ainley 
 

Rugby: In the week before Easter some of our year 5 & 6 rugby players had a friendly game against Smannell & 

Enham School. It was a lovely afternoon and the 2 teams both played twice. The A team won both of their matches 
and the B side won one and lost one. Most importantly it was played in a great spirit and everyone should be very 
proud of themselves. It was a great advert for tag-rugby! 
 

Squad: Archie Anderson, Harry Pay, Joshua Taylor, Joe Rowland, Sam McRae, Sam Carter, Xander Gillies, Lewis Broe,  
Isaac Rodney, Freddie Randall, Matthew Cooke, Eva Graham, Elijah Day, Keira Inman  

 

PSA NEWS! PSA NEWS! PSA NEWS! PSA NEWS!  
 

THRUXTON FUNDRAISING EVENT! 
Fancy spending a fun and active time with the family whilst 

raising funds for the school at the same time? 
Then come and cycle, run, scoot or walk around the race 

circuit at Thruxton with us on Sunday 21
st
 May. 

The PSA is looking for helpers to support at the 
Race Circuit on this date between 9:30am and 

12:30pm.  
Please email portway.psa@outlook.com if you are able to 

support us with this event.  
Ticket sales for the event will launch next week. Further 

details will follow. 
 

 
SUMMER FETE HELP 

The Portway Summer  Fete is on Saturday 17
th
 June.  

As always we would value any support you can give us with 
this event, either on the day or the Friday before with the 

preparation.  
Please email portway.psa@outlook.com to let us know what 

help you can offer.  
Thank you! 

 

Year 6 Reminders for the term 
Tests, Hoodies & Year 6 Graduation! 

The year 6 national tests take place in the week beginning 
8th May this term. It is very important that pupils are in school 
every day during this week. We are also offering a free 
breakfast to all year 6 pupils during the week and a letter 
went home before Easter. There is still time to sign up but 
must be done by tomorrow (Thursday.) There is a copy of the 
letter on the website. 
Also coming home today is a letter about year 6 leavers’ 
hoodies, which is something we started 2 years ago after a 
suggestion from a parent and proved very popular.  
Please also remember the date of the 2017 year 6 graduation 
ceremony at The Lights has been confirmed as the morning 
of Wednesday 5th July. The ceremony will take start at about 
10:00 and should finish by midday when we will take pupils 
back to school. As usual, space is going to be very tight 
indeed and we will allocate 1 ticket per family of year 6 pupils 
and then hold a ballot in early June for families who would 
like an extra ticket for the spare seats. (There are only 240 
seats in the auditorium and this has to include all of the 96 
year 6 children plus our staff) Other family members are 
welcome to join us in the foyer of The Lights after the main 
presentations for photos, etc, at about 11:15. Letters with 
further details, including the application for the ballot for extra 
tickets, will go out nearer the time but it would be a good idea 
to put the date in your diaries now. 

 

RESIDENTIAL TRIP NEWS 
Hooke Court Residential – November 2017 

Year 4 (Current Year 3)  
The deadline for Hooke Court deposits is Friday 5

th 
May.  

Calshot Residential – January 2018 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) 
Tomorrow (Thursday) we will be holding meetings at 3:30 
and 6:00pm for year 5 parents about the January 2018 Year 
6 Calshot residential visit.  

 

 

P.O.S.Ts – Portway’s Online Safety Tips 
 

Parental controls are an important way to keep your child safe 
online. 

These can block upsetting or harmful content, control purchases of 
apps and manage how long your child spends online. Innocent 
searches can sometimes reveal some not-so-innocent results so, if 
you’re worried about what your child is doing online, or who they’re 
talking to, parental controls can help you to: 
 

 Plan what time of day your child can go online and how long for  

 Stop children from downloading apps they are too young for  

 Manage the content that different family members can see. 
To set up parental controls on your home broadband use 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers 
and click on the link ‘Parental controls offered by your home 
internet provider.’  
 

(BT, VirginMedia, Sky and TalkTalk all have good and easy to follow 
instructions and short videos.) 
 

Next week: setting up parental controls on mobiles, 
tablets and games consoles! 
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