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Attendance We understand the importance of children attending school consistently 
and the impact it can have on their learning when they don’t.  Research has shown that 
those pupils with good attendance at primary school, go on to achieve higher grades at 
GCSE (and A Level) standard. These higher grades, according to government research, 
mean that pupils could add £80,000 to their earnings over a lifetime.
The government have also changed the definition of what it means to be persistently 
absent so, if a child falls below 90% attendance, they are regarded as being persistently 
absent from school.  At this level there is an expectation that schools will take further 
action, which can include involving the legal team if attendance does not improve.  
While 90% may sound like a good attendance level (I’m sure we’d all be delighted to 
get 90% in a test for example!) what this means is a child is missing 20 days of school – 
the equivalent of 4 school weeks.  Again, it may be that this doesn’t seem too bad but, if 
we put that in the context of adults at work, missing 20 days would not go down well.  
Lateness can lead to a child being marked as absent so it is important that children arrive at school for registration at 
8:50am. The register ‘closes’ at 9:00am, so any child arriving after this time will be marked as ‘late after the register has 
closed’.
We expect parents to support us by not taking children out of school during term time. Absence due to holidays during 
term time cannot be authorised. Absence that exceeds 10 sessions (5 school days), will result in a penalty notice (fine) 
being issued.  The fine is issued to each parent (even in split families) and for each of the children in a family.  It should 
also be pointed out that our attendance policy also allows us to fine if a parent has called a child in ‘sick’ but it becomes 
apparent that they have actually been on holiday.  We would also rather this doesn’t happen, as it puts the child in an 
awkward position of having to ‘fib’ about where they have been.
Following up on attendance issues thoroughly is crucial for schools and we take these responsibilities seriously. All 
Hampshire schools are expected to abide by these procedures. Thank you for your support with this. 

Mobile phones in school At present children in Years 5 and 6 may bring mobile phones to school if they walk home 
alone. Phones must be switched off and given to the class teacher for safekeeping during the school day. They will be 
returned before the child leaves for home but must remain off until they exit the school grounds. Inappropriate 
activities, such as taking photos or filming, are not permitted for any reason. A form will be sent home to outline these 
arrangements and establish which pupils may have mobile phones. Misuse on school grounds may result in 
confiscation, with phones returned only to a parent.

PTFA Our PTFA group did a wonderful job in preparing and selling pancakes last week. Thank you to 
everyone who helped out at that event and who worked hard to make it such a busy and successful event. 
Thank you too if you stopped by to show your support in buying a pancake or two! The next meeting of the 
PTFA is on Tuesday 18 March in the junior hall at 3:30pm. I know that they would love to see you there! 

Break the Rules for April Fools April Fools day is coming round soon and we’d like to mark it in the same 
way as last year with some (permitted) rule breaking! The list of rules that can be broken by children and staff 
(& parents too!) is a bit later on in the Press. There is a fine of 50p for each rule broken and these can be paid 
via Arbor. We look forward to raising a bit of money towards continuing to develop our playground area! 

 Miss Windross 

Key Dates 

Thurs 27 March PTFA Doughnut & Daffodil for Mother’s Day 
Tue 1 April April Fools Break the Rules
Mon 7 - Mon 21 April Easter holidays (pupils return to school Tues 22 April) 
Mon 12-Thurs 15 May    SATS Week for Year 6
Week of 26 May    Summer half term holiday
Mon 2 June    Inset day school closed for training (pupils return to school Tues 3rd June) 
Tue 22 July    Last day of term for the summer holidays 

Please remember that key information relating to your child’s year group, in terms of their current learning 
and/or key dates can be found on our website www.portwayjunior.co.uk and clicking on the ‘Pupils’ tab. 

2025 - 2026 Inset dates
Wednesday 3 September 

Friday 24 October 
Monday 3 November
Friday 27 February 

Friday 26 June

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk
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FOOTBALL UPDATES
Our latest  football news is as follows: 

Portway Albion vs Portway Rovers met each other at home last week and the match ended in a 0-0 draw. Portway 
Rovers also Whitchurch B - as an away match - with a final scores being Whitchurch B 0 and Portway Rovers 8. 

Rovers Squad: Rory, Joshua, Oliver, Noah, Alex, Blake, Jacob, Luca, Freddie and Thomas
Albion Squad: Joseph, Tiain, George, Jasmine, Jacob, Oscar, Dominic, Klay and Mason.  

Portway Rangers played Anton Junior in a home match with the end result being 2-0 to the Portway team. 

Rangers Squad: Joseph, Jake, Archie, Deven, Harry, Mason, Mac, Rafael, Alistair and Sam.

Portway Albion met Portway Wanderers in a home game recently and played well with the match ending in a 
goal-less draw 

Wanderers Squad: Ben, Bobby, Freddie, Leo, Neevah, Theo, Ralph and Tucker

There were plenty of our school’s PRIDE values demonstrated in these matches and we are very proud of everyone 
who took part - well done! Also we must say a big thank you to Mr Kirby, Mr Staff and Mr Crocker for making these 
events possible.

Keeping Children Safe when 
using mobile phones, tablets 

and computers. 

Children regularly use different websites 
and apps from their parents, and it can be 
hard to keep up in this ever-changing 
digital world. But the things that help keep 
children safe online are often similar to 
the things that keep them safe offline.

Encourage your child to think critically 
and question what they see online. Talk to 
them about where they go to get 
information they trust, talk about fake 
news, fake followers and scams. Help 
them develop a healthy suspicion of 
whether people are who they say they 
are.  

Share your knowledge and experience of 
good and unhealthy relationships.

Show them how to report any worrying 
behaviour they see online – for example 
through Child Exploitation and Online 
Protection Command or the Internet 
Watch Foundation.

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://www.iwf.org.uk/
https://www.iwf.org.uk/
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