
Homework Tasks 

Weekly homework tasks will be set on a Thursday and should be returned the 
following Thursday. Your child will be given a homework folder to help keep their 
work in good condition and it is expected that they produce work of a high quality. 
Handwriting, spelling, punctuation and presentation are all very important and 
children should be encouraged to take pride in their work.  
 
 

Reading Bingo 

This year we are continuing our whole-school ‘Book Bingo’ project, which aims to 
celebrate children’s home reading, whilst also introducing children to a range of 
high quality texts. Each child will receive a year group recommended reading list, 
filled with exciting texts chosen carefully to capture their interest and ensure they 
are reading a wide range of both fiction and non-fiction. In particular, we hope to 
expose children to a variety of age-appropriate language, which is key to their 
success in the Reading SATs paper (many questions depend upon children having 
an extensive vocabulary).  
 
 
Your child will be given their recommended reading list along with a bingo card (A4 
piece of paper) filled with activities to complete in school. When they have finished 
reading a book on the list, they should complete one of the activities, hand it in to 
their class teacher and cross the activity off on their bingo card. All of the books on 
the list will be available from school and they can be read in any order, depending 
on when they are available. Similarly, the bingo activities can be completed in any 
order. When your child has filled their bingo card, their hard work will be praised 
and celebrated in class and a new bingo card will be provided.   

 

 

Times Tables and Spelling 

Pupils should read and practise tables at least four times a week and this should 
be recorded in the weekly section of their diary. Teachers will check diaries on 
Fridays and keep a record of those children who practise regularly. Reading will be 
celebrated through our Reading Bingo scheme and tables practice will be 
rewarded through weekly ‘Mathemagician of the Week’ awards and regular times 
tables tournaments. Spelling tests will take place on Fridays and new lists will be 
given out on the same day. We will continue to follow our three-week spelling cycle 
but children will also be given target spellings to practise alongside. Times tables 
will be tested at least once a week but the day on which they are tested may vary.  
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Welcome to Year Six! Our first topic is ‘Journey Through the 

Americas’, which focuses on developing knowledge of the 

Americas and geographical skills. 
 

English 

We have begun the term with a focus on biographical writing and the children are 
already working towards writing their own autobiographies. This is a great way for 
us all to get to know each other! After half-term, our writing will be linked to our 
Americas topic work, including journalistic writing and explanation texts on how 
volcanoes work. On Mondays, our literacy lesson will have a SPAG focus (spelling, 
punctuation and grammar) to help the children prepare for the spelling and 
grammar section of the SATs. Homework will occasionally be sent home to 
consolidate the knowledge taught in these sessions. Our shared text in class this 
term is ‘Journey to the River Sea’ by Eva Ibbotson, which is set in South America.  
 
This year, children will sit one reading SATs paper, one grammar paper and one 
spelling paper. Writing will be assessed within school, using the age-related writing 
criteria, which will be shared regularly with the children. Although the test papers 
assess children’s ability to spell, use correct grammar and punctuate writing 
accurately, children’s use of these skills will also be crucial to achieving age-
related standard in their writing assessment.  
 
Our school Poetry Slam will take place on Friday 6

th
 October and this year’s theme 

is ‘Freedom’. 
 

Mathematics 

Our focus in maths lessons this term will be on securing number knowledge, 
measurement, algebra and fractions and their equivalence to percentages and 
decimals. We will also teach a discrete arithmetic lesson each week to consolidate 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division and to prepare children for the 
arithmetic paper in the SATs. We will be using formal written methods for all four 
number operations, as these are the only methods that will be worthy of any credit 
in the SATs if the final answer is incorrect. 
 
It is hugely important for the children in Year 6 to have instant recall of all tables up 
to 12x12 so that they are not an extra obstacle to contend with when doing long 
multiplication and division. Each week, children will be tested on a mix of tables 
(and sometimes corresponding divisions), so it is expected that they continue to 
practise at least 4 times a week at home. 
 
Children will sit one arithmetic SATs paper and two problem solving papers, 
focusing on their ability to apply their skills. 

Science 

This half term, our main curriculum focus is ‘Evolution and Inheritance’. We will 
learn about Charles Darwin’s expedition to South America, studying evolution, 
adaptation, inheritance and classification of living things. Later in the term, we will 
consider how living things have changed over time and how fossils provide 
information about prehistoric inhabitants of the Earth.  

 

Computing 

The children will be developing their touch typing skills, learning to be more 
discerning with the information available on the internet and how to present their 
work using different software programs. They will also be continuing to advance 
their coding skills using a programme called Scratch. 
 

Religious Education 

The children have started a project entitled ‘Power’. After half-term, they will be 
working on ‘Incarnation’, focusing on how Christians perceive the birth of Christ.  

 

Personal, Health and Social Education 

This term we will be looking at ‘Rights, Responsibilities and the Law’, as well as 
‘Taking Responsibility for Personal Safety’. We will also be discussing ‘Risks and 
Pressures’ and encouraging the children to make their own decisions in the face of 
peer pressure. 
 

Art & Design Technology  

Our DT project this half-term is linked to our Americas topic and will build upon 
children’s ability to work with textiles. Each class will consolidate basic stitches 
before designing and creating their own class arpillera, which is a hand-sewn, 
three dimensional textile picture, illustrating the stories of the lives of inhabitants of 
South America. After half-term, we will be using collage to create pieces of art 
depicting volcanoes.  
 

Music 

In Music this term, we are all going to be learning to play the recorder – including 
the teachers! Alongside this, children will be introduced to musical notation and 
develop and practise their sight-reading skills. They will also continue to participate 
in weekly singing assemblies, learning good singing technique and control.  
 

Physical Education 

We will be taking part in orienteering, football, gymnastics and general fitness this 
term. Please ensure that your child has the full Portway indoor and outdoor PE kit 
every day, including trainers. Long hair must be tied back and earrings must not be 
worn so if your child is unable to remove his or her own, tape must be brought to 
school for them to wear on the ear lobes as protection. 


