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Calshot Residential We would like to pay tribute to all of the year 6 pupils who went to Calshot last week. It was 
particularly pleasing to see the way they all overcame challenges and achieved a great deal – whether it was 
stepping off the 50 foot climbing wall backwards, being away for the first time, trying new food or organising 
themselves in a shared room. During the week the pupils took part in a variety of activities including the very 
popular skiing, abseiling, climbing, cycling in the velodrome and archery. Next year’s visit has already been 
booked and there will be an information meeting for year 5 parents next term. We would also like to thank all of 
the staff who went on the trip. They gave up a whole week to be away from families, etc. and ‘are on the go’ from 
early in the morning until late at night. Without their commitment the residential could not have taken place. There 
are still some photos on our website if you would like to have a look. We are also proud of those pupils who 
stayed behind who were absolute stars and really helped the school to run smoothly with lots of staff away.  

 

 

 

 

 

World Book Day – Thursday 7th March To celebrate World Book Day we are inviting everyone to dress up as a 
book character. It is still a few weeks away but it is time to get your thinking caps on! It can be ANY character 
from ANY book. The only rule is you must know what book it is from when asked! We have some other ideas that 
we will share nearer the time but wanted to give everyone plenty of time for costume ideas!  

Instagram & Social Media Once again I have found a number of pupils using Instagram on their mobile phones 
or devices. The minimum age for Instagram is 13 so there should not be any pupils from Portway using it. There 
are some very mature images, etc that would not be suitable for this age group. It might be worth parents 
checking their son or daughter is not using it and discussing why it is not appropriate. There is lots of advice on 
the internet for parents about social media, including some links on our website. We are also running a safer 
internet session on Monday – details on the back of this newsletter. 

Andover Radio / Love Andover Recently our year 5 pupils were filmed lip-synching to a Queen song, Radio Ga 
Ga, for our local community radio station. We are looking forward to seeing the finished video but there is still an 
opportunity for everyone to get involved in the last scene!  The filming will start at 3pm this Sunday (3rd February) 
at Vigo Park. Just turn up and get involved! 

And Finally… We have lovely news to share! Congratulations to Mr & Mrs O’Toole on the safe arrival of their 
baby boy, Rowan, last Friday, weighing in at 7lb 11oz. Mother & baby (& dad!) are doing fine!  

                                                Tim Deery 

 

 

 

  

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Victor Leigh, Summer Clark, Hania Sajjad, William Lisle, Chase Smith, Bryn Marshall, Evie Summers, Dotty Barlow, Ralphie Faye, Athena McWhirter 
Year 4: Olivia Hutchinson, Xavier Binu,  Chloe Brewer, Sophie Peachey, Lucy Bedwell, Summer Falkner, Gerry Heaton, Rebecca Mitchell, Dipika Pun 
Year 5: Kristina Gurung, Charlie Franke, Nikola Koczakowska, Phoebe Lisle, Isaac Hartland-Bridges, Georgia Boare, Darcy Wincott, Emily-Jade Swetmore, 
 Aayan Talukdar 

 

Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) Meetings – Thursday 28th February & Friday 1st March 

In the next few days you should receive a letter about the PPT meetings after half term. (Parents of 3MO please 
read the note carefully as your PPT meetings will be on Wednesday 27th and Friday 1st March). These are very 
important meetings at the midway point of the academic year to discuss progress so far and targets for the 
second part of the year.  Please consider booking an appointment on Friday during the day as this helps us to 
be able to offer a full 15 minute meeting to each parent (rather than 5-10 minutes common to most schools). 

 

 

 

   

 

    Key Dates for your Diary 
Thurs 31

st
 Jan   Young Carers Awareness Day 

Fri 1
st
 Feb   Day Closure  

Wed 13
th
 Feb   Meeting for Year 3 Parents re Hooke Court Residential 

Fri 15
th
 Feb   Last Day before ½ Term Break 

Mon 25
th
 Feb   School returns 

Wed 27
th
 Feb   Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings for 3MO only 

Thur 28
th
 Feb   Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Fri 1
st
 March   Day Closure – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Thur 7
th
 March   World Book Day 

Wed 3
rd

 April    Year 4 showcase (evening – all Year 4 pupils) 
Fri 5

th
 April   Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 

 

Day Closures 

Friday 1st Feb 
Friday 1st March 
Friday 28th June 

 

Office Opening Hours 
8:30-4:30 Mon-Thurs 
8:30-4:00 Fridays 
Outside of these times messages can 

be left on voicemail 

Don’t Forget: Both Portway Infant & Portway Junior Schools have day closures this Friday (1st February) 

Thursday 31
st

 January is Young Carers Awareness Day. Several of our pupils have this vitally important role and, to raise 

awareness of this worthwhile cause we would like to ‘wear something purple with our school uniform’ on Thursday
 
– items

 
such as 

socks, hair bands/ribbons, sweat bands, a purple t-shirt are all ideal. There is no charge just a way of showing them we care! 



 
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAPS (Children Achieving at Portway School) 
This is the reward time on Friday afternoons for pupils who have 
made good behaviour choices. So far this year we have been 
running year group and class CAPS but after ½ term we will be 
relaunching whole school CAPS. This means that our staff will be 
running a whole range of exciting activities for pupils to do as 
rewards for their good behaviour choices. We would love to have 
some help from you with this. If you can spare us half an hour on a 
Friday (2:00-2:30) to share an activity you enjoy with a group of our 
pupils, then we would love to hear from you! Activities can be 
simple, such as threading loom bands, painting fingernails, icing 
biscuits, playing board games but if you have a good idea then 
we’d love to hear it! If you think you can help, please get in touch 
with Miss Windross via the school office.   

 

 

Get Moving at Andover Junior Parkrun – Every Sunday Morning at Charlton Playing Fields! 

Andover junior parkrun is a free 2k (that’s 2000 meters or about 1.25 miles) event which takes place every Sunday at 
9am at Charlton playing fields.  You can find the start area on the field behind the pavilion café. 
  
Although called Andover junior parkrun, children can jog or walk and the events are incredibly inclusive. There are no 
winners and no losers at junior parkrun and the motto is that “it’s a run not a race”.  To keep a record of how many 
times your child has completed the course (and so they can check their official time if they want to), you can register 
their details on the parkrun website. You only need to do this once and they can then run, jog or walk at any of the 
500+ parkrun events in the UK.  Just print out and bring along their personalised barcode which is emailed to you 
when you register.  Parents are welcome to run with their child too (although over 14’s don’t get timed and your run will 
not be recorded) so it’s a great opportunity to get active as a family.  We give out special junior parkrun milestone 
wristbands when children complete their 11th, 21st and 50th junior parkrun.  It’s all completely free so why not come 
along and give it a try.  To register go to https://www.parkrun.org.uk/register/form/. 

  
 We’re also always looking for volunteers to help us out on the day.  All the jobs are really easy and we wouldn’t ask 
you to do anything you don’t feel confident about.  For example marshalling just involves cheering the kids on and 
keeping an eye out to make sure everyone is OK and going the right way – you get to wear a really trendy hi-vis top 

too!  So if you would like to offer to help please drop us an Email at andover-juniorshelpers@parkrun.com. 

 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential Meeting (For current Year 3 pupils) 
Wednesday 13 February 6:00  

After another very successful year 4 residential to Hooke Court we are planning to repeat the experience in November 
this year. On Wednesday 13th February there will be a meeting for year 3 parents to find out about next year’s trip. So 
come along and find out all about it! (The meeting is intended for adults.) 
Just so we have an idea about numbers for chairs please fill in the slip below and return to school if you are hoping to 
come along to the meeting.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 (Please cut off and return to school) 

Meeting for Year 3 Parents about Hooke Court Residential for Year 4 (Nov 2019) 
Wednesday 13th February 6:00 

I/We would like to attend the Hooke Court Meeting. 
 

Number of adults attending  

 

Child’s Name: _____________________________________________ Class:__________________ 

 

Signed: ______________________________________ 

 

 

 

Clubs All clubs start this week (except gardening club) and will run until the week ending 29
th 

March. If your child 
cannot attend a club for any reason it is important that they let the teacher who leads the club know, so they are not 
expecting them to turn up. As you may have noticed it said on the clubs letter/sheet, that there will be no clubs in the 
week beginning 25

th
 February (straight after ½ term) as we have our Pupil-Parent-Teacher meetings that week. They 

will restart the following week including gardening club, who have had a short winter break. 

 

Safer Internet Session – Next Monday 

Our children are growing up in a world where we 
are reliant on the internet, our devices & various 
technologies for work and play. The pace at which 
our digital world changes can be a little 
overwhelming at times, how can you make sure 
your child is staying safe online?    
On Monday 4

th
 February at 9:00 there will be an 

informal presentation on subjects such as the 
internet, video games and electronic devices and 
how to manage them. It will take place as part of 
the Portway Pop-In in the Community Room. 
There will also be time at the end to ask Andrew 
Woods (ex-Harrow Way teacher) questions about 
e-safety in your own home.  

Year 3 Skills for Life event at Harrow Way (yesterday) – report in next week’s Portway Press. 

https://www.parkrun.org.uk/register/form/
mailto:andover-juniorshelpers@parkrun.com

