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Snow & Ice Update! It has been rather cold this week and the forecast is for this to continue with the 
possibility of some snow over the next few days. As usual the forecast changes almost hourly and if 
we do get snow then it is difficult to know how much will fall in our area. As I write this there is a yellow 
(be aware) warning for Thursday but this becomes an amber warning (be prepared) for the end of 
Thursday and overnight on Friday. We will send out messages if this changes significantly over the 
next 48 hours.  
We sent home our snow plan/letter before Christmas but there is a copy on our website (follow the link 
on the front page). We are a very large site and this presents us with problems not experienced by our 
colleagues in smaller schools and nurseries. With more than 650 pupils between both schools, we 
have pedestrian footfall in excess of 1000 each morning and afternoon. We are also a site with long 
pathways and multiple access routes. When we experience ice or snow, our first priority is to assess if 
we can make the site safe enough for adults and children to walk to the school buildings. Although we 
keep up-to-date with forecasts and weather warnings, the snow and ice conditions can be quite 
localised with freezing temperatures affecting some areas of town and not others. What appears to be 
‘slushy’ snow can be compacted very quickly on frozen ground when such large numbers are walking 
on it. When we have assessed if the site can be made safe, we still have to ensure enough staff can 
get in to meet appropriate adult:child ratios. With staff living as far away as Hythe and Salisbury and in 
several rural locations, journeys must be safely achievable. 
 

As previously, we may decide to have a staggered opening with pupils being allowed to arrive anytime up to 10am. (This will 
be marked as authorised.) This allows those from further away to get here safely but also spreads the amount of traffic in and 
around the site. Similarily if snow falls heavily in the day then parents will be allowed to pick up early during the afternoon and 
the infant school are doing the same. We will always try to take a decision as early as possible and would hope to inform you 
by 7:30 in the morning (or as soon as after that as we can)  if we are forced to close. 

In the event of snow/ice we will aim to clear a single route from Upper Drove and Ashfield Road into the school buildings. 
This means the other paths e.g. from the bottom of the field, may be closed. If we are left with no option but to close the 
school then we will let everyone know using the usual communication methods including the Hampshire County 
Council www.hants.gov.uk/education/schoolclosures/   

Where possible, we will also add messages to our own website and we will endeavour to send out a text message / email via 
Tucasi mail. Obviously if the snow is widespread there are many thousands of schools using the same network so it can take 
longer than usual for messages to get through. If you have not registered for this service but would like to do so then please 
contact the office. We will do everything we can to remain open, closing a school is never a decision taken lightly. 

Whatever happens over the next few days we need children to come to school prepared for very cold weather including warm 
coats and hats/gloves (all labelled if possible!) 

Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) Meetings Many thanks to everyone who came to the meetings last week, we hope you found 
them useful. Over 95% of pupils were represented (or arranged a different meeting) which is tremendous! If you didn’t 
manage to attend, it would be really useful if you contact your child’s classteacher to arrange another meeting and pick up 
the target sheet for your child. 6KP have a letter going home today about your re-arranged meetings. 

Outdoor Gym & Adventure Trail Last week we conducted a health and safety site inspection and we were very pleased 
with the results, with very few issues identified. We do need to remind everyone that, as the signs say, the outdoor gym and 
adventure trail should not be used before or after school as the Hampshire County Council insurance does not cover us at 
these times. Thank you for your help with this matter. 

World Book Day – Thursday 1st March (TOMORROW!) To celebrate World Book Day we are inviting everyone to dress up 
as a book character. Remember it can be ANY character from ANY book. The only rule is you must know what book it is from 
when asked! We are also going to repeat the book swap we did last year. It is a very simple idea and costs nothing!  So if 
children pick a book from home and bring into school tomorrow, they can then pick up a book to take home! 

Hugo Poonia Arrives! We heard some lovely news at the end of last week. Mrs Poonia gave birth to a baby boy and they 
have called him Hugo. He weighed 6lb 12oz and mother and baby are doing well! Mrs Poonia has promised to bring him in to 
show him off in a few weeks.                                                 

Tim Deery 

 

  

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Lacey Green, Daisy Low, Lili Beirut, Lucas Judd, Aimee Kneller, Beau Dowinton, Lexi Forbes, Aidan Bailey 
Year 4: Evan Tom, Kristina Gurung, Finley Garland, Alfie Nock, Emily-Jade Swetmore, Jonathan Monteiro, Keiran Ward, George Scahill, Annabelle Morgan, 
 Megan Clifford, Hannah Salter,  
Year 5: Hayden Burt, Joseph Horne, Susie Keen, Elliott Parkes, Tehya Kidd, Alfie Smith, Ethan Norris, Will Pashley, Josie Roper 
Year 6:  Lola Santi, Charlie Hopgood, Daisy Barr, Archie Anderson, Alexia Rissoan-Cooper, Evie Thomas, Ciara O’Riordan, Maddison Spry, James Cleland, 
 Jasmine Ebanks, George Colwell 

 

 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/schoolclosures/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Key Dates for your Diary  
(see website or termly sheet for all dates) 

Thur 1
st
 March World Book Day 

Tue 13
th

 March Year 6 to Performance at Harrow Way postponed 

Fri 23
rd

 March Clubs finish on this day  
Wed 28

th
 March Year 4 Shakespeare Showcase 

Thur 29
th

 March Easter Break Begins (3:20 finish as usual) 

Mon 16
th

 April Summer term starts 
Friday 29

th
 June Day Closure 

Friday 20th July  1:15 Pupils finish for the year 

 

 

Cake Sale – After School 

TODAY  
Am ex-pupil is fund raising to support a trip to 
volunteer in Tanzania. We have agreed he can have 
a cake sale after-school on Wednesday 28

th
 

February (next Wednesday.) Below is a message 
from Lucas: 
“I am a 15-year-old from John Hanson School, and 
I’m an ex student from Portway Junior School. I am 
going on a expedition trip to Tanzania with my 
school. I will be spending 4 weeks volunteering in 
Tanzania helping the locals with building and helping 
make sure they have a access to clean water.To 
help me achieve this I need to raise £4000 pounds to 
make the expedition possible. One of the things I am 
doing to help me achieve this goal is a cake bake by 
the Drove entrance to Portway school on 
Wednesday, the 28th of February at 3:20 PM. Please 
come along and help me in anyway you can.” 

 

A Message from the PSA - Bag2School Collection 
Earlier this week you should have received the PSA newsletter, which mentioned the Bag2School collection. You 
should have also received a special bag but you can use any bag at all. We have organised a clothes and shoe  
collection with Bag2School, the UK’s leading textile recycler.  As well as  helping to raise funds for the schools, 
Bag2School also helps the environment by diverting unwanted textiles away from landfill. 

By getting involved you have an opportunity to sort through your cupboards and wardrobes and donate unwanted textiles in the bag provided.  
Donations can include clothes for adult and children, shoes (tied together in pairs), hats, belts, handbags and soft toys (please refer to 
http://uk.bag2school.com for full details).  Feel free to fill any other bags should one bag not be enough. 

Bag2School will be collecting donations on Friday 9 March.  Please bring your bag (or bags) to the Infant Hall from 8.30am on the day of 
collection.   

PS We are also having an after-school cake sale on this day (Friday 9th March.) For this one we’d like to ask Year 1 and Year 4 to provide 

cake  donations.  Please can all donations be brought to the Infant Hall from 8.30am on the day of the sale. It will be held in the infant 

hall after school. 

 

 

Portway Win New Age Kurling Competition 
This week Mrs Seymour took 3 teams to a 
competition at Harrow Way. New Age Kurling is 
similar to the curling events at the recent winter 
Olympics but obviously without the ice! It is a great 
game full of skill but also strategy. Once again it was 
a lovely event and everyone really enjoyed the 
experience and got quite competitive. The whole 
event was played in a great spirit and was truly a 
friendly competition. The teams all did really well and 
Portway came 1st, 2nd & 3rd! A great performance 
by all involved. Many thanks to Mrs Seymour for 
taking the teams and to Mrs Salmon and everyone at 
Harrow Way School for putting on such an enjoyable 
event. Also thank you to the parents who helped as 
well on the day. 

Squad: Kyle Smith, Connie Williams, William Gibbs, 

Sam Rasey, Daisy Low, Harri Prosser, Shannon 
Kerwood-Gould, Amy Dawe, Hayley Dawe, Michael 
Hammerton 

 

 

Portway Perform at O2 Guildhall Southampton 
Last week I was privileged to watch a group of our students perform at the 
Rock Challenge (JRock) event in Southampton. The dance they performed 
was truly amazing and you could hear a pin drop in the auditorium whilst it 
was being performed. It was a beautiful dance and was quite an emotional 
piece. The pupils were incredible and the choreography was stunning. This 
is the first time we have been involved in this event and, to be honest, we 
didn’t really know what it was like. The other 7 schools involved had been 
preparing all year and had created some very elaborate sets and costumes 
and were visually stunning. However we did ourselves proud and, although 
didn’t come in the top 3, we did pick up several awards including for 
choreography, entertainment and performance. As well as the performers 
we had a support crew of 3 children (Alex Birmingham, Amy Hesslegrave 
and Jacob Mumford) who did a brilliant job and we also picked awards for 
lighting and video performance.  
Once we receive the official photographs we will put some on the website. It 
was an amazing evening and I was a very proud headteacher! 
As usual the event only happened because of the hard work and dedication 
of staff. Mr Hession led the group and gave up incredible amounts of his 
own time to plan the event and then countless lunchtimes for rehearsals. All 
of the awards were great to receive but the one for Mr Hession’s 
choreography was particularly welcome and deserved. 
We would also like to thank Mrs O’Toole, Mr Smith and Mr Staff for their 
support and all the other staff who helped out. The costumes were beautiful 
and really matched the piece and we must thank Mrs Phillimore (lunchtime 
assistant) who very kindly made the costumes for us! We also are indebted 
to Mrs Rungen and Mrs Down who sorted all of the make-up, hair, etc.  and 
helped to look after the pupils during a very long day. (We left at 8:30 and 
the minibus didn’t get back to Andover until 10:30 in the evening.) 
       Mr Deery 

Performers: Thomas Bedwell. Joe Brown, Jamie Hill, Isabelle Jenkins, 

Sophie Thomas, Ebony Tarrant, Lily Herdman, Emily Eyles, Amelie Knight, 
Aurelia Rungen, Ellie Down, Lilymae MCNab, Kaitlyn Barrow, Bella Hall-
Cooper, Billie Chivers, Maisey Ruddick Student Host: Jacob Mumford 
Lighting: Amy Hesslegrave Video: Alex Birmingham 
 

 

TAG RUGBY AND FOOTBALL CLUBS - CANCELLED 
Due to the weather conditions and the ground being frozen, the following clubs have been cancelled this week: 

Wednesday (today): Year 3/4 and 5/6 Tag Rugby           Thursday (tomorrow): Year 5/6 Football Club 

The two football games due to be played at Balksbury School this afternoon have also been cancelled. 

http://uk.bag2school.com/

