
                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
June 2017 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

Year 6 Graduation Ceremony: The Lights Theatre, Wednesday 5th July 
 
Once again we have been working with Test Valley Borough Council and the University of Winchester on 
a special event for Year 6 this year. We are holding a formal ‘Junior Graduation Ceremony’ at The Lights 
Theatre on Wednesday 5th July. Parents are invited to this event although initially we will only be able to 
allocate 1 adult seat per child due to limited space in the theatre (tickets will be issued nearer the time 
and must be used to gain access to the auditorium).  
 
On the form below there is an opportunity for you to indicate whether you would like to be entered into 
the ballot for extra tickets. (These will not be allocated until when the tickets are issued). Other family 
members are very welcome to wait in the foyer to take pictures after the formal ceremony in the 
auditorium – we anticipate the main ceremony will finish at about 11:15. If you are not able to attend 
the ceremony please indicate on the slip so that we can reallocate your ticket. 
 
 
On the day parents will need to arrive at the Lights between 9:45 ready for a prompt 10:00 start 
and will need to wait in the foyer until they are called into the auditorium (tickets will have a 
specific row and seat number).  
 
We should finish the main ceremony at about 11:15/11:30 and then we will have time in the foyer 
area for informal photographs and light refreshments. We will also do the traditional group 
photograph as well. We will then take the pupils back to school at about 12:15-12:30 ready for 
lunch. 
  
We realise that it is disappointing that we cannot give every family 2 tickets but this is out of our control. 
The Year 6 graduation event is organised, and funded, by Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC) in 
conjunction with the University of Winchester. It started a few years ago after a discussion between 
TVBC and town schools about raising the aspirations of the young people in our area. The event has 
grown and now all town-based schools take part. At the same time we started to organise an annual visit 
for Year 6 to the University of Winchester. 

The venue is at The Lights because the theatre is owned by TVBC, is most appropriate for this use and 
does not have to be hired. TVBC also pay for the coaches, graduation gowns and a framed photograph 
for every pupil which, as you can imagine, is quite expensive. The challenge is the auditorium has only 
about 240 seats and so this is difficult, although not for the other schools as they are not as big as us! 
This is why we developed the system of giving each family 1 ticket and then having a ballot for anyone 
who would like a second seat. We know this is not ideal but it seemed the fairest way, given the 
limitations of the space. We did consider splitting our graduation last year into 2 sections (with 2 classes 
and then a separate one for the third class) but after discussion with parents and staff it was felt that this 
would distract from the event as we would not be all together. Please remember that all members of the 
family are welcome to join us in the café area after the formal event from about 11:15, where we will 
have some group photos (including the ‘throwing of the caps in the air’ challenge!) and a chance for 
informal photos with family and groups of pupils.  
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On the day we transport the pupils to the theatre where they will dress in a graduation gown and mortar 
board ready for the ceremony. After a brief welcome from the mayor of Test Valley Borough Council and 
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Winchester they will be presented with a graduation certificate. 
After that they will have an official photograph taken, which will be given to the children at a later date. 
They will then move to the foyer area and there will be opportunities for parents to take informal pictures.   
 
This is an exciting event and I hope it will be worthwhile, enjoyable and a good way to mark the end of 
the pupils time at Portway. I am delighted that all of the costs (including coach travel and the graduation 
photograph) are being covered by TVBC, the university and other organisations. We are very grateful to 
them for their support. Children need to wear full school uniform on the day, including shoes, and need 
to be as smart as possible. Pupils should not wear their leavers’ hoodies on this day. 
 
We may need to write again if the provisional plan changes but hopefully the main points will not alter too 
much. Please remember we will allocate 1 seat in the auditorium but if you would like to be entered into 
the ballot for an extra ticket please tick the slip below. Please return the slips as soon as possible and by 
this Friday (9th June) at the latest.  
 
We will also be having a special year 6 leaver’s lunch on Monday 24th July and a leavers’ trip to 
Paulton’s Park on Friday 21st July. All year 6 pupils will also be taking part in the production of ‘The Swan 
Boy’, which will take place on Monday 17th & Tuesday 18th July starting at 6:00 in the evening. We will 
write to you nearer the time with further details of all these events. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr Tim Deery 
Headteacher 

 

Year 6 Graduation Ceremony: The Lights Theatre, Wednesday 5th July 
(Please return slip by this Friday 9th June) 

 
 
I give permission for my child ………………………………………………………………  class …………….. 
to attend the above event. 
 

In addition to the 1 ticket that we will be allocated I would like to be entered into the ballot 
for an extra seat. (We will let you know whether you have been successful when we send 
the tickets home in early July.)  

 
(Please put a tick in the box to be entered into the ballot for a spare ticket) 
 
Any special reason for requesting an extra seat (please explain below): 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
  
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………  Name: ………………………………………………. 


