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Reading at Home Many thanks to everyone who has been reading with their children at home over the summer and at the 
start of term. Despite all of the technology changes in our society, reading is more important than ever. When children see 
adults reading and writing in everyday life – reading for pleasure, sharing a story with them, using a recipe, making a 
shopping list, writing a birthday card, browsing the web, reading street signs or reading and writing emails – it teaches them 
that reading and writing are important skills. We know finding time is difficult these days, but it really does make a huge 
difference if you can find time to read with your son or daughter. Actually, just the fact of spending ‘quality time’ together 
when reading helps the parent/child bond and children love to know you are interested in them and want to spend time with 
them. The primary years slip by very quickly indeed but those times reading with them will stay with them forever. Please try 
and find the time if you possibly can. 

School Photographs Along with the Infant School, we have decided to change our photographer this year.  This has meant 
a change in the date we advised earlier this term.  They will be coming in on Monday, 13

th
 November, to take individual and 

sibling photos, and we will send a letter home nearer the time with more details.  One change will be that the photographs 
can be ordered online direct from the photographer, so the children won’t bring home a proof card.  They will be provided with 
a log-on for the website so you can look at the photo and choose from a large variety of products, including keyrings, mugs, 
coasters and canvasses.  For those that don’t have access to the internet, we can still provide a proof card and all this will be 
in the letter we send home in a couple of weeks. 

Clubs Clubs started this week and we had a record number of applications. Unfortunately, we could not offer a place to 
everyone for every club, but we will have a waiting list for those that are full. Clubs will finish on the week ending 1st 
December. Please also note that due to parent consultations there will be no clubs taking place on Tuesday 17

th
 and 

Thursday 19
th
 October. There are also times when we have to cancel clubs due to illness or weather conditions. We always 

try to ensure they take pace but that is not always possible. If weather disrupts a club we will try to get a message out via 
social media, etc but pupils who are not picked up will be kept in school until the normal pick-up time. (We normally use a 
classroom and put a video on.) Please remember that staff give up their own time to run these clubs and any poor behaviour 
by children will mean they are removed from the club. 

Year 3 & 4 Football Club If your child is coming to the Year 3 and 4 football club tomorrow please can you make sure they 
can tie laces and have shin pads and long socks with them (and can put them on themselves). There were a lot of pupils 
interested but we didn’t want to disappoint anyone so we have not limited the numbers. This means we won’t have time to tie 
laces, put on shin pads, etc and your help would be greatly appreciated in checking they can do this. 

PSA AGM The Annual General Meeting takes place on Thursday 19th October at 7:00. It would be great to see as many 
people as possible attend! The PSA email address is portway.psa@outlook.com if you would like to get in contact with them. 

PSA Christmas Fayre The PSA Christmas Fayre will take place on Wednesday 6th December from 5:30. This is an 
important date so please add it to your calendars/diaries. 

            Tim Deery 

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

 

Year 3: Zoe White, Callum Bell, Olivia Sacree, Aidan Bailey, Seb Mekky, Alfie Heaver, Josh Jones, Chloe Watt, Charlie Smith 
Year 4: Sudan Rai, Lucas Beale, Annabelle Morgan, Aayan Talukdar, Charlie Smith, Linzi Mills, Alfie Nock, Isaac Hartland-Bridges, Frank Flitter 
Year 5: Alfie Smith, Cole Heaton, Jamie Bai, Taylor Thomson, Taryn Gray, William Pashley, Aiden Lloyd, Morgan Adcock, Nerys Colville 
Year 6:  Isabelle Clash, Joe Brown, Poppy Jones, Reece McCartney, Jacob Mumford, Matthew Gates, Sophie Thomas, Matthew Cooke 
 

Other letters coming home today 

 PSA AGM Letter 
 

Copies of the Portway Press and other letters we send out 
can be found on the school website  

www.portwayjunior.co.uk 
 

THRIFT SHOP 
We desperately need some volunteers to help run the 
Thrift Shop.  If you can spare a couple of hours every 
month, please come and see us in the office. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
We have had some ladies sunglasses handed in so 
please come and see us if you think they may be yours! 

Office Hours:  8:30-4:30 (Mon-Thurs) 

  8:30-4:00 (Fri) 

School Phone Number: 01264 352060 
Our telephone system has an option for you to leave a message at 

any time & they will be picked up by the office staff. 

Coats Please  
Can we remind everyone to ensure pupils have a coat in 
school. On days when there is light rain, we try to get pupils out 
if we can but those who don’t have coats have to wait under the 
shelter, which is frustrating for them. Many thanks! 

mailto:portway.psa@outlook.com


  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Mon 25
th 

Sept   Clubs start 
Tues 17

th
 Oct Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30) – No clubs 

Thur 19
th
 Oct Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30) – No clubs 

Thur 19
th
 Oct Be Bright Be Seen Day 

Thur 19
th
 Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term 

Thur 19
th
 Oct PSA AGM 

Fri 20
th
 Oct Day Closure 

Mon 30
th
 Oct School reopens after ½ Term 

Wed 6
th
 Dec PSA Christmas Fayre 

Tues 19
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 carol Service – all welcome 

Wed 20
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 carol Service – all welcome 

Thur 21
st 

Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 
Thurs 4

th
 Jan New Term Starts 

 

 

The Portway Parent Pop In 
We are very excited to announce the relaunch of the 'Portway Parent 
Pop In' as it moves to a new home, new time and with a new focus.  

In response to feedback from parents, not only will the Pop In's be 
somewhere parents can stop by for a coffee and chat after the 
morning rush, we will also be hosting specific events such as craft 
workshops, book swaps, scrap store giveaways as well as 
providing practical suggestions around surviving the school holidays, 
rainy day ideas and healthy lunchbox ideas. 

From time to time we'll be inviting Portway staff and other support 
services, like the School Nursing Team, Andover MiND and RCS Ltd, to 
join us so you can find out more information about their services or 
ask them any questions you may have. Finishing touches are being 
made to the timetable which we will share with you so you'll always 
know what's coming up. If you have a good idea for a session or 
would like more information on a particular subject, there will be a 
suggestions box in the Community Room entrance - we'd love to hear 
from you.    

So when and where is it? Every Monday in the Community Room (the 
green building by the field), from 8.30am to 9.45am for any 
parents/carers who wish to stop by for a cuppa. Our Family Support 
Worker, Gemma Sacree, will be there to welcome you. 

Mondays 8:30-9:45 Community Room 

Everyone welcome! 
 

 

Andover Trees United News 
www.andovertrees.org.uk 

 

 
 
 

 

MacMillan Coffee Morning  
at Portway Infants 

 Friday 29th Sept 8.15-10.30 (This week!) 

Start your day with a coffee or come back later in 

the morning with friends and family. (Or even pick 

up some cakes for your work colleagues!) 

They hope to have a good selection of cakes on offer 

and are asking all our aspiring Mary Berry’s to bake 

something yummy for the day! If baking’s not your 

forte then they’re happy for a ‘fake it’ donation… 

everyone invited! 

 

 

Flat Stanley Out and About 

with Year 3! 

Last week Year 3 went to the town centre because Flat 

Stanley wanted to learn more about the local area. 

First we put on our coats and some of us were given 

luminous jackets so other people could see us better. 

We got there by minibuses and guess what - we were 

lucky enough to sit in the front! When we got there we 

went to St Mary’s church we saw the GIANT clock that 

had bells that would chime when it’s o’clock or half 

past so if you can’t see it you can hear it. We also saw 

a war memorial showing of all the names of people in 

Andover who died in the war. We saw a big arch of 

patterns and as we went across the road we saw a 

pub. There was another big arch where in the past 

horse and carriages could pass through and maybe eat 

or drink and there were stables to rest in. There was a 

river and we saw some brown trout then we headed  

back. Everybody had a great time. All that’s left to say 

is a MASSIVE thanks to Mrs Allmark for sharing her 

Andover knowledge and all the year 3 teachers for 

organising it!  

PS There are some photos on our website! 

By Lucy Bedwell and Amber Hart (3MS) 

 

Be Bright Be Seen! 
On Thursday 19th October, Portway Junior School will be 
having a ‘Be Bright Be Seen’ accessory day. You should wear 
your school uniform but you may accessorise it with neon, 

brightly coloured or reflective items or shoes to raise 

awareness about being seen easily near the roads at this time 
of year. As the skies are getting darker earlier, this means 
that being near the road can be more dangerous. We look 
forward to your help in raising awareness and seeing your 

accessories on this day!  (There is no charge for this day.)         

 


