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Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) Meetings (Thursday evening & Friday – Wednesday evening & Friday for 3MO) 
These meetings take place on Thursday evening (except for 3MO that are tonight) and on Friday during the day, which is a 
day closure.  
When you arrive for your appointment, please make your way to your child’s classroom and 
wait outside. When the teacher is ready they will come out and collect you. At Portway Junior 
School we encourage parents to come to the appointment with their child so they are 
involved. All pupils will have prepared for the meetings as we find this is the best way to 
make these consultations as productive as possible. The children may share some work as 
part of the consultation but you are welcome to collect their trays/books after the meeting to 
have a look through them with your child. Can we also remind all parents who are driving to 
the meetings not to park in the infant car park. If there are spaces in the junior school car 
park you are welcome to park in there (on this occasion only!) or if not on the Upper Drove 
itself. All of the pedestrian gates around the school will be open as usual. 
Online bookings have now closed as per the letter sent home but if you would still like to book an appointment then please 
telephone the office and they will endeavour to help. 

Book Fair The book fair will be open during the PPT meetings this week. Have a browse and please pay for any purchases 
at the office. Once again, we are using the Book People as the prices of books are very competitive. We also get a 
commission for every book sold, which we use to buy reading books for our library. 

World Book Day – Thursday 7th March (1 week to go!) To celebrate World Book Day we are inviting everyone to dress 
up as a book character. It can be ANY character from ANY book. The only rule is you must know what book it is from when 
asked! We are also going to repeat the book swap we did last year. The idea is that pupils bring in a book they have read 
and don’t mind giving away and they get to choose a different book to take home. It is a very simple idea and costs nothing!  
So if children pick a book from home and bring into school on Thursday 7th March, they can then pick up a book to take 
home! 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential Visit - November 2019 (Current Year 3 pupils) Over the last few years, we have enjoyed 
some fabulous residential visits with Year 4 pupils at Hooke Court. Photos and reports of our most recent trip can be seen on 
our website. We’re planning another visit this year and, at our recent information evening, shared the details about this. We 
spend time as Roman soldiers, build aqueducts, cook a Roman feast and make jewellery and clay lamps in longhouses and 
roundhouses. The three days are full of experiences we just can’t provide at school and the children really enjoy the 
opportunity to be away from school and on an adventure! For those of you who were unable to make the meeting, letters with 
all the details will be coming home. All of the details will also be added to our website. 

Ashfield Road Turning Circle Can we remind everyone that cars must not  stop on the Ashfield Road turning circle's zig 
zag lines. It is important that we keep this area as safe as possible. Many thanks. 

Recycling Team Next Tuesday the Test Valley Borough Council recycling team will be in school working with our pupil 
‘Green Team’. After school they will be out and about talking to parents and giving out leaflets about how we can recycle 
better and how they can help. Please keep an eye out for them! 

                                                Tim Deery  
The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 

   

Year 3: Liana Rodrigues, Summer Dabbs, Dotty Oostendorp, Amy Dowsett, Sidney Allen, Sonnie Pike, Reilly Ross, Dotty Barlow 
Year 4: Callum Bell, Dipika Pun, William Gibbs, Piper Travell, Xavier Binu, Lily Selvey, Dipali Kumpavat 
Year 5: Annabelle Morgan, Harley Travell, Harvey Edwards-Hall, Connie Williams, Anya-Rose, Merritt, Aayan Talukdar, Eliza Meechan, Owen Cook,  
 Nikola Koczakowska, Charlie Franke 
Year 6: Fynly Travell, Keiron Williams, Katie Morgan, Taryn Gray, Joe Gomm, Ella Fielding, Zac Fogarty 

 

 

In the summer term, together with RCS and 
Portway Infant School, we are running a ‘Making a 
Change’ course. 

This Course will help you to: 

 Improve confidence levels 

 Explore and develop techniques to 
improve self esteem 

 List coping skills that you can use 

 To set goals 
It is totally free and takes place on  

23
rd

 & 30
th

 April, 7
th

, 14
th

 & 21
st

 May    9.00 - 12.00 
If you are interested then call the Portway Infant 
School office on 01264 323 716 or see the flyer  

 

Tesco Bags of Help Scheme  1st March-30 April 
The school council have been successful in their application to 
Tesco as part of their Project Playground fundraising. From this 
Friday all tokens in Tesco put into the ‘Portway slot’ will add to 
our total.  
The shops are involved are: 

Main Tesco – River Way 
Tesco Express – Charlton  
Tesco Express – Weyhill Road 
Tesco Express – Cricketer’s Way 

The more tokens we collect, the more money we will get for our 
project! 
Stop Press: Comic Relief – The school council have agreed that on Friday 15

th
 

March pupils can come to school wearing a red accessory or with a red nose, if 
that is what they want to do. It is totally voluntary. Donations (a minimum of £1) 
will go towards Comic Relief. More details next week. 



 
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Key Dates for your Diary 
Mon 25

th
 Feb   School returns (no clubs this week due to PPT meetings) 

Wed 27
th
 Feb   Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings for 3MO only 

Thur 28
th
 Feb   Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Fri 1
st
 March   Day Closure – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Thur 7
th
 March   World Book Day 

Fri 15
th
 March   Red Nose Day 

Wed 3
rd

 April    Year 4 showcase (evening – all Year 4 pupils) 
Fri 5

th
 April   Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 

Tues 23
rd

 April   Summer Term begins  
Tues 23

rd
 July   1:15 School finishes for the Summer holiday 

 

Day Closures 

Friday 1st March 
Friday 28th June 

 

Money As we approach the end of the financial year, we have to balance the books before they can be 
approved and audited by Hampshire County Council. If you have any unpaid dinner money, trip money or 
music tuition then could you please send it into the office asap. Our dinner money debt is currently over £900, 
which is a large amount of money. With school budgets becoming increasingly tight, we have to make sure 
that all debt is recovered and your help would be most appreciated. 

 

Reminder: Please remember that there are no clubs this week due to staff involved in PPT meetings. Clubs 
will resume next week. We also have a day closure this Friday (1st March) for PPT meetings. 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINES 

We are willing to administer medicines to your child if 
necessary. Please bring the medicine (in its original container) 
into the school office so that you can complete the appropriate 
paperwork and DO NOT send medicine into school with your 
child.  

Please note that we will be unable to administer any 
medicine without signed consent on the appropriate form. 

 

 

Year 5 are Out of This World! 
Recently Year 5 have been working hard on their ‘Out of 

this World’ topic, all about space. They were set a 
challenge by Dr Oberon (NASA) to create a documentary 
to inform its audience about four key ideas about space: 
gravity, night and day, heliocentric solar systems and the 
seasons. They were also encouraged to add in some 
space related entertainment! 
On the front page of the school website, you can see the 
final project showing what they did!  

 

Gardening Club – Next Week 
A message for everyone who signed up for 
gardening club: 

Gardening Club will return next week. As usual it will be 
run by Mrs Walker, Mr Cantillon & volunteers and the 
club will take place after school on Wednesdays until 
4:30. Pupils will need to bring a raincoat, suitable 
footwear and a change of clothes. They can then be 
collected from the garden gate at 4:30. 

 

   Andover Library 
Next Thursday we celebrate WORLD 
BOOK DAY! Why not get some 
inspiration for your costume by 
visiting the newly refurbished 
Andover Library? 
The town library is almost unrecognisable following significant 
investment. The children’s area has seen the most dramatic 
change and now provides a relaxed, modern and engaging space 
for all levels of reader where active reading, drama and even dress 
up is encouraged.  It is a wonderful resource for our town so plan a 
visit and see what they have done – it is amazing! 

 

Urgent Message for Parents Re Internet/MOMO Challenge 
We have received the following message via our safeguarding links. We do not have any further information but we 
thought it would be a good idea to share. It includes some good advice from the NSPCC. 
 

The MOMO Challenge is targeted at children and young people through social media by people presenting as MOMO, a 
terrifying looking doll. The doll encourages them to add a contact on messaging service WhatsApp from an unknown 
number, once contact is made, children are subsequently bombarded with terrifying images and messages reportedly 
ranging from threats and dares which encourage them to self-harm. 
Although known of in other parts of the world since last year, it appears to be making its way across the UK. MOMO has 
been associated to multiple platforms used by children including Youtube, Kidstube, Instagram, Facebook and 
WhatsApp. 
  

NSPCC Response & Advice for Parents: A spokesperson for the NSPCC said: "The constantly evolving digital world 
means a steady influx of new apps and games and can be hard for parents to keep track of. That's why it's important for 
parents to talk regularly with children about these apps and games and the potential risks they can be exposed to.  "The 
NSPCC publishes advice and guidance for parents on discussing overall online safety with their children, as well as 
promoting Net Aware - the UK's only parental guide to social media and gaming apps.’ 
If adults are concerned or have any questions on how to approach the subject with their children, they can contact the 
NSPCC Helpline on 0808 800 5000 or visit the NSPCC website. Children who are worried about their activity on apps or 
online games can contact Childline 24 hours a day, online and over the phone on 0800 1111. 

 

 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.childline.org.uk/

